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Dance Nights

A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

Millington Parks and Recreation Dance Nights 2026 kicked 
off in July with DJ Fernando and Russ Vaiden. The next 
two dates will be in August with Jim Mahannah Band on 
the Aug. 4 and Gary Abbott on Aug. 18. The rest of the year 
is scheduled and see Around Town inside to make future 
plans at the Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a fee and for more 
information, call 873-5770 or visit parks4you@milling-
tontn.gov 

Childress, DeClue, Sneed competing 
for open Alderman Position 2 seat

With Alderman Al Bell not 
seeking a fourth term, Cody 
Childress, Willis S. DeClue and 
Tammy Sneed are competing for 
the open Position 2 seat in the Nov. 
3 Millington city elections.

A native of 
Memphis, Childress 
is a 1974 graduate 
of Frayser High 
School. He is a 
former resident of the 
Raleigh area in north 
Memphis and has 
lived in the Lucy area 
since 1985.

In 2012, Childress 
retired from the 
Memphis Fire 
Department after more than 28 
years. From 1987 until May 
2018, he was the owner of Splash 
Plumbing in Millington.

He is currently employed as 
a plumbing inspector for the 
Shelby County Construction Code 
Enforcement Office.

Childress is a past president 
of the Memphis Area Plumbing 
Association, a current board 
member of the William R. Moore 
Plumbing School in Memphis 
and a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Millington. 

He and his wife Mary have two 
sons and five grandchildren.

In the November 2013 elections 
for Millington’s first municipal 
school board, Childress was 
unopposed for an initial one-year 
term in Position 4.

The following year, in the city’s 
only contested school board race, 
he defeated Emile G. Sigee as one 
of three members elected to four-
year terms.

Childress was unopposed for re-
election to a third term in 2018 and 
a fourth one in 2022.

A native of St. Louis, DeClue is a 
1982 graduate of Potosi R-3 School 
in Potosi, Mo.

He enlisted in the Navy in August 
1982 and was stationed “for 
school” at the Naval Air Technical 
Training Center in Millington from 
March 1983 to April 1984.

After returning in August 1987, 
he was an instructor at the AOA1 

school until April 1991.
In July 2002, DeClue and his 

family returned to Naval Support 
Activity Mid-South, where he was 
assigned to the Naval Manpower 
Analysis Center until his retirement 
in September 2006 as a Senior 
Chief Petty Officer.

He earned an Associate of 
Science Degree in human resource 

management 
from Ashworth 
College in 
S e p t e m b e r 
2010.

After his 
retirement, he 
went to work 
for the Navy 
R e c r u i t i n g 
C o m m a n d 
in the Navy 
Reserve section 

as a Human Resource assistant, 
where he coordinated active-duty 
sailors to Navy Reserves until he 
retired permanently in 
November 2024.

DeClue and his wife 
Paula have two children 
and three grandchildren.

He enjoys hunting, 
fishing, riding his UTV 
around his farm in Missouri and 
spending time with his family.

A native of Memphis, Sneed 
graduated from Covington High 
School in 1980.

She earned a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in economics at Smith 
College in 1984 and a Master of 
Business Administration Degree 
in finance at The University of 
California – Berkeley in 1986.

She is currently employed as 
the manager of Aircraft Material 
– Technical Operations at Federal 
Express and is a licensed realtor 
with Crye-Leike.

Sneed is a graduate of the 
Leadership Millington Class, 
treasurer for the “Lone Sailor” 
monument project, a member of 
the Millington Airport Authority, 
Women in Aviation, the Women’s 
Foundation of a Greater Memphis, 
the Millington Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority.

She and her husband James have 
three children.

All three candidates recently 
responded to the following 

questions prepared and distributed 
by The Millington Star:

1.What suggestions will you 
make to the mayor regarding 
ordinances or resolutions to be 
passed or amended?

Childress said his first proposed 
resolution would be to update the 
city’s “nepotism policy.”

He also believes the ordinance 
requiring dogs 
and cats to 
be spayed or 
neutered and 
microchipped 
should be 
amended.

He opposes 
spaying and 
n e u t e r i n g 
animals against 
the “personal 
wishes” of their 

owners, which he considers an 
“overreach” of government. But he 
believes “responsible” pet owners 

could “fix” their pets if 
they choose.

“Mine are spayed and 
chipped,” he noted. “It 
was our choice to do 
so.”

DeClue said that, 
before passing any new ordinances 
or resolutions, the board should 
review all existing ones for “validity 
and accuracy,” while determining 
how they affect residents and 
businesses “physically and 
financially.”

He would ask the mayor why 
each one is needed, who it will 
affect, what it will mean for the 
city’s future and what its cost is.

Then, amend or remove any if 
necessary.

Sneed said the board should 
continue to refine and evaluate 
the city’s evolving “business 
engagement processes” to boost 
its ability to effectively execute 
the “onboarding” process for new 
businesses.

She thinks it should also explore 
“options and methods” to inform 
business applicants about the 
process with “documented steps” 
required.

Sneed also said the board should 
earmark capital improvement funds 
for the unforeseen “ramifications” 
of growth and environmental 
impacts.

She noted that, as Millington 
transitions into a “more robust” 
community, more services and 
infrastructure will be needed to 
accommodate the population 
“explosion,” utility requirements, 
increased traffic and street 
maintenance.

As part of the development of 
the city’s long-range plan, Sneed 

will recommend 
that a “citizens 
council/board” be 
established.

It would be 
composed of 
residents willing 
to “partner” with 
city leaders and 
g o v e r n m e n t 
to ensure that 
M i l l i n g t o n ’ s 
“vision” and 

planning have “input” from across 
the population regarding “impact 
areas” related to education, 
housing, economic development, 
tax structure and budgeting.  

2. List three significant issues 
in this election.

Childress cited (a) transparency 
to the public, (b) construction 
of “cookie-cutter” homes and 
(c) support for the city’s public 
schools.

DeClue listed (a) trust, (b) 
transparency and (c) “building vs. 
infrastructure.”

Sneed said (a) transparent 
government leadership, 
(b) responsible growth and 
development and (c) public safety. 

3. Specifically, how do you plan 
to deal with each of these issues if 
you are elected?

Childress quoted an old saying 
that, “If you aren’t transparent, 
someone else will create the 
narrative for you, and it may not be 
the truth.”

Because elected officials are 
“public servants,” he said they 
should never “mislead” the public 
with untruths or “vague directions.”

He also said no board should have 
a closed work session, meeting or 
discussion unless there is “pending 
litigation,” or the members are 
receiving legal advice on a subject.

Childress noted that the 
Millington Planning Commission 

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 
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The 2026 International Goat Days will be held Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Ed Haley Sports Complex located at 4885 Bill Knight. Parking is 
$5. For more information on events and entertainment, call Millington Parks and Recreation at 873-5770 and visit the Goat Days page on Facebook.
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47527093: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 29 @ 
21:54

47526117: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 29 @ 
20:10

47522416: Rescue - Structure - Elevator / Escalator 
Rescue, on Aug. 29 @ 18:21

47514992: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 29 @ 
12:58

47514963: Medical - Other - Transfer / Interfacilit y on 
Aug. 29 @ 13:47

47512939: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 29 @ 
12:15

47512731: Medical - Illness - Altered Mental Status	
, on Aug. 29 @ 13:41

47512665: Medical - Illness - Abdominal Pain / 
Problems, on Aug. 29 @ 13:01

47512601: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, on Aug. 29 
@ 10:30

47511288: Medical - Illness - Convulsions / Seizures, 
on Aug. 29 @ 12:30

47501677: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Assault, on 
Aug. 29 @ 5:05

47501139: Medical - Illness - Unknown Problem, on 
Aug. 29 @ 4:15

47498572: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Lift Assist , 
on Aug. 29 @ 0:13

47498253: Medical - Illness - Overdose / Poisoning	
, on Aug. 29 @ 0:35

47494185: Hazardous Situation - Investigation - 
Odor, on Aug. 28 @ 20:37

47492958: Medical - Illness - Unconscious Victim, on 
Aug. 28 @ 20:31

47489367: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Citizen 
Assist / Service Call, on Aug. 28 @ 17:29

47488167: Medical - Illness - Unknown Problem, on 
Aug. 28 @ 17:44

47444199: Medical - Illness - Abdominal Pain / 
Problems, on Aug. 28 @ 8:09

47414709: Medical - Illness - Convulsions / Seizures, 
on Aug. 28 @ 10:59

47379049: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, on Aug. 28 
@ 6:06

47371932: Fire - Structure Fire - Confined Cooking / 
Appliance Firev 21:17

47371658: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Assault, on 
Aug. 27 @ 19:03

47371632: Medical - Illness - Breathing Problems, on 
Aug. 27 @ 18:44

47371626: Medical - Illness - Breathing Problems, on 
Aug. 27 @ 14:11

47303741: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Hemorrhage / 
Laceration, on Aug. 27 @ 8:48

47302565: Medical - Illness - Breathing Problems, on 
Aug. 27 @ 14:26

47299669: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma), on Aug. 27 @ 7:32

47258968: Medical - Illness - Unconscious Victim, on 
Aug. 27 @ 9:14

47215863: Medical - Illness - Convulsions / Seizures, 
on Aug. 27 @ 1:56

47185758: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Motor Vehicle 
Collision, on Aug. 26 @ 17:16

47185565: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Lift Assist, 
on Aug. 26 @ 18:14

47184500: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 26 @ 
17:38

47167280: Fire - Outside Fire - Other Outside Fire, on 
Aug. 26 @ 13:45

47104396: Medical - Illness - Overdose / Poisoning	
, on Aug. 26 @ 12:15

47103381: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 26 @ 
11:44

47103006: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma)t, on Aug. 26 @ 11:36

47102883: Medical - Illness - Abdominal Pain / 
Problems, on Aug. 26 @ 11:27

47102135: Medical - Illness - Breathing Problems, on 
Aug. 26 @ 11:09

47078290: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fallt, on Aug. 
26 @ 7:16

47077467: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Lift Assist, 
on Aug. 26 @ 5:42

47060399: Public Service - Alarms (Non Medical) - 
Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Aug. 25 @ 14:57

47060243: Public Service - Alarms (Non Medical) - 
Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Aug. 25 @ 14:40

47059978: Public Service - Alarms (Non Medical) - 
Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Aug. 25 @ 14:29

47052686: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 25 @10:43
47052678: Medical - Injury, on Aug. 25 @ 9:43
47052262: Fire - Outside Fire - Vegetation / Grass Fire, 

on Aug. 25 @ 10:51
47052096: Medical - Illness - Stroke / CVA, on Aug. 25 

@ 8:54
47032286: No Emergency - False Alarm - Accidental 

Alarm, on Aug. 25 @ 6:46
47027641: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Lift Assist, 

on Aug. 25 @ 0:10
47027592: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain (Non-

Trauma), on Aug. 24 @ 23:47
47025513: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Assault, on 

Aug. 24 @ 21:35
47024135: Fire - Transportation Fire - Vehicle Fire - 

RV, on Aug. 24 @ 17:45
47023640: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 24 @ 

16:14
47022572: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, on Aug. 24 

@ 15:57
46989910: Medical - Illness - Diabetic Problems, on 

Aug. 24 @ 11:17
46986017: Medical - Illness - Abdominal Pain / 

Problems, on Aug. 24 @ 11:09
46978585: No Emergency - Cancelled, on Aug. 24 @ 

7:02
46976350: Medical - Illness - Breathing Problems, on 

Aug. 24 @ 10:36
46969641: No Emergency - False Alarm - Accidental 

Alarm, on Aug. 24 @ 8:55
46946397: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, on Aug. 23 

@ 19:29
46944946: Law Enforcement Support, on Aug. 23 @ 

16:25
46943881: Medical - Injury, on Aug. 23 @ 12:35
46941844: No Emergency - False Alarm - Accidental 

Alarm, on Aug. 23 @ 16:41
46940184: No Emergency - False Alarm - Other False 

Call, on Aug. 23 @ 15:32
46938209: Public Service - Citizen Assist - Lift Assist, 

on Aug. 23 @ 14:06
46935546: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 23 @ 10:07
46929324: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 23 @ 

7:47
46928534: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Motor Vehicle 

Collision, on Aug. 23 @ 7:23

areaOBITS
Sue Elaine Billings, 66, 

of Tipton County
Evon Dowell, 67, 

formerly of Tipton County
Steven Perry Fortner, 51, 

of Tipton County
Dennis R. Matthews, 65, 

of Brighton
Beverly Kay Mosley, 84, 

of Munford
William “Bill” G. Townsend, 88, 
former Millington businessman

reviews subdivision proposals and 
development plans, then submits 
recommendations to the Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen, which has the “final 
authority” to approve or reject them.

He believes the city deserves “well-
thought-out” subdivisions that are 
“appealing” to families and young 
professionals.

Childress recalled that, while Millington 
was establishing its municipal school 
system in August 2012, the city conducted 
a referendum on increasing its local sales 
tax rate by half a cent, from 2.25 to 2.75 
percent. 

He also noted that the annual Maintenance 
of Effort for the school system was set at 
$500,000, and it has never been increased.

He said the sales tax generated $2.4 
million in Fiscal Year 2025, and the amount 
is estimated to be $2.5 million in FY26.

“This stand-alone sales tax should be 
proportionately distributed to the school 
system,” Childress declared. “I believe the 
city should take another step and at least 
increase the MOE.”    

DeClue said that, during the past few 
months, the residents and local businesses 
have “lost trust” in the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen.

He believes all aldermen “must” spend at 
least eight “documented” hours each month 
‘visiting” and talking to the community.

If elected, he would invite the other 
aldermen and the mayor to join him 
in conducting a “quarterly town hall” 
meeting. 

“This will allow the residents to know 
who their leaders are in a non-formal 
setting,” DeClue noted. “Hopefully, we 
can gain back their trust and respect, see 
how things are going and get some new 
ideas and constructive feedback.”

Because he believes some of the city’s 
leaders have been in office “way too long” 
and are “out of touch” with what is needed, 
he favors term limits.

“In today’s ever-changing world,” 
DeClue noted, “the need for instant 
information means leadership has to be 
constantly transparent. Leaders must be 
able to communicate with all generations.”

Until a “complete review” of the city’s 
infrastructure is completed, he will request 
a halt to any further construction that is 
not already scheduled to start in the next 
six months. Then, he will examine what 
growth is “best” for the residents and the 
community.

“I want to know if we have the school 
space, teachers and staff to support the best 
education we can provide for our students,” 
he said. “Most active-duty military I talk 
with choose to live outside of Millington 
because of what the other schools have to 
offer and their ratings.” 

Sneed said that, after “four decades” 
of people management and “corporate 
procurement expertise,” she can use her 
finance and accounting background to 
“dissect” complex city budgets, objectively 
evaluate spending to eliminate waste and 
“optimize” departmental funding.

“More importantly,” she noted, “I can 
protect the city’s long-term financial 
health, while avoiding unnecessary tax 
burdens on residents.”

Sneed said her “long-term engagement” 
in real estate and her previous service as a 
vice chairman of the Planning Commission 
helps her understand how to balance the 
city’s rapid development with proactive 
infrastructure “scaling,” to preserve 
landscape through the new construction. 

She will focus on “downstream, 
transparent” tax implications and 
sustainability, so residents are not 
“blindsided” by cost expansion.

“I will also continue to foster and 

promote business-friendly processes that 
equally support major commercial deals 
and home-grown local shops,” she noted.  

As Millington prepares for the retirement 
of Police Chief Chris Stokes, Sneed said 
public safety risks and concerns are a 
“priority” while executing a “smooth 
transition” of leadership with increasing 
business and higher traffic.

She acknowledged that the city 
leadership has made a “concerted effort” 
to ensure the safety of residents with 
increased law enforcement personnel.

Sneed agrees with “scaling” public 
safety resources to match increased 
vehicle traffic, while keeping the residents 
safe with “stable, trained and data-driven” 
policing. 

4. What do you think is the biggest 
concern facing the city at this time?

Childress cited how Millington can 
grow its commercial and industrial tax 
base sufficiently to finance the services 
and infrastructure its residents expect, 
without putting more pressure on existing 
taxpayers.

“Growth is great,” he acknowledged. 
“But we must be able to accommodate the 
issues that come with it.”

Because many concerns have “equal 
value,” DeClue did not think he could “just 
name one.” But he reiterated that trust, 
transparency and building vs. infrastructure 
are at the “top of the list.”

Sneed said the long-term implications of 
the school system’s educational quality and 
excellence are “foundational” to the city’s 
economic and sustainability “targets.”

By working with the Millington School 
Board, she said strategic academic 
recovery plans can be further developed 
to prioritize resource reallocation for early 
intervention, curriculum standardization 
and elevating overall graduate “metrics.” 

5. What will you do to help recruit 
more businesses and industries to 
locate in Millington as a way to increase 
economic development? 

“First and foremost,” Childress said, 
the city’s Department of Planning and 
Economic Development must “approach 
and/or receive” potential new business 
“partners” with “respect and enthusiasm.”

He also noted that Veterans Parkway will 
be a “vital part” of the city’s future growth.

While acknowledging that the Millington-
Memphis Airport is doing a “good job 
attracting newcomers,” Childress believes 
it is not reaching its “potential target,” 
which would be a facility approved by the 
U.S. Transportation Safety Administration.

“This would provide us commercial 
airlines,” he said, “and a whole new avenue 
of trade and commerce.”

Although Millington has “unlimited 
potential,” DeClue said its residents must 
“get out there” and “sell” the town.

He noted that, along with “so much 
unused space,” the city has one of the 
“longest” airport runways in Tennessee, 
which he called a “great asset.”

If elected, he plans to “immediately” 
meet with all the directors of the city’s 
boards and the Airport Authority to see 
what ideas they have for growth.

He will talk with the other aldermen 
about what “tax breaks” can be offered for 
small businesses to locate here.

He also plans to meet with all the local 
doctors and other medical personnel to 
determine if the city can get a 24-hour 
urgent care clinic and a women's healthcare 
clinic.

To attract “high-value” industries to 
Millington that “complement and align” 
with the city’s strategic plan, Sneed said 
she will continue the collaboration with 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industrial 
Development Board to “leverage” 
public-private partnerships, specialized 
professional expertise and educational 

“pipelines.”
She will also evaluate corporate and 

small business recruitment materials, 
analyze mergers, acquisitions and business 
development deals and structure Payment 
In Lieu of Taxes agreements.

Sneed cited the Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology investment as an 
example of a potential economic “engine.”

Because she recognizes that a qualified 
local workforce is a “mandatory 
prerequisite” for corporate attraction, she 
considers it “critical” to invest heavily 
in K-12 education and supporting local 
teachers.

She also said the local schools must 
produce a “steady stream” of technically 
proficient and qualified graduates.

6. What will you do to ensure that 
Millington is a safe community with 
enhanced amenities that inspire 
individuals and families to make it their 
permanent home?

Childress acknowledged that “quality 
homes” are essential.

While calling Navy Road “a major 
disappointment” from an aesthetic 
standpoint, he said Millington needs new 
investors with a “vision” for this “historic” 
section of the city.

He also said rental property owners and 
landlords who “neglect” their properties 
and tenants should be held accountable for 
“safe, well-maintained” housing. 

While acknowledging that “growth 
attracts crime,” Childress said the city’s 
police officers are “on top of their game.”

He also believes the fire department 
“has never been in better hands,” because 
it provides residents with EMS care, first-
line equipment, top-tier firefighters, and a 
new fire station is “in the planning stage.”

Childress said the city’s public schools 
are “excelling” in their state scores. While 
acknowledging that they are not “where 
they want to be,” he noted that they “strive 
hard every year” to reach those goals.

DeClue said Millington loses “so much” 
to Arlington, Bartlett, Lakeland and Tipton 
County because of what they have to offer 
for the “whole package.”

“I am currently working on a sales tax 
sheet that will give an estimate, based on 
1,000 families,  of how much we lose to 
other towns in sales tax dollars,” he noted. 
“I will provide a copy once it is complete.”

DeClue said he will work with the school 
system and local businesses to establish 
“work-along” programs for high school 
juniors and seniors after school and during 
the summers.  

He will also work to bring back 
Neighborhood Watch programs and try to 
get local businesses to sponsor and fund 
monthly neighborhood “block parties.”

Sneed said she will work directly with 
various “entities” to enhance the quality of 
life for Millington residents.

She will evaluate “flexible” housing 
options and inventory, while supporting 
residents throughout different stages of life 
across demographic segments and income 
levels.

To promote healthy options and active 
lifestyles for all residents, she will continue 
to push for increased investment in green 
spaces/recreational areas in existing and 
developing neighborhoods.

To elevate the overall Millington 
“experience” for younger adults, she 
will foster inclusive family-oriented 
community events and increase age-
appropriate projects to create activities and 
recreation.

“Lastly,” she noted, “I will sup port 
prioritizing funding and advanced training/
professional development to match 
compensation of first responders to deliver 
high-caliber community services and 
protection.”
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Chamber Golf Tourney in September
The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament Let Freedom Swing 
(Education Fundraiser) will be held Sept. 26 at Glen Eagle Golf Course with check-
in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start will be noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For 
more information and to register visit millingtonchamber.com or call 872-1486. 

Goat Days Sept. 12
The 2026 International Goat Days will be held Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Ed Haley Sports Complex located at 4885 Bill Knight. Parking is $5. For more 
information on events and entertainment, call Millington Parks and Recreation at 
873-5770 and visit the Goat Days page on Facebook.

@ Millington Public  Library
STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Public Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years 
old. Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! Is your little one still struggling 
to sit still? No problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to learn how to sit still, 
before preschool, in a low stress environment the includes breaks to dance those 
wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public Library has a Seniors Computer 
Class. If there is a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can call the library at 
901-872-1585 to make sure you attend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Public Library has Lego Club for ages 6–12. 
This program has a challenge each week but free building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Millington Public Library have two programs 
weekly both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday is Storytime and 
Thursday is an educational playtime called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be hosting a book sale August 13-16 in the 
library meeting room. Come out and discover your next great read. The Millington 
Public Library is located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.
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One of the landmark mo-
ments of Lakeland Prep. 
Lions Football came on Sep-
tember 5, 2025. 

The Lions welcomed the 
Millington Trojans to town 
for their first Class 4A league 
game with a full roster. The 
nerves were there for Head 
Coach David White and his 
crew.

Eventually the eventful 
night concluded with Lake-
land pulling out a 36-28 
victory in the final minutes 
of the fourth quarter. Fast 
forward nearly a year, the 
Lions returned the favor and 
traveled to Flag City and 
Mooney Boswell Field to 
take on the Trojans.

Millington entered the 
rematch with a new look 
hiring Head Coach Scott 
Blair earlier this year. Blair 
and the Trojans home debut 
ended in disappointment as 
Lakeland jumped out early 
to a 21-0 advantage, leading 
to a 35-8 victory.

“We had a mission last 
year, we came into this game 
the first year with seniors not 
really knowing how to han-
dle a little bit of adversity,” 
White recalled. “We kind 
of met in the first half. That 
second half last year kind of 
turned our season a little and 
helped us get into the play-
offs. 

“This year we wanted to 
come with the mindset of 
coming in and starting the 
way we finished last year,” 

he continued. “We wanted to 
execute at a high level, take 
care of the football. We had 
some sloppy moments but 
we took care of that tonight.”

Lakeland (2-1, 1-0 in 
Region 8-4A) were led by 
senior quarterback Brett 
Godwin. Godwin drove the 
Lions down the field twice 
in the first quarter connect-
ing with Connor Jones twice 
to make the score 14-0.

“We looked up and it’s 
14-0 before we could do 
anything about it,” Blair re-
called. “We practiced every-
thing that they did. It’s just 
the execution. We’ve got to 
do a better job of executing. 

We went over everything 
they did. 

“They might have lined 
up a little bit differently than 
we thought they were going 
to do on defense,” he added. 
“We thought we were mov-
ing the ball but we weren’t 
consistent. On defense, 
we’ve got to be able to stop 
the ball.”

The Lions were ahead 
14-0 less than 4 minutes into 
the game. Before the first 
period ended, Cannon Bran-
nan powered into the end 
zone for a 1 yard TD to close 
out a Lakeland drive with 28 
seconds on the clock. 

Lakeland led 28-0 at the 

break courtesy of a Whitten 
Wolfe touchdown run. 

“We gave up too many big 
plays,” Blair said. “That’s 
was the thing that got us 
those big plays. When we 
had to fight for things, we 
were all right. It was giving 
up those big chunks that hurt 
us in the end.”

White said having players 
like Larry Jackson, Park-
er Andes and Jones on the 
same page as Godwin has 
Lakeland trending in the 
right direction to earn a top 
spot in Region by the end of 
the season.

“Players just trust in each 
other, we had some trust is-

sues in our first game,” he 
said. “We rely on our quar-
terbacks and receivers to be 
on the same page with a lot 
of things we do. There’s a lot 
of options and choice routes. 
Tonight they came in trust-
ing what they were seeing, 
trusting what we were prac-
ticing. We let it rip and they 
were executing.”

Lakeland’s final touch-
down of the night was a 
Godwin to Andes 17-yard 
connection. 

The Trojans (0-3, 0-1) 
flipped a switch after senior 
leader Kaleb Clark went 
down with an injury at the 
8:12 mark of the third quar-

ter. Millington witnessed 
their defensive leader tak-
en off on a stretcher.

The Trojans rallied with a 
big run from senior running 
back BJ Martin. The 50-yard 
sprint to the 4-yard line led 
to a Cole Hawkins TD run to 
make the final 35-8.

“I spent the whole week 
talking about that same 
thing,” Blair said. “Talking 
about it, we have to attack. 
We set back last week and 
caught everything they did. 
This week we worked on 
that. We had three good days 
of practice in the evening in 
this type of heat. We knew 
what was going to happen. 

“They had the wake up 
call and we started playing 
better right there at the end,” 
he continued. “We have to 
do that for the entire game. 
It can’t just be something we 
do for one drive. It has to be 
something we do the whole 
game. That’s what we’ve got 
to get better at.”

Blair and the Trojans hit 
the road this Friday to take on 
league foe the Fayette-Ware 
Wildcats. Lakeland is hitting 
the road as well to play pre-
season Region 8-4A favor-
ite, the Haywood Tomcats.

“Our motto is ‘One in a 
row,’” White concluded. 
“We kind of just take it one 
game in a row, one play in a 
row, one snap in a row. In the 
weight room, on the field, 
practices, sprints, everything 
is in a one in a row mentali-
ty. Right now it’s nice to be 
1-0 in league on Friday night 
and we’re going to try to be 
1-0 Monday evening.”

TOO LITTLE, TOO LAKE
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

Lakeland spoils home debut of Blair, Millington still search for league win No. 1

Looking for a Boost
CORDOVA — The Millington 

Lady Trojan Soccer players’ path 
to being a championship-level 
team   sent them to the Cordova 
Soccer Stadium Aug. 31.

The Lady Trojans and Head 
Coach Jerrett Everson got a valu-
able lesson the previous game 
against St. Benedict and all it cost 
was a 3-0 decision in favor of the 
Lady Eagles. 

Millington’s next lesson on be-
ing title contenders was in match-
ing the intensity of a team that 
plays in a league with Munford, 
Arlington, Bartlett, Houston and 
Collierville. 

The Lady Trojans used the time-
ly defense of players like Hayllie 
Dockery, Alyssa Nix, Joselyn Per-
alta and others to win 1-0 over the 
Cordova Lady Wolves. 

“That’s two games in a row that 
we’ve been a little fortunate,” 
Everson said. “SBA plays in a 
really hard district. They play in 
a really hard district. That’s two 
games in a row my girls got to 
know how they have to play to be 

able to compete. 
“We shouldn’t have to be out 

here getting knocked around by 
girls who are not technically that 
good,” he continued. “Once we’re 
able to match, and we’re pretty 
decent technically, match aggres-
sion and set the tone on things.”

Lady Trojan Layla Batts scored 
the only goal of the contest 
against Cordova 2 minutes and 

34 seconds into the second half. 
Cordova goalie Vanesa Pita had a 
standout performance with nearly 
10 athletic saves to keep the Lady 
Wolves in contention. 

She stopped shots from Mill-
ington junior Danielle Bedford 
and Lady Trojan freshman duo of 
Lucy Deutscher and Layla Stef-
fenhagen. 

“I am working on my wings, 

getting them tougher on things,” 
Everson acknowledged. “Once 
they do that, Layla and Danielle, 
it’s going to be a whole different 
game. Both of them in the second 
half, once they get mad, that’s 
what I want to see in the first 
half.”

As the younger Lady Trojan 
players gain experience, Everson 
said Millington will lean on its 

defensive line and veteran foot of 
Batts to buy the underclassmen 
time. 

“They don’t have reps,” he con-
cluded. “The only way to be con-
fident and strong with the ball, 
make quick decisions, is to have 
the reps to get you comfortable. 
No. Layla Steffenhagen is only 
a freshman. She’s going to be 
something serious.”

Lady Trojans overcome slow start at Cordova to outlast Class 3A squad
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor
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Reed Family Dentistry 
has been named the win-
ner in the Small Company 
category at the 2026 Mem-
phis Business Journal Small 
Business Awards, recogniz-
ing the practice’s more than 
75 years of excellence in pa-
tient care, business growth 
and commitment to the Mid-
South community.

 The annual awards honor 
outstanding locally owned 
businesses that demonstrate 
leadership, innovation, 
sustained growth and com-
munity impact. Reed Fam-
ily Dentistry was selected 
as the top honoree in the 
Small Company category 
from among a distinguished 
group of finalists.

  Founded in 1949 by Dr. 
Loyd Reed, Reed Family 
Dentistry has grown from 
the first dental practice in 
Millington into a thriving 
third-generation family busi-
ness serving patients from 
offices in Millington, TN 
and Covington, TN. Today, 
the practice is led by father 
and son dentists, Dr. Kevin 
Reed and Dr. Taylor Reed, 
who continue the legacy 
of honesty, integrity, com-
passionate care and clinical 
excellence established more 
than seven decades ago.

  “We are incredibly hon-
ored to receive this recog-
nition from the Memphis 
Business Journal,” said Dr. 
Kevin Reed. “This award 
belongs not only to our fam-
ily but also to our dedicated 
team, our loyal patients and 
the communities that have 

trusted us for generations. 
It has been our privilege to 
care for families across the 
Mid-South for more than 75 
years, and we remain com-
mitted to providing the high-
est quality dentistry with 
compassion and integrity.”

  Dr. Taylor Reed added, 
“As a third-generation den-
tist, it is incredibly meaning-
ful to continue the legacy my 
grandfather began in 1949. 
While dentistry has evolved 
tremendously over the years, 
our mission has remained 
the same: treat every patient 
like family and provide ex-
ceptional care that helps 
them enjoy healthy smiles 
for life. We’re grateful to ev-
eryone who has been part of 
our journey.”

  The practice has expe-
rienced strong, consistent 
growth in recent years, rank-
ing among the top 3% to 5% 
of dental practices of its size 
nationwide by total revenue 
while growing between 5% 
and 8% annually over the 
past three years. Through 
the first quarter of 2026, 
Reed Family Dentistry con-
tinued that momentum with 
a 7% increase over the pre-
vious year.

The doctors attribute the 
practice’s continued suc-
cess to the values instilled 
by its founder and a relent-
less commitment to lifelong 
learning. 

Advanced training 
through the internationally 
recognized Pankey Institute 
has helped the practice stay 
at the forefront of compre-
hensive dental care while 
maintaining a personalized 
approach that has earned 
the trust of generations of 
patients.

  “Our success has always 
been about relationships,” 
said Dr. Kevin Reed. “We 
have the privilege of caring 
for multiple generations of 
the same families, and that’s 
something we never take 
for granted. The trust our 
patients place in us every 
day is the greatest honor we 
could receive.”

  In addition to providing 
comprehensive dental care, 
Reed Family Dentistry re-
mains actively involved in 
supporting local organiza-
tions, community initia-
tives and civic partnerships 
throughout the Mid-South. 
Over the years, both dentists 
have made mission trips to 
provide dental care to those 
in need. Dr. Kevin Reed 
began serving on Church 
Health’s team of volunteer 
dentists at the nonprofit’s 
inception in 1988. Both Dr. 
Kevin Reed and Dr. Taylor 
Reed volunteer with Donat-
ed Dental Services and Mid-
South Mission of Mercy, 
offering free dental care to 
qualifying patients.

 As the practice looks to-
ward the future, Reed Fami-
ly Dentistry plans to contin-
ue building on its legacy by 
investing in advanced tech-
nology, exceptional patient 
experiences and the next 
generation of family-cen-
tered dental care.

“Receiving this award in-
spires us to continue striv-
ing for excellence,” said Dr. 
Taylor Reed. “We are proud 
of where we’ve been, excit-
ed about where we’re head-
ed and grateful to continue 
serving the communities 
that have supported our fam-
ily for more than three-quar-
ters of a century.” 

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

Reed Family 
Dentistry named MBJ 2026 

Small Business winner

Pretty much anyone old enough to remem-
ber September 11, 2001, can tell you where 
they were when they first heard that some-
thing terrible was happening in New York.

I was sitting in a seventh-grade geography 
class.

Looking back now as a parent, I can’t imag-
ine what it must have been like to be a teach-
er that morning. Teachers were learning the 
news at essentially the same time as every-
one else, but they also had a classroom full of 
children looking to them for some explana-
tion of what was happening.

At our school, it seems like 
teachers took several different 
approaches. Some turned on 
televisions in their classrooms. 
Others wheeled in those old 
TVs on carts that every school 
seemed to have back then. Some 
listened to radio reports.

Our geography teacher took a 
different approach.

He simply told us that something had hap-
pened that morning that we would remember 
for the rest of our lives.

And that was about all he would tell us.
At the time, I remember being frustrated 

by that. Looking back, I understand it a little 
better. The country itself didn’t yet under-
stand what was happening, and he apparent-
ly didn’t want to pass along information to a 
room full of seventh-graders until he knew 
what was true.

When the bell rang and I walked into the 
hallway, other students began filling in the 
gaps. Airplanes had hit the World Trade Cen-
ter. One tower was on fire. Then both towers 
had been hit.

At first, many of us assumed it must have 
been some terrible accident.

An accident would have been horrifying 
enough.

The truth was much worse.
According to the official account assem-

bled by the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, 
American Airlines Flight 11 struck the North 
Tower at 8:46 that morning. United Airlines 
Flight 175 struck the South Tower at 9:03. 
American Airlines Flight 77 hit the Pentagon 
at 9:37. The South Tower collapsed at 9:59, 
and United Airlines Flight 93 crashed near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, at 10:03 after pas-
sengers and crew fought back against the hi-
jackers. The North Tower fell at 10:28.

By the end of the morning, America had 
changed.

Nineteen al-Qaeda terrorists had hijacked 
four commercial airliners and turned them 
into weapons. In all, 2,977 innocent people 
were killed in New York, at the Pentagon and 
aboard Flight 93. Among them were hun-
dreds of firefighters, police officers and other 
first responders who ran toward danger while 
thousands of others were trying desperately 
to escape it.

Those numbers are important, but numbers 
can become strangely impersonal with time.

There were 2,977 individual people.
They had spouses expecting them home 

that evening. Children waiting to see Mom 
or Dad. Parents, brothers, sisters and friends. 
Some had gone to work that morning. Some 
had boarded an airplane for an ordinary busi-
ness trip or vacation. Firefighters and police 
officers responded to what they thought was 
an emergency and found themselves in the 
middle of an attack on the country.

Twenty-five years later, those are the peo-
ple we should remember first.

But remembering also means trying to un-
derstand what happened, and that leads to an-
other lesson from September 11 that I think 
remains important today: the public needs 
access to information.

There are still questions surrounding 9/11, 
and there probably always will be. Some are 
legitimate questions about intelligence fail-
ures, government preparedness and what var-
ious agencies knew before the attacks. Others 
have developed into alternative theories that 
range from plausible questions worth exam-
ining to claims that have been investigated 
extensively and for which evidence has not 
been found.

For example, people often ask about World 
Trade Center Building 7 because no airplane 
struck it. That is true. The official investiga-
tion by the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology concluded that fires burning 
uncontrolled for hours led to a progressive 
structural collapse. NIST also specifically 
examined whether an explosion caused the 
building to fall and reported that it found no 
evidence of such a blast.

Likewise, theories have circulated for years 
that a missile rather than an airplane struck 

the Pentagon. The official record identifies 
American Airlines Flight 77, and the inves-
tigation included aircraft debris, eyewitness 
accounts and other physical evidence from 
the site.

That doesn’t mean people should be dis-
couraged from asking questions. Quite the 
opposite. Important events deserve scrutiny.

And there are genuine reasons to ask dif-
ficult questions about what happened before 
September 11.

The 9/11 Commission itself reported that 
during the spring and summer of 2001, 

American intelligence agencies 
received a stream of warnings 
that al-Qaeda was preparing 
something major. CIA Direc-
tor George Tenet famously de-
scribed the system as “blinking 
red.” An Aug. 6 presidential 
intelligence briefing was ti-
tled “Bin Ladin Determined to 

Strike in US.”
The Commission ultimately found serious 

failures in imagination, coordination and 
information-sharing. Pieces of information 
existed in different places, but they were not 
assembled in time to prevent the attack.

Knowing that makes access to the historical 
record even more important.

There are legitimate reasons for govern-
ment secrecy. Active military operations can-
not be broadcast to an enemy. Intelligence 
sources sometimes have to be protected. The 
identities of minor crime victims deserve pro-
tection. Certain investigative records cannot 
reasonably be released while an investigation 
is underway.

But secrecy should not become a reflex.
Eventually, the people deserve to know 

what their government knew, what decisions 
were made and why they were made. Gov-
ernment officials work on behalf of the pub-
lic. Public records belong, in a very real sense, 
to the public.

We deal with this same principle on a much 
smaller scale as local journalists. Tennessee’s 
Public Records Act begins with the principle 
that government records are open to citizens 
unless the law specifically provides other-
wise. At the same time, the list of exceptions 
has grown considerably through the years, of-
ten for understandable reasons.

Every exception may have a good argument 
behind it. But collectively, we should always 
be cautious when the amount of information 
hidden from the public grows.

Lack of information creates a vacuum, and 
vacuums are quickly filled by rumor, specula-
tion and distrust.

That is true when the subject is one of the 
greatest national tragedies in American histo-
ry, and it is true when the subject is a contro-
versy at the local courthouse or school.

Journalists have an important role in obtain-
ing and explaining that information, but free-
dom of information isn’t really a privilege for 
journalists. It belongs to everyone. The press 
simply uses that right on behalf of the public 
every day.

Still, I don’t want questions about govern-
ment transparency—or debates over what 
happened behind the scenes—to become the 
central story of September 11.

The central story is the people.
It is the office worker who never made it 

home.
The firefighter climbing the stairs while ev-

eryone else was coming down.
The passengers aboard Flight 93 who 

learned what had happened in New York and 
decided they would not sit quietly while their 
airplane was used to kill more people.

It is the families whose lives changed forev-
er that morning.

And it is a generation of Americans who 
can still close their eyes and remember exact-
ly where they were when they first heard the 
news.

A quarter-century has passed now. An en-
tire generation has grown to adulthood with 
no personal memory of September 11 at all.

That makes our responsibility to remember 
even greater.

Tell your children where you were.
Tell them what happened.
Tell them about the people who died, the 

first responders who ran toward the buildings 
and the passengers who fought back.

Encourage them to learn the history and to 
ask questions.

Because “never forget” means more than 
remembering a date on the calendar.

It means preserving the truth of what hap-
pened and the memory of the people whose 
lives were taken that day.

Twenty-five years later, we remember.

We Remember

Memphis Light, Gas and Water announced 
the reopening of the Millington Community 
Office, 5141 Navy Road. The updated facility 
reopened on August 31 to serve customers in 
a space that enhances comfort, efficiency and 
accessibility.

The Millington Community Office is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The office had been 
closed for renovations since April 13.

“This renovation reflects our commitment 
to putting people first,” said Timothy Davis, 
MLGW Chief Customer Officer.

“We are modernizing how we serve our 
customers—creating spaces and services that 
are faster, more convenient and respectful of 
their time. The Millington office is another 

step toward delivering a more predictable, 
positive experience for every family and 
business we serve.”

Customers can make an appointment with 
a credit counselor by going to mlgw.com/
QLESS and scheduling a convenient time.

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

MLG&W Millington 
Office opened again
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For those who remember 
waking up September 11, 
2001, it has been 25 years.

A quarter of a centu-
ry since our worlds were 
flipped upside down. 
The terrorist attacks on 
the United States were 
shocking, devastating and 
life-changing. 

From the destruction 
of the World Trade Cen-
ters, Pentagon and four 
airplanes full of innocent 
lives being destroyed, a 
brief positive came out of 
the moment. 

The thousands 
who died that 
day didn’t die 
in vain for a few 
years as Amer-
icans united 
together. There 
was a peace and 
harmony that 
wrapped the country in 
understanding and toler-
ance for about a decade. 

Now we’re divided 
again by race, gender, reli-
gion and preferences. 

There are a few good 
things still going on today 
after the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11. Let’s give a 
review over those things. 
I hope we can get back 
to being united in these 
states again before it takes 
another mega tragedy to 
make us stop and value 
each other again.

10. Renewed 
Community Solidarity

There are a few still 
holding on to the life les-
sons from 25 years ago 
being tolerant and under-
standing of others. Right 
after the sight of seeing 
airplanes slam into build-
ings, a majority of U.S. 
Americans fostered a deep 
empathy and we saw a 
spike in volunteerism and 
public service across local 
communities. I am sure 
there is a residue of those 
still participating in these 
activities in 2026. 

9. Better Building 
Codes

Architects and engineers 
saw 9/11 in a different 
view. As the WTC build-
ings tumbled down and 
the Pentagon took a major 
blow, those great minds 
wanted to create structures 
that could possibly pre-
vent another such tragedy. 
Now we have updated ar-
chitectural and structural 
guidelines for skyscrap-
ers. Some of the measures 
included improved fire-
proofing, stairwell access, 
and structural resilience. 
Many innocent people 
died that day because they 
didn’t have enough time 
to file out of the burning 
buildings. 

8. Improved 
Intelligence Sharing

Gen Z seems to have 
its ears to the ground on 
everything. Us Millenni-

als were caught off guard 
by the terrorist attacks. 
We news a little bit about 
the previous 1993 bomb-
ing on the WTC. But we 
were unaware that there 
was a threat in 2002. Now 
the U.S. Government has 
broken down traditional 
operational walls. Those 
agencies are sharing criti-
cal data globally to disrupt 
foreign and domestic ter-
ror plots before execution. 
Now we get a news report 
quite often about plans of 

attacks being in-
terrupted. 

7. Greater 
Cybersecurity 

Focus
Over the last 

25 years tech-
nology has ex-
panded from 
smart homes to 

AI. We need better cyber-
security more than ever. 
We look back to 2001, the 
shock to national infra-
structure accelerated the 
evolution of robust digital 
data protection and critical 
infrastructure defense sys-
tems. 

6. Deeper Cultural 
Literacy

Millennials saw another 
issue from 9/11 with the 
lack of cultural knowl-
edge of the attackers. We 
looked around us and saw 
many similar faces of the 
“bad guys” working with 
us, going to school with us 
and living among us. 

Instead of pushing them 
away, many Americans 
started to build an under-
standing of our Middle 
Eastern brothers and sis-
ters.We had widespread 
education and bridging 
gaps with the Middle East 
and the Islamic world.

5. Enhanced 
Respiration Care

Another hard-hitting les-
son for those at “Ground 
Zero” that day was the 
limitation of people who 
knew cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation methods. As 
some people were fight-
ing for their lives and not 
breathing, several indi-
viduals didn’t know CPR. 
We saw an increase in spe-
cialized medical tracking 
and lung care programs 
for Ground Zero recovery 
workers that advanced the 
broader fields of occupa-
tional medicine and pul-
monary science in the past 
25 years. 

4. Better PTSD 
Treatment

Staying on the medical 
side, mental health aware-
ness increased across the 
country after 9/11. Those 
who watched on TV that 
day were affected. Just 
imagine those brave souls 
on the frontline trying to 
rescue others. The pain 
felt by those who suffered 
physically but survivied to 

endure mental torture. 
Many died that day and 

their loved ones are still 
here today to deal with 
the pain. We have focused 
medical research into 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order. This has improved 
therapy options for both 
combat veterans and civil-
ian trauma survivors. 

3. Stronger Aviation 
Defense

Our airplanes were used 
as weapons against us. 
One of the safest forms of 
travel and used quite often 
for business and leisure, 
airplanes were not going 
anywhere after 9/11. We 
had two days of no air-
space travel after the trag-

edy. We had to figure out 
ways to prevent hijackers 
from getting on board and 
if they reached the plane 
they couldn’t take it over. 
We have reinforced cock-
pit doors, rigorous federal 
screening, and vigilant 
passenger awareness made 
commercial flight far less 
vulnerable to hijackings.

2. Advanced 
Emergency 

Coordination
The initial shock of the 

planes hitting the build-
ings caught everybody off 
guard. Our public servants 
stumbled for a second and 
had to figure out on the fly 
what to do to save as many 
lives as possible. Now our 

first responder agencies 
integrated their communi-
cation networks. The po-
lice and firefighters have 
moved past old rivalries 
to cooperate seamlessly 
during local and national 
crises.

1. Expanded Disaster 
Readiness

Lastly, with our first 
responders more knowl-
edgeable, a federal agen-
cy (Department of Home-
land Security) formed 
from this tragedy and the 
images of that day still 
in our minds, we will be 
better prepared for anoth-
er 9/11. Prevention is our 
best offense, but if there 
was a plan to slip through 

the cracks, every major 
city in the USA is bet-
ter prepared. Cities and 
businesses everywhere 
built comprehensive crisis 
management and evacu-
ation plans to help save 
lives during natural and 
man-made disasters in 
2026.

THOMAS SELLERS JR. 
is the editor of The Mill-
ington Star and both the 
sports editor and a week-
ly personal columnist for 
West 10 Media/Magic 
Valley Publishing. Con-
tact him by phone at (901) 
476-7116, by fax to (901) 
529-7687 and by email 
to starmillington@gmail.
com 

After worst day on U.S. soil, finding the blessing 25 years later
Silver Lining

It’s not often that I get 
sad when a celebrity dies. 
I’m under no illusion that 
they don’t know who I am 
and I’m also not a star-
struck person so everyone 
in my mind is pretty equal. 
We all put our pants on 
one leg at a time. 

But the out pouring of 
love for Dolly Parton is a 
rare thing and many of us 
feel a real sense of loss. I 
think this is especially true 
in Tennessee. 

Dolly seemed to be able 
to rise above politics, ce-
lebrity, and scandal to 
really just try to do good. 
Many of us have been to 
Dollywood with our kids 
or grandkids and had a 
great time. 

If you’ve raised Kids in 
Tennessee in the last few 
years you know that she 
mailed more than 300 mil-
lion free books through 

the Imagination Library. 
There are stories abound-
ing about how people who 
lost everything in a fire 
would get checks from her 
privately. 

She legitimately used 
her amazing business acu-
men and celebrity it ap-
pears mostly for Good. 

I’ve seen the most left-
wing blue haired liberals 
morning her passing just 
like I’ve seen the most 
buttoned up conservative, 
red tie folks be sad to see 
her leaving us. Even athe-
ists say that effectively 
she lived out the Chris-
tian Faith, the way that 
the rest of us are supposed 
to—even not be believing 

themselves that it’s even 
necessarily real. 

Dolly Parton sold more 
than 100 million records, 
wrote more than 3,000 
songs, scored 25 No. 1s 
on Billboard Hot Country 
Songs (the most by any 
woman), took two Hot 100 
No. 1s with “9 to 5” and 

“Islands in the Stream,” 
and was named  Bill-
board’s No. 1 country 
artist of all time, while 
her own “I Will Always 
Love You” later spent 14 
weeks at No. 1 in Whit-
ney Houston’s hands. She 
collected 10 competitive 
Grammys plus a Lifetime 

Achievement Grammy, 
about 10 CMA awards in-
cluding 1978 Entertainer 
of the Year, about 13 ACM 
awards, an Emmy, two 
Oscar nominations and the 
Jean Hersholt Humanitar-
ian Award, a Tony nomi-
nation, and induction into 
the Country Music Hall of 
Fame, Songwriters Hall of 
Fame, Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame, Grand Ole Opry, 
and Kennedy Center Hon-
ors, along with the Nation-
al Medal of Arts.

Imagine all that, and be-
ing on a Hollywood walk 
of fame and a multimil-
lionaire, and all anybody 
can talk about is how 
much good you did for 
people. 

This loss is sad. But I’ll 
tell you her view right 
now is beautiful. She 
is seeing streets made 
of gold but so pure that 

they’re clear. Think about 
what that must be like. We 
see a very limited range 
of colors with our naked 
eyes. Even our basic ma-
chines can see more colors 
than us. 

But imagine a perfect 
remade body in the place 
it was always supposed 
to be—walking around in 
the presence of God.  Go 
rest high on that moun-
tain; your work on earth 
is done; Go to heaven 
a-shoutin’…. Goodbye, 
Dolly. 

Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malprac-
tice, and disability. He 
often addresses churches, 
clubs, and groups with-
out charge. Peel may be 
reached through PeelLaw-
Firm.com wherein other 
articles may be accessed.

Remembering a Legend — I Miss Dolly
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EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Campbell Clinic Becomes 
the Mid-South’s Largest 
High School Sports Medi-
cine Network with Expan-
sion of Sports Medicine 
Outreach Program. New 
partnerships with Hous-
ton High School, Memphis 
University School, Lake-
land Preparatory School, 
Millington Central High 
School and DeSoto Central 
High School grow Camp-
bell Clinic’s physician-led 
athletic training and sports 
medicine program to 19 
schools across Tennessee 
and North Mississippi

  MEMPHIS — Camp-
bell Clinic Orthopaedics 
is proud to announce the 
expansion of its nationally 
recognized Sports Med-
icine Outreach Program 
through new partnerships 
with Houston High School, 
Memphis University 
School (MUS), Lakeland 
Preparatory School, Mill-
ington Central High School 
and DeSoto Central High 

School.
With these additions, 

Campbell Clinic now pro-
vides comprehensive sports 
medicine services to  19 
high schools throughout 
the Mid-South and North 
Mississippi, creating  the 
region’s largest integrated 
high school sports medicine 
network. 

The program combines 
fellowship-trained ortho-
paedic sports medicine phy-
sicians and surgeons with 
certified athletic trainers 
embedded with the school’s 
athletic program, providing 
student-athletes with imme-
diate access to expert inju-
ry prevention, evaluation, 
treatment, rehabilitation, 
emergency care, and return-
to-play management.

  For decades, Campbell 
Clinic has invested in the 
health and safety of stu-
dent-athletes by bringing 
orthopaedic specialists and 
certified athletic trainers 
directly to schools through-
out the region. This latest 
expansion reinforces the 
practice’s commitment to 
ensuring young athletes 
have access to the highest 
level of sports medicine 

care, from the sidelines and 
training room to the operat-
ing room and back to com-
petition.

“Campbell Clinic has 
always believed that ex-
ceptional sports medicine 
begins where athletes com-
pete every day,” said Daniel 
Shumate, Chief Executive 
Officer of Campbell Clinic. 

Houston High School 
will be served by Dr. Mat-
thew Gilbert, an orthopae-
dic sports medicine phy-
sician and proud  Houston 
High School alumnus and a 
multi-sport athlete, having 
played both baseball and 
football at Houston.

“Houston High played 
an important role in 
shaping who I am to-
day,”  said  Dr.  Matthew 
Gilbert.  “It’s incredibly 
meaningful to return to my 
alma mater and care for the 
next generation of Mustang 
athletes. My goal is to help 
every student-athlete stay 
healthy, recover quick-
ly, and safely return to the 
sports they love.”

Dr. David Spence (pediat-
ric orthopaedic/sports med-
icine surgeon) and  Dr.  Ty-
ler Brolin  (shoulder/elbow 

orthopaedic surgeon) will 
serve as team physicians 
for Memphis University 
School (MUS). Dr. Spence, 
an MUS alumnus, Class of 
1997, returns to the school 
where his own athletic jour-
ney began.

“MUS has always 
been a special place to 
me,”  said  Dr.  David Spen-
ce.  “It’s an honor to give 
back to a school that helped 
shape my life by caring 
for its student-athletes. I 
look forward to working 
alongside the coaches, ath-
letic trainers, students, and 
families to help keep these 
athletes performing at their 
best.”

Dr.  Austin Hardaway, 
sports medicine surgeon 
and an  Arlington High 
School alumnus, will pro-
vide sports medicine surgi-
cal coverage for Lakeland 
Preparatory School, and Dr. 
Mariam Mansour  will pro-
vide primary care sports 
medicine coverage.

Campbell Clinic will also 
provide comprehensive 
sports medicine services 
to Millington Central High 
School and DeSoto Central 
High School. In terms of the 

practice’s presence in North 
Mississippi, Campbell 
Clinic already serves Horn 
Lake High School, Cen-
ter Hill High School, and 
Southaven High School. 

Whether in the Shelby 
County, Tipton County, 
DeSoto County or other ar-
eas in the Mid-South region, 
Campbell Clinic’s sports 
medicine services help en-
sure that student-athletes 
have access to nationally 
recognized orthopaedic 
specialists and certified ath-
letic trainers.

A cornerstone of Camp-
bell Clinic’s outreach pro-
gram is its team of 29 cer-
tified athletic trainers, who 
are embedded within each 
partner school and serve 
as the first line of care for 
student-athletes throughout 
the school year.

“Our athletic trainers be-
come part of each school’s 
athletic family,” said Thad-
deus Avery, Manager of 
Athletic Training Services 
at Campbell Clinic. “We’re 
there every day—not just 
on Friday nights—to help 
prevent injuries, respond 
when they happen, guide 
recovery, and advocate for 

every student-athlete. Hav-
ing our physicians and cer-
tified athletic trainers work-
ing together gives schools 
and families confidence 
that their athletes are re-
ceiving not just emergency 
care, but the highest level 
of sports medicine preven-
tative care.”

Today, Campbell Clinic’s 
Sports Medicine Outreach 
Program represents the Mid-
South’s largest integrated 
high school sports medicine 
network, serving  19 high 
schools across Tennessee 
and North Mississippi. In 
addition, Campbell Clinic 
physicians proudly serve as 
the official team physicians 
for University of Memphis 
Athletics, CBU Athletics, 
Rhodes College, Memphis 
Redbirds and numerous 
other professional teams 
and clubs.

 As Campbell Clinic con-
tinues to expand its out-
reach efforts, its mission 
remains unchanged: to keep 
athletes healthy, prevent 
injuries whenever possible, 
and provide world-class 
orthopaedic care that helps 
athletes safely return to the 
activities they love.

Campbell Clinic takes over area sidelines and gyms
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star
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The late great Tennessean Dolly 
Parton might have cracked a smile 
from Heaven the evening of Sept. 1 
on behalf of the Tipton-Rosemark 
Academy Lady Rebels. 

Head Coach Harry Sinis’ “9 to 5” 
combination of goalie Zadie Reburn 
and all-time leading scorer Payton 
Biggs proved to be too much for the 
area rival Brighton Lady Cardinals. 

Reburn had another solid night in 
front of the net, but did give up her 
first goal of the 2026 season to Lady 
Cardinal standout Brooke McClel-
land. 

TRA had enough firepower with 
four goals from Biggs, adding to 
her total, to prevail 5-1. 

The Lady Rebels improved to 4-0 
on the season and added another 
Highway 51 showdown win to the 
list after beating Ripley and Mun-
ford by the combined score of 15-0.

“It means a lot because all these 
families and these kids know one 
another and live in the area — 

grandparents, cousins, uncles and 
aunts,” Sinis noted. “You take a 
little pride because everyone lives 
here. When you see them down the 
street you want to know you’re on 
the better side of it.”

TRA also claimed a 7-0 win 
over Jackson Christian. The game 
against Brighton started with Biggs 
locating teammate Peyton Sykes 
streaking to the Lady Cardinal goal. 
Sykes chipped the ball into the net 
for the 1-0 advantage 4 minutes and 
20 seconds into the game. 

Less than two minutes later Biggs 
took care of business with her first 
goal of the game. 

With less than 10 minutes re-

maining in the first half, Biggs out-
raced the Brighton defense to score 
on a breakaway to make the tally 
3-0 with 7:46 on the clock. 

Maybe the Lady Cardinals of 
Head Coach Kelsi Williams were a 
little sluggish after a marathon sev-
en days. 

“The season is going better than 
expected, we have a really small 
team this year,” Williams said. “It’s 
been a rebuilding year — a lot of 
fresh faces. I do have six seniors 
and they’re a really good group. 
Just dealing with injuries and every-
thing else throughout, the heat has 
really been keeping us down. 

“We had to reschedule our first 

week of games,” she continued. “So 
we’ve had four games in a week 
now. This was our fourth one this 
week. They are worn out and tired,” 
Williams acknowledged. “We were 
just unlucky and didn’t finish out on 
our opportunities.”

Brighton was unbeaten coming 
into the TRA game with wins over 
Covington and Crosstown. The 
Lady Cardinals tied MHEA.

By the time Biggs scored her third 
goal of the game midway in the 
second half it was evident Brighton 
was about to suffer its first loss of 
the season. 

Biggs scored one more time as 
the sun set over the Brighton Soc-
cer Field. The Lady Cardinals kept 
attacking and were able to achieve 
something the Lady Tigers, Lady 
Cougars or Lady Eagles could do. 
Brighton’s All-Region midfielder 
McClelland was able to negotiate 
the ball past Reburn.

Williams said her young squad 
is developing for a run at the Mill-
ington Lady Trojans and try to win 
their district title. 

“You saw in the game tonight 

we maintained possession for the 
majority of the game,” she said. “I 
know what the score sheet says, 
they had the ball the majority of the 
time and won the 50/50 balls. They 
had some good passes stringed to-
gether. I think if they get more con-
sistent the entire game they’ll have 
it down.”

Meanwhile the Lady Rebels are 
formulating a game plan that will be 
music to Sinis ears to take on quali-
ty teams further up the road. 

“In our district, USJ is the top 
team in the district and maybe the 
top team in the State this year,” he 
said. “You’ve got Trinity Christian, 
both of those teams are awesome. 
We have Payton Biggs who is a 
tremendous player. She’s the only 
one that plays club soccer. In other 
words, she’s our only girl who plays 
soccer year round. Our other girls 
are other-sport first. 

“Those other two schools I just 
named are soccer-first schools,” he 
concluded. “They’ll be a real chal-
lenge. But we’re going to go up 
there and compete and do our best 
and see what happens.”

The Covington Lady Chargers have 
been the reigning queens of District 15-
2A the past couple of years.

In marathon and highly-contested bat-
tles with their rival the Millington Lady 
Trojans, Covington has found a way to 
win the crucial and championship games 
when it mattered most. 

The first showdown between the two 
best teams in the league took place in the 
William Osteen Gymnasium Thursday 
night. Once again the matchup lived up 
to expectations with three thrilling sets. 

Like past scripts, Covington emerged 
victorious 25-19, 25-22 and 25-22 led by 
senior standout Ava Mccalla. 

Although Millington came up short, 
Lady Trojans Head Coach Lauren Pan-
nell saw a path and solution to reverse 
future outcomes. 

“We only lost this because of missed 
serves,” she noted. “By the second set 

we had 10 missed serves. Then in the 
third set, they didn’t miss any. But by 
that point there were two really bad calls 
during critical moments of the game. If 
that had not happened, we might have 
had that set.”

McCalla ended the first set with a spike 
to give Covington the 25-19 win. In the 
second set Millington kept things close 
leading 16-12 behind solid play from 
Taylor Lockhart, Malorri Carter and 

Charlotte Nelson. With Londyn Maclin 
blocking a couple of Covington attacks at 
the net, the Lady Trojans were on their 
way to deadlocking the overall sets. 

Then Covington received an ace from 
Layton Smith that sparked a 13-6 rally 
for the Lady Chargers. Covington did 
take advantage of Millington errors to 
prevail 25-22 and go ahead 2-0 in sets. 
McCalla once again closed out the frame 
with a kill at the net. 

Millington limited errors in the third set 
and was ahead 15-10 after a Carter spike. 
Covington called a timeout and came out 
of the stoppage to chip away at the Lady 
Trojan advantage. 

McCalla executed a soft tip through the 
Millington defense to even up the third 
set 18-18.

The set had three more ties before Cov-
ington was able to close out the game 
with a spike from Maggie Elder and a 
McCalla ace to win 25-22.

Pannell said she hopes her team under-
stands they are on the verge of being the 

champions of District 15-2A if they get 
stronger in a couple of areas.

“Don’t miss serves and keep emotions 
on our side of the net,” she noted. “Don’t 
allow them to regulate your emotions in 
any kind of way. I do think they let them 
get into their heads every now and then. 
You can’t do that.”

Pannell, first year as head coach of her 
alma mater, said she left the court with a 
valuable lesson as well.

“As a coach I usually don’t talk about 
missed serves because I feel like it would 
make it worse,” she said. “Tonight I did. 
Right before we played that third set I 
said, ‘You guys missed 10 serves. Y’all 
can’t do that.’ 

“I usually don’t do that because I feel 
it will make it worse, but apparently 
it makes it better,” Pannell concluded. 
“That’s something I learned as a coach 
tonight. And I’ve been coaching for 16 
years. I usually try to walk on eggshells 
when it comes to serving, but I guess I 
won’t do that anymore.”

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

Reburn’s continued solid play paces TRA over Brighton on the pitch
SPORTSExtra

Lady Trojans still left with something to prove after first Covington matchup
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor


