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Dance Nights

A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

Ordinance amends Municipal Code 
to create sidewalk repair program

Brewing Up

Millington Parks and Recreation Dance Nights 2026 kicked 
off in July with DJ Fernando and Russ Vaiden. The next 
two dates will be in August with Jim Mahannah Band on 
the Aug. 4 and Gary Abbott on Aug. 18. The rest of the year 
is scheduled and see Around Town inside to make future 
plans at the Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a fee and for more 
information, call 873-5770 or visit parks4you@milling-
tontn.gov 

The Millington Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen has 
passed an ordinance on final 
reading that creates a sidewalk 
repair assistance program.

Board members took the 
action during their Aug. 10 
regular monthly meeting on a 
motion offered by Alderman 
Bethany Huffman and 
seconded by Alderman John 
Perales.

The motion was passed by 
six affirmative votes, with 
Alderman Chris Ford absent.

The ordinance was passed on 
first reading at the board’s July 
20 meeting.

It states that the board 
considers sidewalks part of 
the “essential” public safety 
infrastructure that promote 
“walkability, accessibility and 
neighborhood quality of life.”  

But it acknowledges 
that some homeowners 
face “financial barriers” to 
correcting sidewalk code 
violations.

So, the board has created 
a program that “supports 
compliance, improves public 
safety and strengthens 
neighborhoods,” while 
remaining subject to annual 
budget appropriations.

The ordinance amends Title 
16, Chapter 3 of the Municipal 
Code by adding Section 16-
307.

It establishes a program to 
provide financial assistance 
to eligible residential property 
owners for the “reasonable 
cost” to repair or replace 
sidewalks that is required by 
the city’s Code Enforcement 
notices.

The ordinance notes that the 
program will only be operated 
during fiscal years in which 
funds are appropriated by the 
board.

It states that the property 
must be “owner-occupied” 
within the city and the owner’s 
“primary residence” for a 

minimum of three years.
The owner must have 

received a sidewalk repair 
notice from the city or must 
demonstrate that repairs 
required by the Municipal 
Code were completed to 
correct a sidewalk “condition.”

Income eligibility will 
“mirror” the qualifications of 
the Shelby County property 
tax relief program for primary 
residences.

Along with annual income 
limits established for that 
program, the qualifications 
will include age, disability or 
veteran status, as applicable.

Subject to available funding, 
the city may increase the 
income eligibility threshold by 
up to 50 percent.

Any adjusted income 
thresholds will be published on 
the city’s Website. 

City Manager Frankie Dakin 
or his designee may require 
documentation verifying 
ownership, occupancy, income 
and compliance with city 
sidewalk standards.

Eligible applicants may:
(a) receive a grant covering 

up to 100 percent of the 
“reasonable” cost of the 
sidewalk repair or replacement; 
or

(b) have the sidewalk 
repaired by the city or its 
contracted agents.

Dakin or his designee will 
determine the “reasonableness” 
of costs based on contractor 
bids, prevailing market rates 
and project scope.

Assistance will be provided 
only to the extent that funds 
remain available.

Huffman 
unopposed 

for fifth term 
as Alderman 
in Position 1

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 

The number of coffee stops in Millington will grow soon with the upcoming arrival of 7 Brew Coffee at  8273 Highway 51 North right next door 
to Abandoned Antiques. There are currently 5 locations in the Memphis area including Bartlett and Germantown. Those interested in employ-
ment at the the establishment can visit https://7brewmemphis.7brewcareers.com

Position 1 Alderman Bethany K. Huffman 
is unopposed for a fifth term in the Nov. 3 
Millington city elections.

A 1990 graduate of The University of 
Memphis, she has a 
Bachelor of Business 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
degree with a major 
in accounting. 
Since 2003, she has 
been the owner of 
Huffman CPA in 
Millington.

Huffman is 
a graduate of 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Millington’s 1996 
inaugural class and, 
since 1999, has 
chaired its Steering 
Committee for 
program content and 
delivery.

She has been a member of the Millington 
Rotary Club since 2005 and served as its 
president from 2008-09. She was the District 
6800 treasurer from 2011-13 and its governor 
for the 2017-18 year.

A member of the Millington Area Chamber 
of Commerce since 2001, Huffman served as 
chairman of its Board of Directors in 2004 
and received its Person of the Year Award in 
2007.

She is a founding member of the Patriot 
Bank’s Board of Directors and has chaired its 
Audit Committee since 2001.

As a lifelong member of the Millington 
First United Methodist Church, she currently 
serves on the Connectional Table of the 
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference 
of the United Methodist Church, assisting 
with the administrative services guide team 
responsible for finances, pensions, benefits, 
buildings and equitable compensation.

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 
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@ Millington Public 
Library

STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Pub-
lic Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years old. 
Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! 
Is your little one still struggling to sit still? No 
problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to 
learn how to sit still, before preschool, in a low 
stress environment the includes breaks to dance 
those wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public 
Library has a Seniors Computer Class. If there is 
a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can 
call the library at 901-872-1585 to make sure 
you attend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Pub-
lic Library has Lego Club for ages 6–12. This 
program has a challenge each week but free 
building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Milling-
ton Public Library have two programs weekly 
both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. 
Wednesday is Storytime and Thursday is an 
educational playtime called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be host-
ing a book sale August 13-16 in the library 
meeting room. Come out and discover your 
next great read. The Millington Public Library is 
located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food 
Pantry

The Millington Food Pantry is located on the 
grounds of Millington First United Methodist 
Church at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, is available 
to qualified residents of 38053 living in Shelby 
County.   Hours of operation are each Tuesday 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., every first Thursday and the 

third Saturday of each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Call 901-872-2771 to make an appointment.   
Appointments are not made  in advance of the 
day the pantry is open.

Lions Club
The Millington Lions Club meets the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at noon. For more 
information, contact President Linda Overstreet 
at 286-2094 or email millingtontnlions@out-
look.com

Senior Exercise
The senior exercise club meets Mondays 

and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the 
Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street in Millington. For more informa-
tion, call 873-5770.

Senior Club
The Millington Senior Citizen’s Club is 

meeting again Wednesdays at 10 a.m. with 
entertainment weekly. The club meets at the 
Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street. For more information, call 873-
5770. 

Warrior’s Heart 
Donations

The Warrior Hearts Foundation has donat-
ed toys to LeBonheur annually, along with 
clothes and, more recently, infant nursery 
equipment to the Cardiac Unit. The founda-
tion’s goal is to raise awareness of congenital 
heart defects and make a long-lasting differ-
ence. With your support, the Warrior Hearts 
Foundation has, and will continue to, carry out 
its mission of aiding and assisting children with 

congenital heart defects and their families. To 
donate visit, warriorsheart.org

CBC Monthly 
Meeting

The Millington City Beautiful Commission 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Millington Public Library located 
at 4858 Navy Road. The public is welcomed to 
attend. Meetings begin at 5:15 p.m. Call 901-
385-9858

Chamber Golf Tourney in 
September

The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf 
Tournament Let Freedom Swing (Education Fund-
raiser) will be held Sept. 26 at Glen Eagle Golf 
Course with check-in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start 
will be noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For more 
information and to register visit millingtonchamber.
com or call 872-1486. 

Goat Days Sept. 12
The 2026 International Goat Days will be held Sept. 
12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Ed Haley Sports 
Complex located at 4885 Bill Knight. Parking is $5. 
For more information on events and entertainment, 
call Millington Parks and Recreation at 873-5770 

and visit the Goat Days page on Facebook.

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
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aroundTOWN

46921664: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Aug. 22 @ 
23:35

46914446: No Emergency - False Alarm - 
Accidental Alarm, on Aug. 22 @ 13:54

46912307: Medical - Illness - Heart 
Problems, on Aug. 22 @ 17:42

46908268: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 22 @14:45

46908007: Medical - Illness - Allergic 
Reaction / Stings, on Aug. 22 @ 14:30

46907629: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 22 @ 13:56

46906159: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 22 @ 13:05

46901623: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 22 @ 10:37

46900488: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 22 @ 10:10

46899605: No Emergency - False Alarm - 
Accidental Alarm, on Aug. 22 @ 9:29

46895392: No Emergency - False Alarm - 
Malfunctioning Alarm, on Aug. 22 @ 6:39

46893275: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Hemorrhage / Laceration, on Aug. 22 @ 3:58

46887700: Medical - Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Aug. 21 @ 21:59

46884941: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, 
on Aug. 21 @ 20:04

46858994: Medical - Illness - Unknown 
Problem, on Aug. 21 @ 16:53

46805437: Medical - Illness - Unconscious 
Victim, on Aug. 21 @ 12:02

46762053: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Fall, 
on Aug. 20 @ 23:18

46759827: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 20 @ 21:27

46751902: Medical - Injury / Trauma - Heat 
/ Cold Exposure, on Aug. 20 @ 19:18

46739419: No Emergency - Cancelled, on 
Aug. 20 @ 18:21

46509298: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 20 @ 4:07

46505076: No Emergency - Cancelled, on 
Aug. 19 @ 22:31

46503605: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 19 @ 21:21

46461640: Public Service - Citizen Assist - 
Person In Distress, on Aug. 19 @ 16:21

46433967: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 19 @ 14:57

46366774: Medical - Illness - Heart 
Problems, on Aug. 19 @ 11:15

46365577: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 19 @ 10:36

46363745: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas Odor, on 
Aug. 19 @ 9:00

46358881: Medical - Illness - Unconscious 
Victim, on Aug. 19 @ 1:35

46357463: Medical - Other - Medical 
Alarm, on Aug. 19 @ 3:42

46352426: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 18 @ 21:10

46349046: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 18 @ 16:20

46340285: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 18 @ 10:40

46332557: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Gunshot Wound, on Aug. 18 @ 10:16

46314824: No Emergency - False Alarm - 
Other False Call, on Aug. 18 @ 5:21

46311147: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 18 @ 0:20

46311136: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 18 @ 5:29

46309856: Medical - Illness - Unconscious 
Victim, on Aug. 17 @ 22:57

46307886: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 17 @ 19:42

46307742: Medical - Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Aug. 17 @ 17:14

46307533: Medical - Illness - Pregnancy / 
Childbirth, on Aug. 17 @ 21:08

46302079: Medical - Illness - Stroke / CVA, 
on Aug. 17 @17:52

46294582: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 17 @ 13:58

46294551: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 17 @ 19:31

46292208: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 17 @ 12:45

46291197: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 17 @ 12:18

46276194: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, on 
Aug. 17 @ 8:49

46270052: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Aug. 17 @ 8:46

46260701: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 8, on Aug. 17 @ 1:16

46252742: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Aug. 16 @ 
17:21

46251656: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 16 @ 14:29

46251601: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Aug. 16 @ 9:24

46232257: Public Service - Citizen Assist - 
Lift Assist, on Aug. 16 @  3:28

areaOBITS
Bessie Marilyn Anderson, 

of Millington
Larry Thomas Bradley, 

of Atoka
Perry Parker Greene, 

of Atoka
Allen Richard Hamilton Sr., 

of Millington
Renee Ann Marie Jordan, 

of Millington
Dennis R. Matthews, 

of Brighton
Mattie Elizabeth Pack, 

of Tipton County
Carol Ann Redditt, 
of Tipton County

John Wesley Sanders Jr, 
of Tipton County

Araceli Villarosa Spiegel, 
of Millington

Applicants will be required to 
submit documentation that may 
include:

(a) proof of identity and 
occupancy

(b) a property deed or tax 
record

(c) income verification
(d) contractor estimates or 

invoices
(e) a Code Enforcement notice; 

or
(f) proof of completed repair
Applicants must certify that all 

information submitted is true and 
correct.

The city will reserve the right 
to reject applicants who fail 
to meet all stated application 
requirements.  

This program may be 

administered as a “direct grant” 
program through a non-profit 
partner with which Dakin or his 
designee is authorized to enter 
into an agreement.

Homeowners who completed 
qualifying sidewalk repairs on 
or after Aug. 1, 2024 may apply 
for reimbursement under this 
program, which will be subject 
to:

(a) verification that the repair 

met city standards
(b) availability of funds; and
(c) approval by Dakin or his 

designee.
The program will not be 

implemented prior to Jan. 1, 
2027.

Subject to the appropriation 
of funds, the specific date 
of implementation will be 
determined by Dakin or his 
designee within Fiscal Year 2027.
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Huffman is a member of the Alumni 
Advisory Board for the Crews School of 
Accountancy in the Fogelman College of 
Business at The University of Memphis.

In July 2026, she was selected as 2nd 
Vice President for the Tennessee Municipal 
League, having served as TML District 8 
Director from 2022-2026.

Huffman was unopposed for re-election 
to a fourth term in the November 2022 
election.

In January 2025, her fellow aldermen 
appointed her as a voting member of the 
Millington Planning Commission.

Regarding ordinances or resolutions that 
should be passed or amended, Huffman 
believes rebuilding “public trust” in 
local government must be the board’s 
“immediate focus.”

She noted that public confidence 
is essential to effective leadership, 
community engagement and long-term 
planning. 

“As our city begins the 10-year 
comprehensive planning process later 
this year,” she said, “we should engage 
residents, review current policies and 
update zoning, growth and planning 
ordinances where needed.”

She also thinks the board should 
simultaneously develop a 10-year 
“strategic plan” for Millington. while 
conducting regular public work sessions to 
gather community input and set priorities 
for the future.

Asked to list three significant issues 
in this election, Huffman cited (a) 

responsive, transparent government, (b) 
fiscal responsibility and stewardship, and 
(c) long-term planning and sustainability.

Regarding transparency, she believes 
effective government requires open 
communication, both internally and 
externally, active public participation 
and a commitment to ensuring that every 
resident’s voice is heard and considered in 
the decision-making process. 

Huffman supports a “comprehensive 
review” of city and school finances from 
the past 10 years that is presented in a 
“clear and understandable” format for the 
public. 

This analysis would evaluate how 
taxpayer dollars have been invested, 
identify future funding needs and help 
guide decisions that maintain the city's 
strong financial position, while delivering 
“quality services.”

Huffman will work with fellow elected 
officials to use resources available through 
The University of Tennessee’s Municipal 
Technical Advisory Service and other 
“professional partners” to engage a 
“municipal planning consultant.”

She believes the “biggest concern” 
currently facing Millington is managing 
growth responsibly, while preserving the 
“qualities” that make the city an “attractive” 
place to live, work and raise a family. 

She acknowledged that the “significant 
growth and investment” the city has 
experienced during the past decade 
has created both “opportunities and 
challenges.”

Huffman believes Millington must 
maintain strong financial stewardship, 

invest strategically in infrastructure and 
public services, and plan thoughtfully for 
future growth.

She considers it “equally important” 
to continue promoting the city as a 
“safe, welcoming community,” while 
clearly communicating its “vision,” 
accomplishments and opportunities to 
residents and prospective businesses. 

“By balancing growth with fiscal 
responsibility, public safety and long-term 
planning,” she said, “we can ensure that 
Millington remains a thriving community 
for future generations.”

To help recruit more businesses and 
industries to locate here, Huffman will 
continue “partnering” with the Chamber 
of Commerce, Industrial Development 
Board and Airport Authority to promote 
Millington as a “great place to do business.”

She will also work with the municipal 
school system to improve academic 
performance and make the district the “top 
choice” for families living in Millington or 
considering a move to the area.

Huffman pledged to continue 
representing all the city’s residents with 
“integrity, transparency and a commitment 
to results.”

Her “priorities” include retaining and 
supporting the city’s “valued” employees, 
public safety personnel and first responders 
through competitive compensation and 
benefits.

She will also continue pursuing “grant” 
opportunities that enhance “quality of 
life” through recreational amenities, trail 
systems and projects like the Big Creek 
recreational area.

HUFFMAN, pg. 2A
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The phrase “number two” 
has a double meaning enter-
ing the annual M&M Bowl 
between the Millington Tro-
jans and Munford Cougars. 

The host Cougars entered 
the Munford Football Sta-
dium with a high ranking 
across the state of Tennes-
see. Meanwhile the Trojans 
made the trip up Highway 
51 Friday night for the sec-
ond game of ‘The Scott 
Blair Era.’ 

When the final whistle 
sounded under the full moon 
shining over Munford, the 
Cougars were owners of a 
61-0 victory over their ri-
vals. 

“Awesome and beautiful 
crowd here tonight,” Mun-
ford Head Coach Slade Cal-
houn said. “Millington fans 
really showed up. Our fans 
showed up. Very important 
to win these rivalry games, 
and local games.”

Blair’s first M&M Bowl 
as head coach of the Trojans 
was humbling for the leader 
of a young program.

“They showed why they’re 
the No. 2 team in the state,” 
Blair noted. “They showed 
what we need to do and what 
we need to fix — things we 
need to work on. Again, 
we’re just a young team. We 
made too many mistakes. 
We thought we had a good 
game plan going in. It just 
didn’t work out tonight.”

Munford’s game plan 
was working in all three 
phases against Millington. 
The Cougars (2-0) took the 
opening drive down the field 
concluding in a Tay Starks 
3-yard touchdown run. Qua 
Bell added the two-point 
conversion for an 8-0 lead 
less than 2 minutes into the 
game. 

After the Trojans (0-2) 
turned the ball over on 
downs, Starks took the first 
handoff 29 yards to the 
house. Jaheim Smith had the 
honors of the two-point con-
version to make the score 
16-0 at the 7:27 mark of the 
first quarter. 

Munford’s not-so-secret 
weapon of kicker Lucas 
Crowell shined for the next 

few minutes of the M&M 
Bowl. Crowell executed two 
onside kicks that resulted in 
Cougar recoveries. 

The first turnover led to a 
Nathan Messer 1-yard TD 
run to make the score 22-0. 
The next onside recovery set 
the table for Dixon Mooney-
ham. He exploded through 
the Trojan defense for a 50 
yard TD run. Tyrynn Jones’ 
two-point conversion made 
the score 30-0 with 5:51 
remaining in the opening 
period. 

“We want to find guys who 
want to play aggressively,” 
Blair acknowledged. “One 
of our problems the past 
couple of weeks has been 
our aggressiveness. We’ll 
make tackles and things, but 

we have to have guys who 
are getting after it. 

“We can do it,” he added. 
“We do it in practice. We’ve 
been spending a lot of time 
reacting to what people are 
doing to us, instead of doing 
it to them, forcing them to 
react.”

The Cougars led 38-0 at 
the end of the first quar-
ter closing out things in 
grand fashion with a Smith 
88-yard touchdown. After 
Smith navigated through 
the Millington defense for 
the score, he added the two-
point conversion.

Munford scored twice in 
the second quarter with Qua 
Bell crossing the goal line 
with a 6-yard TD run. Mess-
er added the two points to 

make it 46-0. 
Before halftime Starks 

added his second touchdown 
of the night with a 4-yard 
run. 

The only touchdown of 
the second half came courte-
sy of Germarione Turner to 
make the final 61-0.

“Experience can fix a lot 
of this and the only way 
to get it is to do it,” Blair 
said. “We had some things 
that definitely didn’t go our 
way. We learned a couple 
of things about ourselves. 
We definitely outsmarted 
ourselves with some of the 
things we were doing. 

“They definitely took ad-
vantage of us on the onside 
kicks earlier,” he added. 
“That will get fixed. We 

felt like we had chances on 
a couple of the deep balls. 
We were close to a couple 
of them. Close doesn’t help 
when it’s 61-0. Moving for-
ward we have a lot to do.”

Millington moves for-
ward with its home opener 
for 2026 welcoming league 
foe Lakeland to town for a 7 
p.m. kickoff. 

Munford had a bye week 
before welcoming Wood-
ford County (Ky.), Hay-
wood and Whitehaven to 
Tipton County.

“We’ve just got to work on 
us,” Calhoun said. “We have 
to rebuild our depth because 
we’ve had some injuries. We 
will reinstall things on of-
fense and defense next week 
during the bye week. We’ll 
use the Woodford script or 
the Whitehaven script to get 
ready for that. The No. 2 5-A 
school in the state of Ken-
tucky is coming down here 
with a bunch of D-I com-
mits. Guys who coached and 
played in the NFL, they’re 
not coming down here six or 
seven hours to lose. 

“We were very, very for-
tunate to win that game last 
year,” he concluded. “They 
don’t turn the ball over late, 
I don’t know if we come out 
with that one. The next three 
weeks are just going to be 
brutal. That’s why you do 
it because a real competitor 
wants to play the toughest 
opponents. We’re trying 
to get ready for the end of 
the year and the playoffs to 
achieve our goals.”

COUGAR CRUISE CONTROL
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

Cougars use all three phases of the game to control Millington in M&M Bowl

35-33

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Munford Cougar defense dominated the Millington Trojan offensive unit Friday night holding the Trojans scoreless in the 2026 M&M Bowl in the Munford Football Stadium. Meanwhile the 
Cougars racked up 61 points to improve to 2-0 on the young season. 

When the score of the first set 
between the rivals Munford Lady 
Cougars and Brighton Lady Car-
dinals was tied at 30-30, those in 
attendance in the Brighton Gymna-
sium knew they were witnessing an 
epic.

Once Brighton’s Briley Bennett 
was able to push the ball over the 
net and it hit the court, the Lady 
Cardinals’ 35-33 first set victory 
was one for the record books. 

“I’ve coached for 10 years, played 
for seven before that and I have 
never, never seen or been part of 
one,” Munford Head Coach Shayna 
Stewart said. “So that was crazy.”

The next two sets were compet-
itive with the youthful Lady Car-
dinals earning their second win of 
the young season 35-33, 25-21 and 
25-21.

“We had Bartlett out the gate in 
the first game and they just kind of 
reload over there,” Brighton Head 
Coach John Garrett said. “Right 
now we’re in that learning, grow-
ing stage. We’re young across the 
board. I have 11 freshmen on the 
team varsity and junior varsity. To-

night we played four freshmen on 
the varsity. My libero “Molly Q”is a 
freshman this year and she’s getting 
after it. She’s holding that libero 
spot down.”

Molly Quirarte contributed 
alongside Brighton standouts like 
Bennett, Aeryl Potter and Emma 
Smith. Setting the table for most of 
the points scored by the Lady Car-
dinals was Greta Garrett. 

On the other side of the net, Lady 
Cougars like Bailey Harp, May-
cee Walker, Allison Plascencia and 
Makaylah Tolliver kept Munford 

on the verge of victory throughout 
the night. 

In the second set Brighton surged 
ahead 19-9 behind serves points 
from Braeley Lopez and Potter. 
Then Tolliver sparked a 10-3 run 
for the Lady Cougars with various 
scores from pushes to spikes. When 
her teammate Ava Irvin blocked 
a Brighton spike attempt for a 
point,  the score was 22-19. 

Garrett called a timeout to regroup 
his Lady Cardinals and Brighton 
was able to obtain the final three 
points including a Lexi McInytre 

overhead volley score to make the 
final 25-21.

The third set was close through-
out with Brighton getting service 
points from Lilly Wright. Munford 
countered with Plascencia and 
Walker scoring at the net. After a 
Tolliver tip made the score 22-19 
in favor of Brighton, the Lady Car-
dinals closed out things outscoring 
Munford 3-2.

“I graduated a lot from last year,” 
Garrett noted. “I’ve had to replace 
both outside hitters, my libero and 
both middles. We’re a build in prog-
ress.”

Garrett said he hopes the first set 
victory helps his girls mature and 
understand how to handle pressure. 

“I hope they learned they can 
do it for one,” he said. “Over the 
weekend we played at the Spartan 
Showdown that Saturday. We had 
leads and then we let them go. This 
one we kept fighting. It’s good to 
see they fought through it and they 
were able to pull it out. We’ve had 
leads like against Crockett County. 
We had them down 10 and it got to 
23-23. 

“Now they know they can do 
it,” he continued. “It’s the growing 
pains of learning how to win and 
learning what they need to do to 

win.”
Part of an epic set, one team can 

still be a winner while taking the 
defeat.

“I honestly was amazed by how 
much back and forth we had to do,” 
Stewart said. “How it kept, ‘Well 
let’s get one more to tie it. Let’s get 
two to win it.’ I say a lot in those 
situations, ‘It’s a game to two. It’s a 
game to two.’ I started to see them 
saying, ‘Hey, let’s get two.’ I

“I was seeing who was stepping 
up as a leader in that situation was 
big,” she added. “Who was keeping 
the other girls up? Especially after 
some really long points. I saw a lot 
of not necessarily volleyball skills, 
but leadership and teammate skills. 
That’s the kind of situation where 
that kind of stuff shines. OK, she’s 
stepping up and she really wants it.”

Stewart said she can’t wait for the 
rematch Sept. 10 at their place.

“Next step is improving every 
single day because if you’re not get-
ting better, you’re getting worse,” 
she concluded. “It’s the little things 
and making little improvements. 
Coming together as a team and I’ve 
been mixing up our rotation every 
single game. There’s no solid start-
ing six. There’s a starting eight that 
kind of rotates in and out.”

Epic first set is latest chapter in the classic volleyball rivalry of Munford vs. Brighton
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor
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With the 2026-27 cal-
endar still in the infant 
stage, the entire study 
body of the Millington 
Intermediate School 
had the date of Aug. 21 
marked on the calendar. 

Just 11 days into 
the school year, the 
youthful Trojans in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth 
grade loaded up bus-
es and ventured to the 
Millington Performing 
Arts Center. 

With Principal James 
Brown donning his 
green and white check-
ered overalls, it was 
time for new students 
of MIS to be chosen. 

“Last year at MIS we 
started a ‘House Sys-
tem,’” Brown noted. 
“In a nutshell, all staff 
and students are sorted 
into houses within our 
school. You can think 
of a house as a team. 
The purpose behind 
this idea is we want to 
build small communi-
ties within our school 
where students can have 
a sense of belonging, 
develop relationships 
with staff and students 
they may not ordinarily 
come in contact with.”

The PAC was divided 
into four colorful sec-
tions of Blue (Reveur), 
Black (Altruismo), 
Green (Isibindi) and 
Red (Amistad). 

“Share house pride 
and school spirit in 
various competitions, 
and promote a positive, 
exciting atmosphere,” 
Brown continued to 
explain. “Houses meet 
monthly to discuss 
character traits and par-
ticipate in fun activities. 
Houses also compete in 
numerous competitions 
throughout the year - 
academic, attendance, 
food drives, nursing 
home donations, and 
physical activities. Al-
though we are all split 
into different houses, 
we do have one uniting 
mantra that is taught in 

our school - Four Hous-
es, One Family.”

The sorting ceremony 
had the entire school 
and special guests Mil-
lington Municipal Su-
perintendent James 
“Bo” Griffin, Deputy 
Superintendent Mark 
Neal, other support-
ers from other MMSD 
schools. 

“This idea is not orig-
inal to MIS,” Brown ac-
knowledged. “Numer-
ous schools across the 
country and world use 
this system to help es-
tablish a fun and warm 
atmosphere.

The idea derived from 
the Ron Clark Acade-
my, a non-profit middle 
school and professional 
development hub in At-
lanta, founded by Ron 
Clark and Kim Bearden. 

It serves as an expe-
riential training ground 
where visiting educa-
tors from around the 
world learn dynamic, 

high-energy teaching 
methods and innovative 
school culture practic-
es. 

Ron Clark is famous 
for pioneering the RCA 
House System, which 
sorts students and 
staff into distinct peer 
groups, such as Amis-
tad (friendship), Isibin-
di (courage), Altruismo 
(giving), and Rêveur 
(dreamers), to build 
camaraderie, character, 
and school spirit. 

Students walked up on 
the stage and selected a 
random bag. Inside was 
the graffiti color that 
would determine their 
future House. 

When MIS left the 
PAC that morning, ev-
eryone from Princi-
pal Brown to crossing 
guard Velda had their 
home.

Check out the footage 
at https://youtube.com/
live/oP2tnD4e34I?fea-
ture=share

Making a New Home

VFW Post No. 7175, 4681 
Cuba Millington Rd., scored 
94 in a follow-up inspection 
Aug. 25, up from 89 on Au-
gust 14. The three items cited 
as uncorrected violations in 
the earlier inspection — the 
can opener, a cutting board 
and the ice machines — no 
longer appear on the report.

The follow-up still noted 
unlabeled condiment bot-
tles in a prep cooler, a large 
opening at the rear door, ice 
buildup in a deep freezer, a 
missing dumpster drain plug, 

and a ceiling tile that is not 
smooth.

Six Millington establish-
ments were inspected Au-
gust 25. Millington Early 
Learning Academy, 3660 
Shelby Road, was inspected 
as a child care facility, and 
the state site lists its score as 
pending rather than posting a 
grade. The inspector found a 
leaking toilet in the girls’ re-
stroom, stained rugs in class-
rooms 1, 2 and 3, dusty vents 
in classrooms 5 and 6, and an 
opening in the fence, noting 
the fence should be repaired 
to prevent rodent or pest en-
try. The academy’s food ser-
vice operation scored 99 the 

same day, cited only for an 
open dumpster door.

Millington Intermediate 
School, 4964 Cuba-Mill-
ington Rd., scored 99 for no 
quaternary test strips at the 
three-compartment sink and 
no smoking sign at the rear 
entrance.

Two before-and-after 
school programs scored a 
perfect 100: Millington Ear-
ly Learning Y Care, 3660 
Shelby Road, and Millington 
Intermediate School Y Care 
Aftercare, 4964 Cuba-Mill-
ington Rd.

Inspection reports are pub-
lic record. Complete reports 
for all Tennessee establish-

ments are available at inspec-
tions.myhealthdepartment.
com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspections 
at a Glance

Millington health inspec-
tions, August 24-31, 2026. 
Source: Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Millington Early Learn-
ing Y Care — 3660 Shelby 
Road School buildings, rou-
tine, August 25 — Score: 
100 No violations noted.

Millington Intermediate 
School Y Care Aftercare — 
4964 Cuba-Millington Road. 
School buildings, routine, 
August 25 — Score: 100 No 

violations noted.
Millington Early Learn-

ing Academy (Facility) — 
3660 Shelby Road. Child 
care facility, routine, August 
25 — Score: Pending — no 
score posted on state site Toi-
let leaking in girls’ restroom. 
Stained rugs in classrooms. 

Opening observed at fence; 
repair fence to prevent ro-
dent or pest entry. Comment: 
classrooms 1, 2 and 3 stained 
rugs; classrooms 5 and 6 
dusty vents.

VFW Post No. 7175 — 
4681 Cuba Millington Road

Food service, follow-up, 
August 25 — Score: 94 (up 
from 89 on August 14)

Unlabeled condiment bot-
tles in prep cooler. Large 
opening at rear door.

Ice buildup in deep freez-
er. Missing dumpster drain 
plug. Ceiling tile not smooth.

Millington Intermediate 
School — 4964 Cuba-Mil-
lington Road. Food service, 
routine, August 25 — Score: 
99

No quaternary test strips at 
three-compartment sink.

No smoking sign at rear 
entrance.

Millington Early Learn-
ing Academy — 3660 Shel-
by Road. Food service, rou-
tine, August 25 — Score: 99

Dumpster door open.

VFW post improves to 94 as three repeat violations clear
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star

Millington Intermediate School celebrates 
new tradition that builds overall unity

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor



Lifelong Resident. Raised 
my family here. Volunteer.  
Love Millington. Want to 
give back.  Listen to citizens.  
Fresh Ideas.  Move Milling-
ton forward.

As we enter this year’s 
election cycle for Aldermen 
in Millington, these gener-
ic phrases will undoubtedly 
appear all over our Facebook 
feeds as prospective alder-
men try to convince you to 
support them.  While these 
phrases don’t indicate any-
thing negative, they are also 
useless for voters to deter-
mine who would actually be 
the right person to move this 
city forward.   

Move Millington for-
ward… To what?

When I was a candidate 
for Millington School Board 
in 2022, I fell into this same 
trap.  I cared… thought I 
could help… had experience 
and judgment… but I did 

not have tangible positions.  
I could have done better.  I 
didn’t need to know how the 
system worked to understand 
and articulate the outcomes I 
wanted.

Looking back, my cam-
paign lacked a strong mes-
sage of what needed to be 
accomplished.  I should have 
been more explicit about the 
outcomes I intended to move 
the district toward.

There is an enormous 
information gap between 
government insiders and 
elected officials. The folks 
we elect, once in office, are 
immediately overwhelmed 
with information (budgets, 
personnel, ordinances, le-

gal restrictions, operational 
nuances).  Getting things 
done by the government is 
difficult. State law dictates 
a lot.  Intergovernmental re-
lationships are complicated.  
Folks on the inside under-
stand this better than any-
one.  Therefore, the details 
matter and candidates will 
have to learn how to navi-
gate them.   However, this 
information exchange tends 
to reinforce institutional mo-
mentum.  The recent national 
debate over Flock cameras is 
an example of this situation.  
While evaluating the impact 
of Flock cameras, the police 
department is going to put 
substantial weight on wheth-
er cameras help accomplish 
its public safety goals. Elect-
ed officials are responsible 
for bringing competing prin-
ciples, like privacy, into the 
evaluation, or a program will 
easily remain as a default.  

This can lead to an erosion 
of an official’s independence. 
Elected officials begin to rely 
on the government to explain 
how things work.  Then of-
ficials begin to increasingly 
rely on the government to 
determine what is possible. 
Then the death knell: rely-
ing on the government to 
determine what the priorities 
should be.  Good elected of-
ficials learn.  Great elected 
officials use what they learn 
to navigate the system with-
out surrendering their own 
priorities.

This creates a situation 
where the responsibilities of 
the city administration and 
our representatives begin 
to blur… all in the name of 
cooperation. This is why it is 
important for candidates to 
have clearly defined princi-
ples and priorities before tak-
ing office.  Cooperation with 
the city administration is 

inevitable and required, but 
elected officials with clearly 
defined principles are also 
required to ensure our city is 
moving in the direction that 
voters intend.

Why does this happen?   
Because we, the voters, al-
low it.  We complain about 
aldermen being reactive af-
ter they are elected, while 
rewarding them for being 
vague during a campaign.  
Why would a candidate take 
a position that might alienate 
a voter when they can just 
run a successful campaign 
on good vibes?  This rewards 
vague promises.  We must 
demand that candidates get 
on the record, and election 
season is the time when vot-
ers have leverage. 

During this election, we 
should ask candidates direct 
questions: What is Milling-
ton trying to become?  A 
community attracting young 

families?  One attracting re-
tirees? Attracting industry?   
What does growth mean?  Or 
ask the questions that are im-
portant to you.

As the campaigns take 
shape, ask pointed questions.  
Get details on vague visions.  
Ask follow-up questions 
about vague commitments. 
Force a conversation that 
reveals what a candidate 
believes. Putting candidates 
on the record doesn’t mean 
they can never change their 
mind.  But it does allow vot-
ers to ask what changed.  The 
future of our city should not 
be determined by the city ad-
ministration… If we do it, it 
should be determined by the 
citizens.

McGovern is a longtime 
contributor to The Millington  
Star and involved, commu-
nity leader. Please send re-
sponses to starmillington@
gmail.com
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Move Millington Forward... To What?

Continuing my America 
250 celebration, it is time 
to showcase the medium 
that was invited about 100 
years ago. 

The television came 
to formation throughout 
the 1920s and reached 
mainstream form about 
1927. I am old enough to 
remember needing three 
additional men to move a 
floor-model TV. Today I 
can move an 85-inch tele-
vision by myself in sec-
onds. 

From analog 
channels to ca-
ble, I have seen 
them all. Today 
we have mul-
tiple streaming 
platforms and 
social media to 
watch. You can 
even view many 
programs on your cellular 
devices. TV is filled with 
entertainment, informa-
tion and nonsense. Who 
are the pioneers of niche 
and genres that came into 
our living rooms the past 
100 years?

It is time to shine a light 
on the men and women 
who paved the way for 
shows, networks and nu-
merous wannabes. 

10. Julia Childs
We wouldn’t have the 

Food Network if it wasn’t 
for Julia Childs. Not only 
did she teach us unique 
recipes, Childs gave us 
catchphrases, side banter 
and her trademark accent. 
She became TV’s lovable 
“French Chef.” America 
embraced her from her 
voice to her statuous stat-
ure. Childs made cooking 
and preparing complex 
dishes and savory sauce 
appointment TV. 

9. Dick Van Dyke
The art of being a “TV 

Dad” was brought to life 
by Dick Van Dyke. Van 
Dyke combined vocal 
comedy with slapstick hu-
mor to entertain the mass-
es in sitcom form. 

Van Dyke was the big-
gest star of 1960s TV 
comedy by being a prat-
fall-prone suburban hus-
band in “The Dick Van 
Dyke Show” . 

8. Billy Graham
Today there are several 

networks dedicated to reli-
gion on the airwaves. The 
man who brought God to 
the mainstream was the 
late Billy Graham. He was 
ordained as a Southern 
Baptist minister. Through 
his crusades and large 
gatherings, Graham creat-
ed a formula to broadcast 
his sermons to reach the 
public in the comfort of 
their own homes.   Gra-
ham became a   power-
ful cultural and political 
force in the U.S. through 
televised sermons, radio 
broadcasts and massive 

revival rallies.   forging 
close ties with several 
presidents.  Thanks to re-
cordings, people can still 
learn from a Billy Graham 
Special today. 

7. Diahann Carroll & 
Bill Cosby

A wall was knocked 
down in the late 1960s 
when Diahann Carroll led 
a primetime TV show as 
a black woman with “Ju-
lia.” Carroll was given the 
ball to carry a show back 
in 1968.   She became 

the first black 
actress to star 
in a network 
series—with-
out playing a 
maid. In “Julia” 
she portrayed 
a nurse, open-
ing a path for 
shows like 227, 

Girlfriends, Living Single 
and Moesha. Bill Cos-
by pulled off the trick for 
the men around the same 
time. 

Cosby went on to have 
the most popular TV show 
of the 1980s, but first he 
was a groundbreaking 
performer in the show “I 
Spy.” 

Alongside co-star Rob-
ert Culp, Cosby changed 
the dynamics of television 
when they portrayed one 
of two spies — one white, 
the other black. “I Spy” 
was the first time America 
saw an interracial pairing 
on television in which 
both characters were cast 
as equals.

6. Susan Lucci
Soap Operas are still 

going on today, but they 
were must-see-TV from 
1970 to 1999. The center 
of that universe was one 
woman… Erica Kane 
portrayed by the legend-
ary Susan Victoria Luc-
ci. She is best known 
for portraying  Erica 
Kane  on the  ABC  day-
time drama All My Chil-
dren  during that show’s 
entire network run from 
1970 to 2011. I think her 
finally winning a Daytime 
Emmy in 1999 ushered in 
the ending of the genre as 
a popular form of enter-
tainment. Now the new 
soap opera of today is Re-
ality TV. 

Several women on Re-
ality TV shows want to 
be the Erica Kane of the 
medium. They are trying 
to be divas and the central 
point of the show. 

During Lucci’s run 
on All My Children, she 
was nominated 21 times 
for the  Daytime Emmy 
Award for Outstanding 
Lead Actress in a Dra-
ma Series. She won only 
once, in  1999, after the 
19th nomination.

She didn’t need the stat-
ue to be the GOAT of the 
industry but it surely as-

sisted her legacy.
5. Carol Burnett 

Variety shows and 
stretch comedy owes a 
debt of gratitude to Carol 
Burnett. Burnett brought 
her comedy skills, Broad-
way knowledge, sing-
ing ability and friends to 
TV for the Carol Burnett 
Show. 

Burnett’s experience in 
clubs and local shows in 
New York City helped her 
make it to the Broadway 
stage in 1959. Then she 
took her talents to televi-
sion and landed on CBS. 

CBS worked with Bur-
nett for five years and 
wanted to showcase the 
multi-talented Burnett. 
They offered her the 
choice of a starring role 
in a sitcom or the lead in 
a variety show. She chose 
the “The Carol Burnett 
Show.” With musical 
numbers and parodies of 
television soap operas and 
movies, Burnett helped 
pave the way for Saturday 
Night Live, In Living Col-
or, Mad TV and Chapelle 
Show. 

Shout out to The Car-
ol Burnett Show regu-
lars  Tim Conway, Harvey 
Korman, Vicki Lawrence 
and Lyle Waggoner.

4. Barbara Walters
Tabloid journalism, ce-

lebrity interviews and 
primetime investigative 
pieces were second na-
ture for icon Barbara Wal-
ters. On May 16, 2014, 
broadcast journalist and 
TV personality Walters 
retired from ABC News 
and as co-host of the day-
time program “The View.” 
Even that contribution 
from Walters is still going 
today. 

Walters’ career span 
50 years with her being 
a trailblazer from wom-
en like Oprah Winfrey, 
Diane Sawyer and Ka-
tie Couric. From 1984 to 
2004, she was a co-host 
and producer of the TV 
newsmagazine “20/20.” 
Additionally, in 1997, 
she created “The View,” 
co-hosting the program 
from its inception until her 
retirement. Between time, 
we looked forward to The 
Barbara Walters Special. 
We didn’t have the inter-
net to keep us informed 
about celebrities. We 
needed The Barbara Wal-
ters Special   for celebrity 
interviews and celebrity 
news from 1976 to 2015.

3. Johnny Carson 
There is only one “King 

of Late Night,” Johnny 
Carson. The comedian and 
writer wasn’t the inventor 
of the late night TV show 
but he created the format 
still being used today.  

Carson was best known 
as the host of The Tonight 
Show Starring Johnny 
Carson, which was the 
third installment of  The 
Tonight Show.

Carson’s version aired 
on  NBC  from 1962 to 
1992. In a career span-
ning four decades, Carson 
received six  Primetime 
Emmy Awards, the  Tele-
vision Academy’s 1980 
Governor’s Award, and a 
1985 Peabody Award. He 
was inducted into the Tele-
vision Academy Hall of 
Fame in 1987. Carson was 
awarded the  Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1992 
and received a  Kennedy 
Center Honor in 1993.

Carson is an American 
icon because he was the 
master at his craft. He plat-
formed countless comedi-
ans, had funny bits, mem-
orable recurring characters 
and even invented the late 
night sidekick with Ed 
McMahon. 

2. Walter Cronkite
“And that’s the way it 

is…” 

The legendary news 
anchor Walter Cronkite 
signed off for the final time 
on March 6, 1981 from the 
CBS Evening News. 

For almost two decades 
he was America’s news-
man. He was “the most 
trusted man in America,” 
a steady presence during 
two decades of social and 
political upheaval.

Cronkite kept the public 
informed on topics rang-
ing from World War II to 
U.S. Presidential Elections 
to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. 

After working in the 
field for several years, he 
took over CBS’ premier 
news anchor sport in April 
1962. No internet, 24-hour 
news channel and social 
media journalist, Cronkite 
was the voice of truth and 
information through The 
Cuban Missile Crisis  and 
the shocking assassina-
tion of 35th U.S. Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy. 
When Cronkite removed 
his glasses, gathered his 
composure, he read the 
official AP report of Ken-
nedy’s death. It was about 
40 minutes from gunshots 
to Cronkite’s famous mo-
ment. 

Cronkite was the driv-
ing force that led to other 
network legends, CNN, 
Headline News and Fox 
News of today. 

1. Fred Rogers
The best TV pioneer of 

all time is my neighbor, 
Mr. Rogers. Fred Rogers 
was trusted with my broth-
ers, sister and self during 
our childhood. 

Our parents knew he 
was teaching us a good 
lesson, giving us some 
life advice and making us 
smile. Mr. Roger’s Neigh-
borhood was genuine and 
good. Those are character-
istics that describe Rogers 
as well. 

He taught generations 
of children gentle les-
sons about kindness 
and  cooperation,  self-
worth  and  coping 
with  life’s dark moments. 
Rogers is a PBS icon but 
a TV pioneer in children’s 
educational entertainment. 
Unlike most other of his 
colleagues, no scandal has 
tarnished his reputation. 
Because TV has taught us 
one thing, to separate the 
performer from the real 
person. Television is made 
for make believe.

THOMAS SELLERS 
JR. is the editor of The 
Millington Star and both 
the sports editor and a 
weekly personal columnist 
for West 10 Media/Magic 
Valley Publishing. Con-
tact him by phone at (901) 
476-7116, by fax to (901) 
529-7687 and by email 
to starmillington@gmail.
com 

With television nearly 100 years old, who paved the way for multiple niches
Genre Greats

Walter Cronkite & Fred Rogers
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Being injured in a 
car accident you didn’t 
cause is stressful and 
confusing. You may get 
ambulance chasers or 
clinics calling you, and 
that is unethical and an-
noying. 

Here are answers to 
the questions most peo-
ple ask in the days and 
weeks that follow.

What should I do right 
after the crash?  Prior-
itize safety and docu-
mentation. 

Move to a safe location 
if possible, call 911, and 
request medical help. 
Exchange information 
with the other driver, 
take photos of the vehi-
cles, and get contact de-
tails from witnesses. Do 
NOT assume police will 
do so. 

Should I see a doc-
tor if I feel okay?  Yes. 

Adrenaline often masks 
injuries. That’s a God 
given gift. But damage, 
concussions, and other 
problems may not ap-
pear for hours or days. 
Prompt medical eval-
uation creates a clear 
record linking your in-
juries to the crash and 
protects your health

Do I need a lawyer?  
Not every minor fend-
er-bender requires one, 
but you should consult 
an attorney if you have 
significant injuries, dis-
puted fault, limited in-
surance coverage, or 
pressure from the oth-
er driver’s insurer. An 
experienced personal 

injury lawyer can han-
dle communications, 
preserve evidence, and 

pursue full compensa-
tion while you focus on 
recovery.

Should I give a record-
ed statement to the oth-
er driver’s insurance?  
Generally, no. You are 
not required to. Adjust-
ers are trained to gather 
statements that can later 
be used to minimize or 
deny your claim. Refer 
them to your attorney 
instead.

What compensation 
can I recover?  You may 
be entitled to medical 
expenses (past and fu-
ture), lost wages, prop-
erty damage, pain and 
suffering, and in some 
cases loss of enjoyment 
of life. Tennessee law 
gives you one year from 
the date of the accident 
to file a personal injury 
lawsuit, so acting sooner 
rather than later is im-
portant.

Will this raise my in-
surance rates?  A report-

ed crash, especially as a 
not at fault motorist, is 
not a problem. In fact, 
state law protects you 
from rate increases or 
cancellations for using 
your uninsured/under-
insured motorists (UM/
UIM). 

Every case is different. 
Document everything, 
seek medical care, and 
speak with a qualified 
personal injury attorney 
early so you understand 
your options and protect 
your rights.

Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in truck, 
motorcycle and car 
crashes.  He often ad-
dresses churches, clubs 
and groups without 
charge. Peel may be 
reached through Peel-
LawFirm.com wherein 
other articles may be 
accessed.

Common Questions After a Crash That Wasn’t Your Fault
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The Millington Lady Trojan Soc-
cer are fresh off a Regional cham-
pionship and Sectional appearance. 

A large part of the 2025 Milling-
ton success graduated and those 
eight players are now being re-
placed with a plethora of freshmen. 

Lady Trojans Head Coach Jerrett 
Everson has planned out an early 
2026 schedule to test his new team, 
build its confidence and get it ready 
for October. 

Millington won its debut over 
University 3-1 and then dominated 
the Germantown Red Devils 9-0. 
Next up was Thursday’s matchup 
at home against the St. Benedict 
Lady Eagles. 

Within the first two minutes, 
the Lady Eagles were ahead 1-0. 
Then added in a second half goal 
for St. Benedict that appeared to 
be offside and a late penalty kick 
after a Lady Eagle was tackled in 
the goalie box and St. Benedict left 
Millington with a 3-0 victory.

“The chemistry showed in the 
Germantown game we just played, 
but Germantown isn’t that good,” 
Everson acknowledged. “This is 
the first game we played where 
these girls (Lady Eagles) can move 
the ball around. They can con-
nect passes and know how to read 

passing lanes. I don’t think they’re 
better than us by any means, but it 
goes to show what experience  can 
do.”

Everson noted how the Lady Ea-
gles were poised throughout the 
game and had the ability to possess 
the ball about 60 percent of the 

game. 
“They knew where to play the 

ball in the right spots for their team-
mates,” he said. “That’s what we 
struggled with. Our offense right 
now is strong around Layla Batts. 
Our strikers and wings are not real-
ly showing help. They’re all wait-
ing on a through-ball. We’re rely-
ing too much on the hero. We’re 
not a team yet.”

Lady Trojan senior Layla Batts 
made several dribbling advances 
through the game and was able to 
get two shots on goal. Batts over 
ventures through the St. Benedict 
defense ended in a double team or 
a pass that didn’t connect with one 
of her teammates. 

The Millington frontline of Kat-
lyn Sherrill, Danielle Bedford and 
Layla Steffenhagen are new to the 
varsity level. 

“They have to understand that 
you have to think as a soccer play-
er,” Everson noted. “In the first two 
games we played, the backlines 
weren’t that good so they could 
kind of cheat for the through-balls. 

“They were waiting on the 

through-ball to come from Lay-
la and then go get it,” he added. 
“Versus a team like this, they’ll 
stop the through-ball, now we have 
to change up our plans. Now you 
have to start coming to the ball, 
showing to the ball, start finding 
the space looking for the one-two.”

The most experienced unit for the 
Lady Trojans on the field through-
out August is the defense line of 
Hayllie Dockery, Alyssa Nix and 
Tori Brooks. Toss in a more expe-
rienced Kiersten Ware at goalie, 
Everson noted the real final of the 
St. Benedict game should have 
only been 1-0.

With a good defense, solid mid-
field and potentially lethal offen-
sive line, Everson said the 2026 
Lady Trojans have the ability to 
repeat.

“100 percent this can be a cham-
pionship team,” Everson conclud-
ed. “They’ve already shown and 
the flashes that I have seen in the 
Germantown game, they can move 
the ball well. They can do it. It’s 
just now they’ve got to get used to 
doing it under pressure.”

The historic debut of the 2026 Tip-
ton-Rosemark Academy Lady Rebels finally 
took place on the TRA Soccer Field Aug. 24. 

Actually every time the Lady Rebels of 
Head Coach Harry Sinis takes the field 
throughout the season, it will be in the record 
books. 

Senior co-captain Payton Biggs came into 
the first game against the reformed Ripley 
Lady Tigers TRA’s all-time leading scorer 
with 123 goals. 

Biggs added five more scores to her record 
total by the end of the 9-0 decision against 
Ripley. 

The benevolent Lady Rebels were up only 
4-0 at the break with Biggs already achiev-
ing a hat trick in the first 20 minutes. 

“You have a program, a start-her-back-up 
program, with the Coach being a super great 
guy,” Sinis noted. “He brought his girls down 
here and put us on the schedule. They didn’t 

have a team last year. I appreciate them com-
ing down to play. Our girls kind of saw that 
and started to take it a bit easier on them. 

“Then the heat can drain you a little bit and 
that had an effect on us in the first half,” he 
continued. “Second half we wanted to see 
for at least a 15-20 minute stretch, game 
speed. You can’t always play in first gear. 
Sometimes you have to get up into fourth 
and fifth to just see if you are capable of get-
ting there.”

TRA turned up the pressure on defense and 

used more passes on offense to end the game 
with about 17 minutes left on the clock. Join-
ing Biggs in the scoring column were Molly 
McWherter, Malin Baker, Brynn Epperson 
and senior co-captain Zadie Reburn. 

“Second half was better, they played with 
a little more intensity, a little bit better execu-
tion, a little bit more teamwork,” Sinis noted. 
“First half was a little bit more lackadaisical. 
But the second half was much better.”

As the Lady Rebels exited the field with a 
1-0 record and prepared mentally for tough-

er challenges, Sinis took a moment to put 
Biggs’ accomplishments into perspective. 

Sinis has been affiliated with Rebel Sports 
for 22 years and witnesses talent like Alex 
Anderson (basketball), Nix Fullen (football), 
Lanie Howe (softball), Megan Sanfratello 
(basketball), Yiannis Sinis (cross country) 
and plenty more. 

“She’s one of the absolute greatest athletes 
to come through this school,” he said. “This 
school has produced a lot of really good 
players in different sports. But it hasn’t pro-
duced what they would call a lot of Division 
I signees. 

“She is committed to play Division I for 
Arkansas State,” Sinis concluded. “That in 
of itself and she’s the all-time leading scor-
er with multiple accolades. But she’s also 
the first one that picks up the cones when 
practice is over. She’s the first one to pick 
the balls when practice is over. You can mea-
sure a career in accolades, goals and assists. 
But you can’t measure that part and that part 
matters just as much or more. She’s a terrific 
person and a great athlete.”

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

St. Benedict helps Lady Trojans get a championship lesson on the pitch
SPORTSExtra

Lady Rebels give Ripley a rough welcome back to TSSAA Soccer in 2026 debut
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor


