
Position 4 Alderman John Perales 
is being challenged by Chris Everitt 
and Gordon Higgins in the Nov. 3 
Millington city elections.

A Millington resident since 1995, 
Perales retired from the Navy in 
1999 as a Chief.

He continued working 
at Naval Support 
Activity Mid-South as a 
federal employee until 
his retirement on Sept. 
30, 2025.

At the time of his 
retirement, he was the 
executive assistant to 
the director of Navy 
Recruiting Command.

Perales earned a 
Master’s Degree in 
Operations Management at The 
University of Arkansas in 2009 and 
a Master’s Degree in Leadership 
Management at Webster University 
in 2017.

He attends The Journey Church 
in Millington and is chairman of 
the Player Water Team, which 
replenishes water at the tee 
boxes and other locations during 
Tournament Week at the FedEx St. 
Jude Golf Championship.

He has volunteered more than 
60 hours in support of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital and 
completed 30 years of service 
following the 2026 tournament in 
August.

A graduate of the Leadership 
Millington Class of 2011, Perales 
has served on the Industrial 
Development Board, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals, the Millington 
Airport Authority, Millington 
Library Board and the Millington 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

He is a Master Mason and has 
earned the 32nd Degree in the 
Scottish Rite.

Perales and his wife Donna 
have two children and three 
grandchildren.

During a February 2025 special 
called meeting, the Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen appointed 
Perales to fill the vacancy created 

in Alderman Position 
4 when Larry Dagen 
resigned to be sworn in 
as mayor.

He is serving in 
the position for the 
remainder of Dagen’s 
unexpired term, which 
ends on Dec. 31.

After graduating from 
high school, Everitt 
went “straight into the 
workforce” as a blue-
collar worker and is now 

a SMART Union Local 4 Sheet 
Metal Journeyman.

When the COVID 
pandemic invaded, 
he got an opportunity 
to join the union and 
entered a five-year 
apprenticeship.  

He and his wife 
Hannah have two daughters.

They love being involved in their 
church and finding opportunities 
to “fellowship with others” in the 
community.

Although Everitt is “typically 
always working” during the spring, 
summer and fall, he loves spending 
his time off with his family.

“When winter comes around,” 
he noted, “you’ll usually find me 
hunting with my wife and teaching 
my oldest daughter. Family, faith, 
hard work and making memories 
together are what mean the most to 
me.”

The winner of Position 4 in the 

election will serve a four-year term.
Perales and Everitt recently 

responded to the following 
questions prepared and distributed 
by The Millington Star, but Higgins 
did not respond: 

1. What suggestions will you 
make to the mayor regarding 
ordinances or resolutions to be 
passed or amended?

Perales said he 
will support and 
recommend ordinances 
and resolutions that 
promote “responsible 
growth,” strengthen 
public safety, 
encourage economic 
development, improve 
infrastructure and 
expand opportunities 
for residents, young 
people and families.

His “goal” is to 
work with the mayor and the other 
aldermen as a “team” to keep 

Millington “moving 
forward.”

Everitt said that, if an 
ordinance needs to be 
changed, he will ask 
“why” and listen to the 
people it affects. Then, he 

will work with the mayor, the other 
aldermen and the city staff to find a 
“reasonable solution.” 

He wants ordinances that 
protect the community, encourage 
good businesses, keep the city 
moving forward and do not create 
“unnecessary burdens” for the 
residents.

2. List three significant issues in 
this election.

Perales cited (a) continuing 
responsible economic development, 
(b) ensuring that public safety keeps 
pace with Millington’s growth and 
(c) expanding opportunities for 
young people and families.

Everitt listed (a) trust, (b) 
infrastructure and (c) public safety. 

3. Specifically, how do you plan 
to deal with each of these issues if 
you are elected?

Perales said he will work with 
the mayor, the other aldermen, 
the city manager, IDB, Planning 
Commission, Chamber of 
Commerce and the leadership at 

NSA Mid-South to 
recruit new businesses, 
create jobs and continue 
strengthening the police 
and emergency services. 

He will also expand 
opportunities for young 
people by working 
to reopen the N82 
Gym and organize a 
“mentorship program” 
involving retired and 
active-duty Chief Petty 
Officers and other 

community leaders.
Perales will pursue partnerships 

with businesses to bring more 
“family-friendly” recreation, 
activities and “safe gathering 
places” for teenagers and families. 

“By combining public, private 
and community partnerships,” he 
noted, “we can give our young 
people more positive opportunities, 
while making Millington an even 
better place to live, work and raise 
a family.”

After some “recent events,” 
Everitt believes the residents of 
Millington have “lost trust,” and 
he wonders how a city can operate 
without it.

He also believes in “fixing 
things” before they become larger 
and “more expensive” problems.

“I want to look at our roads, 
drainage, water and sewer systems, 
and other city infrastructure,” he 
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A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

Back in August The Millington Star office 
moved to 7731 Highway 70 in Bartlett. Now as 
of September, the latest news and information 
about Flag City can be found at millingtonstar.
news. Scan the QR Code above or instead on 
Page 2A to access the new Millington Star web-
site.
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Everitt, Higgins challenging Perales 
for Alderman in Position 4

Everitt

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 
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Perales

On the run for nearly 
four years, Seth Walls was 
arrested across the Atlantic 
in Slovenia. 

Walls, wanted in 
connection with the 2022 
murder of a Millington 
teen Haley Reedy, has 
been captured in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, more than 5,000 
miles away in Europe.

The U.S. Marshals 
Service announced today 
that 23-year-old Seth 

Walls was arrested and 
authorities confirmed his 
identity using fingerprints 
provided by 
Interpol. Walls 
is currently 
detained in 
S l o v e n i a 
a w a i t i n g 
e x t r a d i t i o n 
back to Shelby 
County.

Back in 
2022, Walls 
was 19 and he 
is accused of 
the fatal shooting 15-year-
old Haley Reedy in 

September 2022 at a home 
on Clear Creek Drive in 
Millington. 

The Shelby 
C o u n t y 
m e d i c a l 
examiner ruled 
Reedy’s death 
a homicide, 
c o n c l u d i n g 
that the 
g u n s h o t 
entered behind 
her right ear 
and exited her 
left temple at 

a downward angle, making 
a self-inflicted wound 

impossible.
Walls was initially 

charged with reckless 
homicide, but a Shelby 
County Grand Jury later 
indicted him on charges 
of second-degree murder 
and reckless endangerment 
with a deadly weapon. 
After posting a $10,000 
bond, Walls failed to 
appear for a scheduled 
court date.

“The arrest of Seth 
Walls in Slovenia is a 
powerful example of 
what can be accomplished 
when local, state, federal, 

and international law 
enforcement agencies 
work together,” said Shelby 
County Sheriff Anthony 
Buckner. “I commend 
the U.S. Marshals 
Service and all our law 
enforcement partners 
for their determination 
and persistence. We will 
continue working with 
the District Attorney’s 
Office to bring Walls back 
to Shelby County so that 
he can face the charges 
against him and allow the 
judicial process to move 
forward.”

Walls, alleged teen killer, found 
four years later in Europe

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

Seth Walls
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49030705: Fire - Outside Fire - Trash / 
Rubbish Fire, on Sept. 12 @ 21:52

49029425: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Hemorrhage / Laceration, on Sept. 12 @ 
21:14

49026822: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas Odor, 
on Sept. 12 @ 19:41

49024992: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Assault, on Sept. 12 @ 17:35

49023732: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 , on Sept. 12 @ 8:25

49023114: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Sept. 12 @ 17:40

49019140: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Sept. 12 @ 15:19

49008317: Medical - Illness - Stroke / 
CVA, on Sept. 12 @ 9:00

48990735: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - CO Alarm, on Sept. 11 @ 17:16

48987230: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Heat / Cold Exposure, on Sept. 11 @ 6 
15:30

48986385: Medical - Illness - Chest Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Sept. 11 @ 13:04

48985797: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Sept. 11 
@ 14:49

48984292: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas Odor, 
on Sept. 11 @ 9:45

48971485: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 11 @ 10:32

48966624: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Sept. 11 
@ 9:15

48945582: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Sept. 10 @ 21:55

48943410: Public Service - Citizen Assist 
- Lift Assist, on Sept. 10 @ 18:15

48942228: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Sept. 10 @ 16:03

48940911: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Sept. 10 @ 17:44

48940662: Medical - Illness - Diabetic 
Problems, on Sept. 10 @ 17:46

48930793: Public Service - Citizen Assist 
- Citizen Assist / Service Call, on Sept. 10 @ 
12:39

48930780: Medical - Illness - Convulsions 
/ Seizures, on Sept. 10 @ 6:49

4887607: Public Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke Alarm, on Sept. 10 
@ 8:04

48790962: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 , on Sept. 10 @ 6:15

48786844: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Sept. 9 @ 23:33

48572319: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Sept. 9 @ 18:18

48462895: Medical - Illness - 
Psychological Behavior Issues, on Sept. 9 
@ 15:24

48433399: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Sept. 9 @ 13:37

48382377: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Sept. 9 @6:28

48375855: Hazardous Situation - 
Investigation - Smoke Investigation, on 
Sept. 9 @ 2:42

48374564: Medical - Illness - Abdominal 
Pain / Problems, on Sept. 9 @ 0:44

48369919: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Sept. 8 @ 19:57

48363795: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 8 @ 17:02

48339975: Fire - Outside Fire - Trash / 
Rubbish Fire	 , on Sept. 7 @ 16:25

48339522: Fire - Outside Fire - Trash / 
Rubbish Fire	 , on Sept. 7 @ 15:48

48339322: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 9 @ 16:17

48339197: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 8 @ 1:06

48339093: Law Enforcement Support, 
on Sept. 8 @ 1:22

48317496: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Sept. 7 @ 19:52

48257497: Fire - Outside Fire - Vegetation 
/ Grass Fire, on Sept. 7 @ 15:48

48248482: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Sept. 7 @ 14:03

48237505: Fire - Transportation Fire - 
Vehicle Fire - Passenger, on Sept. 6 @ 21:09

48236174: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 7 @ 4:55

48232159: Fire - Transportation Fire - 
Vehicle Fire - Passenger, on Sept. 6 @ 21:09

48231487: Medical - Illness - Abdominal 
Pain / Problems, on Sept. 6 @ 22:58

48229331: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 6 @ 21:24

48228494: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Sept. 6 @ 20:50

48227872: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Sept. 6 @ 20:22

48227124: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Sept. 6 @ 19:55

48202264: Medical - Illness - Unknown 
Problem, on Sept. 6 @ 0:59

areaOBITS
Milton “Bip” Beard, 57, of Millington,

Rita Sue McDaniel Camp, 92, of, Friendship,
Bessie Willie Christopher, 85, of Millington,

Barbara Coulston, 91, of Tipton County,
Shirley Jean Orman, 90, of Atoka,

Randy Gerald Reed,70,  of Drummonds,
Michael John “Mike” Sirmons, 67, of 

Millington area,
Anna Mae Stringfellow, 85, of Millington,

aroundTOWN

Chamber Golf Tourney in September
The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament Let Freedom Swing 
(Education Fundraiser) will be held Sept. 25 at Glen Eagle Golf Course with check-
in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start will be noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For 
more information and to register visit millingtonchamber.com or call 872-1486. 

@ Millington Public  Library
STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Public Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years 
old. Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! Is your little one still struggling 
to sit still? No problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to learn how to sit still, 
before preschool, in a low stress environment the includes breaks to dance those 
wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public Library has a Seniors Computer 
Class. If there is a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can call the library at 
901-872-1585 to make sure you attend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Public Library has Lego Club for ages 6–12. 
This program has a challenge each week but free building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Millington Public Library have two programs 
weekly both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday is Storytime and 
Thursday is an educational playtime called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be hosting a book sale August 13-16 in the 
library meeting room. Come out and discover your next great read. The Millington 
Public Library is located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food Pantry
The Millington Food Pantry is located on the grounds of Millington First United Methodist 
Church at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, is available to qualified residents of 38053 living 
in Shelby County.   Hours of operation are each Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., every first 
Thursday and the third Saturday of each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Call 901-872-2771 to 
make an appointment.  Appointments are not made  in advance of the day the pantry 
is open.

Senior Exercise
The senior exercise club meets Mondays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at 

the Baker Community Center located at 7942 Church Street in Millington. For more 
information, call 873-5770.

Senior Club
The Millington Senior Citizen’s Club is meeting again Wednesdays at 10 a.m. with 

entertainment weekly. The club meets at the Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street. For more information, call 873-5770. 

CBC Monthly Meeting
The Millington City Beautiful Commission meets monthly on the first Tuesday of 

each month at the Millington Public Library located at 4858 Navy Road. The public is 
welcomed to attend. Meetings begin at 5:15 p.m. Call 901-385-9858

said, “and make sure we’re 
planning ahead.”

But “most importantly,” 
Everitt wants elected officials 
to be “responsible” with the 
money that comes from the 
city’s residents.

He will support the men 
and women who keep the city 
safe, while also ensuring that 
families have places to enjoy.

“Parks, recreation, youth 
activities and community 
events matter,” he noted. 
“A city isn’t just roads and 
buildings. It’s the people who 
live here.”

4. What do you think is the 
biggest concern facing the 
city at this time?

Because Millington is the 
fastest-growing city in “all 
of West Tennessee,” Perales 
said its biggest concern 
is managing that growth 
responsibly, while preserving 
the safe, family-oriented 
community its residents value.

He noted that, along with the 
growth, three priorities must 
“move forward” together:

(a) continuing to strengthen 
public safety

(b) addressing blight and 
improving the community’s 
appearance: and

(c) expanding activities 
and opportunities for young 
people and families.

Citing the city’s growth, 
Everitt said one of the 
biggest concerns is making 
sure Millington continues to 
move forward, while being 
responsible with what it 
already has.

5. What will you do 
to help recruit more 
businesses and industries 
to locate in Millington as a 
way to increase economic 
development?

Perales said he will 
“work closely” with the 
mayor, other aldermen, city 
manager, IDB and Chamber 
of Commerce to promote the 
city’s available land, “skilled 
workforce,” NSA Mid-South, 

Millington-Memphis Airport 
and “business-friendly” 
environment.

“Our goal is to build on 
these strengths to attract 
new investment, create good 
jobs and continue growing 
Millington’s economy 
responsibly,” he noted. 

Everitt said he would love 
to “sit down” with business 
owners and ask what made 
them want to call Millington 
their “home.”

He would see what 
“difference or help” they need 
to thrive and then use that 
knowledge to bring in other 
opportunities.

6. What will you do to 
ensure that Millington is a safe 
community with enhanced 
amenities that inspire 
individuals and families 
to make it their permanent 
home?

Perales said he will continue 
to support the city’s “strong” 
police, fire, infrastructure, 
parks, recreation and family 
amenities, while expanding 

opportunities for young 
people.

He noted that Millington’s 
2027 Fiscal Year budget 
“priorities” similarly 
emphasize public safety, 
parks and recreation, youth 
programming and community 
amenities. 

Everitt said he will support 
the city’s police, fire and 
emergency services, because, 
“You can’t have a great 
community without a safe 
community.”

But he also believes that 
being “a great place to live” 
means more than “just being 
safe.”

Everitt said Millington needs 
parks, recreation, activities for 
youth, clean neighborhoods, 
good infrastructure and places 
where families can spend time 
together.

“I’m not going to promise 
that I’ll have every answer on 
Day One,” he acknowledged. 
“I will promise that I will 
listen, learn, work and never 
stop looking for solutions.”
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October @ Millington Library
October 1 from 5-7 p.m. the Millingrton Public Library will be hosting a magical event 
celebrating the most popular fantasy series ever written.  The Library will  have activities, 
crafts, and adventure! Everyone is welcome to dust off their robes and wands and come 
join. 
October 17 10 a.m. to noon, the Millington Public Library will be holding its annual Spook-
tacular. This is a trick-or-treat style event where families are welcome to come and cele-
brate Halloween in a fun and safe environment. If you are a business or club and want to 
participate and hand out candy, contact our programs coordinator by emailing amanda.

bucher@lsslibraries.com. 



Normally the huddle 
of the Millington Lady 
Trojan Volleyball team 
breaks down with a loud 
“Lady Trojans” win or 
lose. 

On Thursday eve-
ning in the William Os-
teen Gymnasium, Head 
Coach Lauren Pannell’s 
squad shouted “No Prac-
tice!” Before the Dou-
glass Lady Red Devils 
arrived for the game, 
Pannell issued a chal-
lenge for her varsity 
players. 

Millington had to beat 
the outmatched Lady 
Red Devils in a three 
set sweep and prevent 
Douglass from scoring 5 
points in any of the sets. 

Behind the solid serv-
ing of Charlotte Nelson, 
Malorri Carter and Lon-
dyn Maclin, the Lady 
Trojans reached that goal 
by beating Douglass 25-
1, 25-2 and 25-4.

In years past, an op-
ponent like Douglass 
would have at least one 
set scoring double digits 
or getting near 10 points. 
Pannell noted things like 
missed serves, bad re-
turns… 

“Or they would just 
be playing around too 
much, something like 
that,” she added. “They 
didn’t stay focused a lot 
of the time.”

Pannell said the chal-
lenge was a method to 
teach her Lady Trojans 
another lesson in being 
winners. 

“I hope they learned 
to stay focused even in 
moments like that,” she 
said. “When you see our 
bench and everyone on 
the court having fun out 
there, a lot of that causes 
an error like that. They’ll 
pass the ball over on the 
first ball and we’re over 
here playing around. 
They really didn’t want 
to have practice, so they 
focused on getting every 
ball up. There was more 

effort for every single 
ball.”

Lady Trojans like Katie 
Graves blocking returns 
at the net displayed the 
effort and focus of Mil-
lington against Doug-
lass. Down the road the 
Lady Trojans have a date 
with the Covington Lady 
Chargers.

The reigning champs 
of District 15-2A picked 
up a competitive three-
set win at Millington on 
Sept. 3. The rematch is 
set for Sept. 28 in Cov-
ington.

“It’s vital to stay fo-
cused in volleyball,” 
Pannell said. “If we’re 
playing a team like Cov-
ington it’s a different 
type of focus. It would be 
like when the game en-
sues, trying to remember 
the different weaknesses 
might be on that side in-
stead of just hitting the 
ball the same way you 
always do. 

“Our team finds a hole 
or a spot for our hitters 
to hit to stay focused 

against a team like Cov-
ington,” she continued, 
“is making sure they hit 
those holes while the 
plays are going instead 
of just hitting it where 
they normally hit it.”

As Millington is trend-
ing toward a champi-
onship, Pannell said the 
next Covington much 
she wants to see her 
players make two key 
adjustments. 

“Serve/receive, just 
getting better at serve/
receive, and not missing 
our serves,” she conclud-
ed. “Those are the two 
big things we need to 
do.”
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The rivalry between the 
Bolton Wildcats and Mil-
lington Trojans hasn’t 
lost any steam over the 
years. 

Separated by just 12 
minutes on Highway 
385, many of the players 
of Wildcats Head Coach 
CJ Marshall have lined 
up with Scott Blair’s Tro-
jans during youth foot-
ball. 

Now on opposite 
sides, Bolton arrived at 
Mooney Boswell Stadi-
um Friday night trying 
to end a losing streak 
against the Trojans. In a 
hard fought game show-
ered by official flags, the 
Wildcats emerged with a 
12-8 victory over Mill-
ington. 

“It was a situation 
where we had to preserve 
and overcome a lot of 
things adversitywise with 
the flow of the game,” 
Marshall said. “But it 
was a situation where I 
preached to my guys that 
nothing in life is going to 
be easy. This game was a 
testament to that. We had 
to preserve physically, 
mentally and emotional-
ly. We were able to get it 
done.”

Bolton’s fourth quarter 
touchdown pass made the 
difference and pushed the 
Wildcat winning streak 

to three in a row. 
Wildcats (3-2) start-

ed 2026 dropping the 
first two games to the 
White Station Spartans 
and Memphis Central 
Warriors by a combined 
score of 84-0. 

Then Bolton started its 
winning ways with a 6-0 
victory over league foe 
Fayette-Ware and then 
picked up a big win over 
defending Region 8-3A 
champs Melrose 24-12. 

“When I made the 
schedule, even going 
back to our scrimmages 
this summer,” Marshall 
noted. “We scrimmaged 
Arlington which is a 
6A program. We scrim-
maged Jackson Northside 
who is a playoff caliber 
4A team.

“ We knew what we had 
ahead of us when it per-
tained to White Station 
and Central,” he added. 
“We wanted to make sure 
the guys were battle-test-
ed from those games to 
get ready for league play 
in order to get ready. We 
took some bumps on the 
head in the first couple of 
games. As you can see, 
we’re beginning to turn it 
around.”

After a scoreless first 
period, Bolton finally 
cracked the scoreboard 
in the second quarter 
when Gentry Hines Jr. 
rushed up the middle of 
the Millington defense 
for a 9-yard TD and 6-0 

advantage with 3 minutes 
and 21 seconds remain-
ing in the first half. 

Despite being scoreless 
at the break, Millington 
had some success run-
ning BJ Martin, Chris 
Duckworth and Noah 
Thomas. 

“It’s disappointing, 
very disappointing,” 
Blair acknowledged. 
“We felt like we had 
three pretty good days 
of practice in a row. We 
go out and make way 
too many stupid, bone-
head mistakes. Stuff we 
don’t do in practice, we 
don’t at any other time. 
We come out here and 
it happens. I got to do a 
better job of cleaning that 

stuff up and getting them 
to under the little things 
mean everything.”

Millington (0-4) had a 
breakthrough in the third 
quarter when Christian 
Green fielded a punt 
at the 50-yard line. He 
raced to his left and elud-
ed the Bolton defenders 
to reach the end zone for 
the tie. 

Duckworth added the 
two points to give the 
Trojans an 8-6 lead. 

The next 23 minutes of 
the game was played un-
der a cloud of penalties 
ranging from undisci-
plined mistakes to inex-
cusable plays. 

“We had a fumble on a 
drive,” Blair noted. “We 

had a 15-yard penal-
ty that gave them a first 
down. They had about 15 
seconds, run off the clock 
before they stopped 
things. If we had, had 15 
more seconds from the 
9-yard line right there 
instead of 1 second, we 
had a couple of plays 
we could have run. That 
means everything. That’s 
the frustrating part.”

Millington had a chance 
to win the game with one 
tick left on the clock. 
Bolton placed itself in 
the winner’s seat when 
Calvion Wilford caught a 
37-yard touchdown pass 
from quarterback Kylon 
Gipson with 10 minutes 
left in the game. 

Trojan defenders like 
Kaleb Clark, Ayden Fol-
son, Kolyn Clark and 
John Thomas limited 
Bolton’s attack through-
out the night and gave the 
offense one more shot at 
pulling out the win. 

Facing fourth down 
with 15 yards to go at 
the 36 yard line, Trojan 
signal caller Cole Haw-
kins hit Duckworth with 
a pass with 9 seconds on 
the clock. 

Duckworth jetted to the 
19 yard line and stepped 
out of bounds with a sec-
ond on the clock. A 10-
yard penalty on Bolton 
placed the ball at the 
9-yard line.

Hawkins’ final pass 
dropped to the black 

paint of the end zone and 
sent the Wildcats into 
celebration mode. 

“The little things mean 
everything and we’re 
playing our hearts out,” 
Blair said. “That’s one 
of the reasons why all of 
their emotions get worn 
on their sleeves. They’re 
playing so hard and they 
want all the good things 
to happen. What they 
don’t understand is that 
all the good things will 
come if they keep doing 
all the little things.”

Bolton looks to make it 
four in a row welcoming 
Douglass to Arlington 
next Friday. The Trojans 
look to pick up a Region 
8-4A win with the Kirby 
Cougars coming to Flag 
City.

“The plan each week 
is to come out, play 
well enough to win the 
game,” Blair said. “Right 
now we’ve just got to do 
a better job. We have to 
do a better job of stop-
ping people on defense. 
We’ve got to do a better 
job of tackling. 

“We’ve got to do a 
better job of controlling 
the clock and running 
those drives we need,” 
he concluded. “We had 
about two or three drives 
tonight to where we put 
several plays together. 
Then something bone-
head would happen and 
we’d shoot ourselves in 
the foot.”

FLAGGED CITY!
Bolton and yellow hankies too much to over come for Trojans in rivalry game

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
Millington Lady Trojan Malorrii Carter prepares to serve up another point during her 23-point 
serving streak against Douglass. 

Staying Focused!

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

Lady Trojan Volleyball eyeing a championship with every match
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor
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School Funding and the 
Half-Cent Sales Tax

In 2012, Millington vot-
ers approved a half-cent 
increase in the local sales 
tax during the effort to 
establish and fund a new 
municipal school system. 
Although the City is not le-
gally required to direct all 
revenue generated by that 
half-cent tax to Millington 
Municipal Schools, the 
tax was closely associated 
with funding the creation 
and operation of the mu-
nicipal school system.

Regardless of the City’s 
legal obligation, do you 
believe the City has an 
obligation to honor the 
intent under which voters 
approved the tax by direct-
ing all revenue generated 
by the half-cent increase 
to Millington Municipal 
Schools? Why or why not?

Yes. I believe we have an 
obligation to honor the in-
tent under which voters ap-
proved the half-cent sales 
tax.

For me, this is about more 
than what the City is legal-
ly required to do. When 
taxpayers vote to increase 
their own taxes based on 
a stated purpose, govern-
ment has a responsibility 
to honor that understand-
ing. It comes down to trust.

The half-cent sales tax 
was closely tied to estab-
lishing and supporting Mil-
lington Municipal Schools. 
Our citizens agreed to tax 
themselves believing they 
were investing in their 
local school system. I be-
lieve those dollars should 
continue to follow that 
purpose.

I have consistently said 
taxpayer dollars should 
be treated like they came 
out of our own pockets. 
That means spending them 
wisely, transparently, and 
honoring the commitment 
made to taxpayers when 
they agreed to provide 
them.

Vision for Millington
Conversations about 

Millington’s future can 
sometimes focus more on 
why something won’t work 
here than on what we could 
become. What specifically 
do you believe Millington 
should become?

Looking 15–20 years 
ahead, describe your vi-
sion for Millington. Who 
should we be trying to 
attract and retain, what 
should distinguish us from 
surrounding communities, 
and how would that vision 
guide your decisions as an 
alderman?

I want Millington to be-
come a community peo-
ple intentionally choose, 
not simply because we are 
growing, but because we 
are a great place to live, 
raise a family, work, and 
eventually retire.

Over the next 15–20 
years, I want us to attract 
and retain families, young 
professionals, locally 
owned businesses, and 
employers that provide 
quality jobs. Doing so re-
quires excellent schools, 
safe neighborhoods, strong 
public safety, well-main-
tained infrastructure, qual-
ity parks and recreation, 
and a business environ-
ment that encourages in-
vestment without losing 

our identity.
What should distinguish 

Millington is our ability to 
grow while still feeling like 
Millington. Flag City has 
a unique history, strong 
military heritage, good 
schools, available land, 
and proximity to Memphis 
without having to become 
Memphis?

As alderman, I would 
view growth through a 
simple lens:

Is it good for the City of 
Millington?

Is it good for the Citizens 
of Millington?

Is it good use of the Prop-
erty in Millington?

I support growth, but I 
want it to be thoughtful, 
strategic, and sustainable. 
Twenty years from now, 
I want our citizens to be 
proud of what we became 
and a place our children 
want to raise their families 
here.

Structure of the Board 
of Aldermen

Millington has seven 
aldermen, all elected at 
large. Do you believe sev-
en is the right number, or 
would a smaller Board cre-
ate more competitive elec-
tions and a stronger pool 
of candidates?

Should aldermen be sub-
ject to term limits? If so, 
what limits would you sup-
port, and would a smaller 
Board change your view?

I believe seven aldermen 
adequately represents the 
citizens of Millington. I 
don’t believe reducing the 
size of the Board neces-
sarily creates better candi-
dates or more competitive 
elections. Ultimately, that 
depends on citizens being 
willing to step forward and 
serve.

I also believe in term 
limits. I would support a 
maximum of three consec-
utive terms for aldermen. 
Public service should pro-
vide enough time to learn, 
contribute, and make a 
meaningful difference, but 
no elected position should 
become something a per-
son feels entitled to keep 
indefinitely.

A smaller Board would 
not change my position on 
term limits.

City Government 
Structure
In 2012, Millington 

changed its form of gov-
ernment, shifting signifi-
cant responsibility for the 
City’s day-to-day admin-
istration from the elected 
mayor to a professional 
city manager who is ac-
countable to the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen.

More than a decade later, 
do you believe this remains 
the right structure for Mil-
lington? Why or why not?

I believe a part-time 
Mayor working alongside 
a full-time professional 
City Manager can be an 
effective structure, but it 
requires accountability, 
transparency, and integrity.

I have previously lived 
in a city with a full-time 
Mayor where the city was 
poorly managed. I have 
also seen the City Manager 
structure work very well in 

other communities. To me, 
that demonstrates that the 
structure alone does not 
determine whether a city is 
well governed, the people 
entrusted with those re-
sponsibilities do.

I will work to support our 
current structure, provided 
both the Mayor and City 
Manager are held to a high 
standard of accountability, 
understand their respective 
roles, and remain focused 
on doing what is right for 
the citizens they serve.

Ultimately, no form of 
government replaces good 
leadership, transparency, 
and accountability.

New Growth and 
Existing Neighborhoods
Millington is experienc-

ing significant new resi-
dential and commercial 
development, while many 
of our existing neighbor-
hoods and commercial ar-
eas are aging.

How should the City bal-
ance encouraging new de-
velopment with reinvesting 
in and improving what is 
already here? As Milling-
ton grows, how would you 
ensure that existing neigh-
borhoods receive the same 
attention to appearance, 
code enforcement, parks, 
infrastructure, traffic safe-
ty and quality of life that 
often accompanies new de-
velopment?

Growth should never 
mean forgetting what we 
already have. As we wel-
come new development, 
we must continue invest-
ing in our existing neigh-
borhoods, parks, infra-
structure, and commercial 
areas.

That starts with some-
thing pretty simple: 
maintain our City-owned 
properties at a higher stan-
dard. Appearance matters. 
Well-maintained roads, 
parks, landscaping, public 
spaces, and consistent code 
enforcement improve qual-
ity of life for existing resi-
dents and encourage addi-
tional private investment.

We should also make it 
easier, not harder, for en-
trepreneurs and property 
owners who are willing 
to invest in aging or ne-
glected properties. I be-
lieve our codes should be 
periodically reviewed to 
ensure they protect safety 
and community standards 
without unnecessarily dis-
couraging redevelopment. 
Where appropriate, rea-
sonable phased compli-
ance should be considered 
for existing structures rath-
er than an all-or-nothing 
approach that can make 
improvements financially 
unrealistic.

New development is 
important, but so is tak-
ing care of the people and 
neighborhoods that built 
Millington. Growth should 
improve the entire city, not 
just the newest parts of it.

Motivation and 
Priorities
What motivated you to 

run, and how does that mo-
tivation translate into spe-
cific priorities you would 
pursue as an alderman? 
At the end of your term, 
what would need to have 
changed or been accom-
plished for you to consider 
your service successful?

After serving nearly 10 

Candidates Respond: Chris Denson

DENSON, pg. 6A
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For some reason through-
out late August and early 
September, there was a so-
cial media trend of “Patrick 
did it.” 

Then I discovered what 
the fuss was all about. A 
man in Massachusetts suf-
fered the tragic deaths of 
his three young children at 
the hands of their mother. 
Patrick Clancy went from 
an unknown father and hus-
band to an internet criminal.

His ex-wife Lindsay ad-
mitted to murdering their 
three young children back 
on January 24, 2023, at the 
family’s home in Duxbury.

Let’s remember those pre-
cious souls gone to Heaven, 
5-year-old Cora, 3-year-old 
Dawson, and 8-month-old 
Callan.

Despite all the 
evidence and 
testimony, the 
negative side of 
the internet was 
on display with 
many accusing 
Patrick of doing 
it. The man has 
suffered and en-
dured enough.

Why won’t people seek 
the truth and just stay on the 
sideline to watch things play 
out. We have a bad habit of 
wanting to be a part of the 
story and sharing our opin-
ion. 

Hearing the phrase, “Pat-
rick did it,” made me think 
about all the times men 
named Patrick did do it. 
Even if you go by the short-
er version of Pat, you will 
get some love with this Best 
Sellers’ List. 

My honorable mention 
Pats are: Pat Morita, Pat-
rick Duffy, Patrick Warbur-
ton, Pat Patterson, Patrick 
Beverley, Pat Riley, Patrick 
Willis, Pat Boone, Pat Rob-
ertson, Pat Bowlen, Pat Bu-
chanan, Pat Swilling, and 
of course Patrick Star from 
SpongeBob: SquarePants. 

10. Patrick Dempsey…
Became an American 

heartthrob 
I respected his acting ca-

reer years before he stepped 
into a hospital. Patrick 
Dempsey was awesome in 
the 1980s in “Can’t Buy 
Me Love,” and the 1989 un-
derrated classic Loverboy. 
Dempsey displayed flashes 
of being a leading me but 
he played the underdog guy. 
Then came Grey’s Anat-
omy and his defining role 
of neurosurgeon Dr. Derek 
Shepherd. By the 2010s he 
was known across the coun-
try as “Dr. McDreamy.” I 
must admit, another thing 
this Patrick has done is get 
more and more handsome 
as he ages.

9. Patrick Ewing… 
Led Knicks to ’94 NBA 

Finals 
More than three de-

cades before the New York 
Knicks clinched the 2026 
NBA Finals championships, 
Madison Square Garden 
hosted the 1994 NBA Fi-
nals against another Texas 
team. The current Knicks 
disposed of the San Antonio 
Spurs in 5 games. The 1994 
Knicks led by Hall of Famer 

Patrick Ewing lost a tough 
seven-game series to the 
Houston Rockets. 

Ewing was the driving 
force behind New York 
reaching the championship 
series 32 years ago aver-
aging 24.5 points, 11.2 re-
bounds and 2.7 blocks. It 
was nice to see Ewing enjoy 
the younger Knicks’ mo-
ment this past June, despite 
never winning a title. 

8. Patrick Roy…
Won four Stanley Cups 

It was 40 years ago the 
greatest of NHL legend Pat-
rick Roy was born. The Hall 
of Fame goalie was the cen-
terpiece of four Stanley Cup 
victories from 1986 to 2001. 
He won his first trophy as a 
20-year-old rookie with the 
Montreal Canadiens. He 

collected a Conn 
Smythe Trophy 
as playoff MVP. 

The next title 
came in 1993 
with Roy leading 
the Canadiens 
to a victory over 
Los Angeles in 
the Final. Roy 

was the winner of the Conn 
Smythe once again. 

Now with the Colorado 
Avalanche, Roy was the 
backstop to lead the fran-
chise to its first Stanley 
Cup. What a trade for Colo-
rado. Then in 2001, near the 
end of Roy’s historic career, 
he was the Conn Smythe 
winner for a record third 
time leading Colorado to the 
championship. 

7. Patrick Sajak…
Was the second best game 

show host of an era 
Patrick Leonard Sajak is 

better known as Pat, but he 
does qualify for this count-
down. If you watched game 
shows from the 1980s to the 
2020s, Alex Trebek should 
be No. 1 in your rankings 
and Pat Sajak a close sec-
ond. Sajak is now retired af-
ter becoming the life source 
of the “Wheel of Fortune.” 
Sajak’s smooth, silky deliv-
ery with his sense of humor 
made him very enjoyable as 
a host, television personali-
ty, and creative consultant.

6. Patrick McAfee…
Built a media empire

He went from a pretty cool 
NFL punter into a fixture 
in sports media. Pat McA-
fee launched his self-titled 
show shortly after retiring 
from football. The origi-
nal co-hosts were Anthony 
DiGuilio, Todd McComas, 
Jason McAfee, and Nick 
Maraldo. 

With a blend of comedy, 
sports and plenty of edge, 
The Pat McAfee Show was 
a must-see on Facebook and 
YouTube. It was indepen-
dent media at its best and 
then came sponsorships 
reaching $120 million. 
Then he grew the product 
with vehicles like ESPN 
and WWE.   Since 2023, 
McAfee has been alongside 
Stephen A. Smith as the face 
of ESPN. 

5. Patrick Stewart…
Led The Next 
Generation…

His acting career is dis-
tinguished and award-win-

ning. Sir Patrick Stewart, an 
English actor, has enjoyed 
a career spanning more 
than 60 years on stage and 
screen. He has received 
various accolades, includ-
ing two Olivier Awards 
and a Grammy Award, as 
well as nominations for a 
Tony Award, three Golden 
Globe Awards, four Emmy 
Awards, and three Screen 
Actors Guild Awards.

He was a part of the 
X-Men franchise and a pro-
lific voice actor with some 
people recognizing his voice 
from “American Dad.” 

But Stewart became an 
American fixture in the 
1990s with Star Trek: The 
Next Generation running 
from 1987-94. The un-
known British Shakespear-

ean actor became a house-
hold name as Jean-Luc 
Picard all those years with 
his command of the career. 

4. Patrick Mahomes II…
Played himself onto NFL’s 

Mt. Rushmore
The Kansas City Chiefs 

struck gold drafting him out 
of Texas Tech. Mahomes 
is a second generation pro-
fessional athlete with his 
dad playing Major League 
Baseball. His pops’ career 
was a footnote in MLB his-
tory. Meanwhile the young-
er Mahomes has carved 
out a legendary career in a 
short time.  After becoming 
the Chiefs’ starting quar-
terback in 2018, he led the 
team to seven consecutive 
AFC Championship Game 
appearances and five Super 

Bowl appearances. He has 
three championships with 
my 49ers suffering two of 
those defeats.

3. Patrick Swayze…
Say an iconic line toward 
the end of Dirty Dancing 
The late actor Patrick 

Swayze has a notable ca-
reer from action movies to 
high-level dramas. 

He was a solid led in 
“Ghost” and a believ-
able bad dude in “Road 
House.” Maybe his most 
famous role came in the 
1987 romantic flick “Dirty 
Dancing.” As the movie 
was coming to its climatic 
conclusion, he walks over 
to a table during a social 
event to confront the an-
tagonist (Baby’s dad) and 
go get his love. He boldly 

delivers the line, “Nobody 
puts Baby in a corner.” 
That led to the dance of a 
lifetime. 

2. Patrick Tillman…
Sacrificing it all for 

America
The legacy of Pat Till-

man is summed up in one 
sentence: He was inspired 
to give up an NFL career 
to join the military to fight 
the War on Terrorism. 
Tillman was in the prime 
of his career and life as a 
player for the Arizona Car-
dinals in the NFL. 

Then September 11, 2001 
came on the calendar and 
the country was flipped 
upside down watching 
thousands of Americans 
die on U.S. soil from a 
terrorist attack. Tillman 
felt he could do something 
about it. He left millions 
on the table and joined the 
U.S. Army. 

He enlisted in the United 
States Army Special Oper-
ations in May 2002. 

His service in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as well as his 
subsequent death. It was 
later uncovered he was 
killed by friendly fire. He 
was already an American 
hero, but Tillman goes 
down as a True Patriot.

1. Patrick Henry… 
Gave an all-time quote

Maybe the first famous 
Patrick in America, Hen-
ry went down in United 
States history as a leader 
during the American Rev-
olution saying “Give me 
liberty, or give me death.” 
That speech made him an 
American icon. Patrick 
Henry was an American 
politician, planter and ora-
tor who made that declara-
tion at the Second Virginia 
Convention. 

He is a  Founding Father, 
who served as the first and 
sixth post-colonial gover-
nor of Virginia, from 1776 
to 1779 and from 1784 to 
1786.

THOMAS SELLERS JR. 
is the editor of The Mill-
ington Star and both the 
sports editor and a week-
ly personal columnist for 
West 10 Media/Magic 
Valley Publishing. Con-
tact him by phone at (901) 
476-7116, by fax to (901) 
529-7687 and by email to 
starmillington@gmail.com 

One of the most popular names currently in the news has been in headlines for centuries
‘Patrick Did It’

A close friend recently 
lost everything in a house 
fire — not just furniture 
and walls, but decades of 
photographs, keepsakes, 
and the small things that 
told their family’s story. 
Everyone made it out safe-
ly, and that’s what mat-
ters most. But it got me 
thinking about how much 
heartache a little prepara-
tion now could spare any 
of us later, whether the 
threat is fire, flood, torna-
do, earthquake, or theft.

Here are a few simple 
steps worth taking this 
week:

Save your memories
- Lay old photo albums 

in good, glare-free light 

and photograph each page 
with your phone. Back 
everything up to the cloud 
(iCloud, Google Photos, 
etc.).

- If you find old black-
and-white photos of peo-
ple who aren’t labeled, 
write down who they are 
now. An unlabeled photo 
of a stranger rarely sur-
vives the next generation’s 
cleanout — but a name 
turns it into family history 
worth keeping.

Document your home 

for insurance
- Walk slowly through 

every room with your 
phone recording, showing 
each wall and piece of fur-

niture.
- In closets, run your 

hand across the hanging 
clothes so every sleeve ap-
pears on camera. You may 

not remember the history 
of every shirt — but with 
video, you won’t need to.

- Don’t skip the attic, ga-
rage, shop, and sheds.

Here’s why this matters: 
if disaster does strike, you 
may find yourself filling 
out an insurance claim 
from a hotel room. 

Being able to pause that 
video, point to an item, 
and screenshot it can 
make the difference be-
tween a full and a partial 
settlement.

A few more worth 
doing today

- Double-check that your 
homeowners policy’s con-
tents coverage still match-
es what you actually own.

- Back up your photos 
and videos to the cloud 
— and consider mailing a 
hard drive to a relative in 
another part of the coun-
try, safely out of reach of 
your local risks.

None of this takes long. 
All of it could matter enor-
mously.

Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malprac-
tice, and disability. He 
often addresses churches, 
clubs, and groups with-
out charge. Peel may be 
reached through Peel-
LawFirm.com wherein 
other articles may be ac-
cessed.

Before Disaster Strikes: Protect Your Memories and Home
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years on the Board of Education, 
I felt it was time to take the next 
step in serving our community. I 
believe I can bring valuable ex-
perience in school governance, 
decades of community service, 
and a common-sense approach 
to the Board of Aldermen. I try 
to take complicated issues, break 
them down, ask the right ques-
tions, and make decisions people 
can understand.

My priorities would be respon-
sible growth, strong public safe-
ty, maintaining and improving 
what we already have, support-
ing our schools, and ensuring 
taxpayer dollars are spent wisely.

I don’t believe there is one ac-
complishment that represents a 
finish line. Success to me would 
be leaving Millington better than 
I found it: stronger infrastructure, 
safer neighborhoods, responsible 
growth, a stronger partnership 
between our City and schools, 
and citizens who believe their 
voices are heard.

At the end of my service, I 
want people to be able to say I 
listened, I did my homework, I 
kept my word, and I always tried 
to do what was right for Milling-
ton.

Families, Teenagers and 
Quality of Life

What role should the City play 
in creating activities, recreation 
and gathering places for fami-
lies and teenagers? What should 
be provided or supported by the 
City, and what should be left to 
private businesses, 
nonprofits or other 
community organi-
zations?

This is a great 
question, and I be-
lieve we have room 
to improve. The 
City should provide 
and maintain quali-
ty parks, recreation 
facilities, and sports 
opportunities that 
give our children 
and teenagers safe, 
affordable ways to 
be active and in-
volved.

But the City doesn’t have to do 
everything itself. We should con-
tinually look for opportunities 
to partner with local churches, 
businesses, nonprofits, schools, 
and community organizations to 
expand what is available. YM-
CA-style camps, sports camps, 
youth volunteer opportunities, 
mentoring programs, and other 
activities are just a few possibil-

ities.
I would also like us to explore 

additional gathering and enter-
tainment spaces for families and 
young people, including the pos-
sibility of an outdoor music and 
event venue developed through 
public-private partnerships.

Our goal should be 
to help create oppor-
tunities for young 
people to be active, 
connected, and in-
vested in their com-
munity. If we want 
families to choose 
Millington, and our 
children to eventu-
ally choose Milling-
ton, we need to give 
them reasons to en-
joy growing up here.

Public Meeting 
Transparency

Some Millington 
public meetings are currently 
recorded and made available 
online. Do you believe the City 
should require all public meet-
ings to be recorded and made 
available online? Why or why 
not? Should any meetings also 
be required to be streamed live?

The short answer is yes. I sup-
port public meetings being re-
corded and made easily available 
to our citizens.

Our Board of Education cur-
rently does this in different ways. 
Work sessions are audio record-
ed, while our regular Board 
meetings are video recorded 
and streamed. I believe a simi-
lar common-sense approach can 
work for the City.

I don’t believe every public 
meeting necessarily needs to be 
livestreamed or video recorded. 
Depending on the type of meet-
ing, an audio recording may be 
perfectly appropriate. What mat-
ters most is that citizens who 
cannot attend in person still have 
a reasonable way to hear or view 
what was discussed and how de-
cisions were made.

Transparency builds trust. 
Technology gives us several 
practical and affordable ways to 
make City government more ac-
cessible, and I believe we should 
use them.

Surveillance and Traffic 
Enforcement
Millington uses both red-light 

cameras and automated license 
plate readers. What are your 
views on the use of these technol-
ogies? How do you weigh their 
potential public safety and traf-
fic enforcement benefits against 
concerns about privacy and gov-
ernment surveillance?

I am personally not a fan of 

government surveillance tech-
nology. Red-light cameras may 
have sounded like a reasonable 
traffic enforcement tool, but I 
have concerns about their effec-
tiveness and use.

Automated license plate read-
ers raise an even larger ques-
tion for me. I strongly believe in 
the protections provided by the 
Fourth Amendment, while also 
recognizing that law enforce-
ment needs effective tools to 
keep our community safe.

So before I support expanding 
or continuing the use of this tech-
nology, I want clear answers to 
two questions:

•Is it demonstrably making 
Millington safer?

•Are adequate safeguards in 
place to prevent government 
from unnecessarily tracking 
law-abiding citizens?

If the technology is producing 
measurable public safety ben-
efits, show our citizens the re-
sults. We should also know who 
can access the data, how long it 
is retained, who it can be shared 
with, and what safeguards pre-
vent misuse.

Public safety matters tremen-
dously to me, but so does indi-
vidual liberty. I don’t believe we 
have to sacrifice one to protect 
the other.

DENSON, pg. 4A
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The State of Soccer in Millington 
is in good standing as of Septem-
ber 2026. 

The Millington Lady Trojans 
have been to Sectionals and one of 
the top teams in District 15-2A the 
past few years. Meanwhile up the 
road, the Tipton-Rosemark Acad-
emy Lady Rebels have collected 
nearly 30 wins since 2024. 

On Sept. 15, the Lady Rebels 
traveled to the Millington Stadium 
to take on the Lady Trojans in the 
Flag City Showdown. 

“It’s a big game for us. Milling-
ton is always a challenge for us,” 
TRA Head Coach Harry Sinis said. 
“Head Coach Jerrett Everson over 
there is one terrific coach and an 
even better human being. I have a 
lot of respect for him and his pro-
gram. His girls played well. 

“Our seniors had to take some 
exnestive knowing it was going 

to be a physical game,” he added. 
“And it was. It was going to be 
a competitive game, and it was. 
Having six seniors out there who 
have been through those battles, 
that helps a lot.”

The Lady Rebel senior core of 
Anna Sinis, Mira Patel, Brentley 
Rogers, Aniston Glass, Zadie Re-
burn and Payton Biggs led TRA 
from the bench to the field to pre-
vail over the Lady Trojans 7-1. 

Millington goalie Kiersten Ware 
was able to stop multiple shots and 
the defensive line of Hayllie Dock-
ery, Alyssa Ware, Layla Batts, Tori 
Brooks, Joselyn Peralta and Jor-
dyn Sciluffo had good moments of 
neutralizing the Lady Rebels. 

The Lady Trojans even got a goal 
from Aaliyah Wood that made the 
score 3-1 in the first half, but TRA 
had the ultimate trump card in 
Lady Rebel all-time leading scorer 
Payton Biggs. 

“I’ve been watching that girl 
since she was in the eighth grade,” 
Everson said. “So before the game 
I was like we’re going to do our 
best to define No. 5 and see how 
long we can withstand it. If we 
can’t, we’ll just let the young 
girls play. That’s what happened. 
Payton, she’s just ridiculous, awe-
some.”

After Lady Rebel Peyton Sykes 
opened the game with the first goal 
just two minutes into the game, 
Biggs scored her first of four goals 
by dribbling through that veteran 
Millington defense to angle a shot 
across from Ware. 

Anna Sinis displayed her creativ-
ity toward the end of the first half 
to tally a goal that made the half-
time score 4-1 in favor of TRA. 

Prior to Sinis’ goal, Biggs made 
the score 3-0 executing a 35-yard 
free kick that sailed through the 
Millington air to float over the out-
stretched hands of Ware into the 
back of the net. 

Biggs added two more goals in 
the second half giving a lesson to 
some of Everson’s underclassmen 
like Layla Steffenhagen and Lucy 
Deutscher. 

“I want every young kid to know 
about every sport,” Everson said, 
“the only difference that sepa-
rates you and somebody who is on 
Payton’s level, they just put more 
touches and practice into it. If you 
want to be that good, you’ve just 

gotta put the work into it and get 
obsessed with it.”

Everson left the field giving 
Biggs her flowers and seeing a 
rosy path for his 2026 Lady Tro-
jans toward a championship.

“We had plenty of chances on 
this team right here, we just didn’t 
put them away,” he said. “We clean 
some stuff up, we’ll be right there.”

Sinis and his Lady Rebels are 
one victory from being “Highway 
51 Champions.” TRA secured 
wins over Millington, Munford, 
Brighton and Ripley, with Coving-
ton on the docket Sept. 21 in Tip-
ton County.

“It means a lot because this is all 
one big community that stretches 
from 51 to all the way down,” he 
concluded. “Everybody kind of 
knows everybody. You see every-
body at church, restaurants, foot-
ball games, and other events. You 
want to be recognized as good at 
what you do, no matter what field 
you’re in. These girls take a lot 
of pride in being on this field and 
those rivalry games.”

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

Lady Rebels and Lady Trojans clash on the pitch in physical showdown

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
Two of the best soccer players in the 
Millington area, Layla Batts of the 
Lady Trojans and Payton Biggs of 
the Lady Rebels, meet near the Mill-
ington goalie box during last week’s 
game with TRA prevailing 7-1. 

The No. 29 is one of the 
most important numbers in 
the Millington Trojan Foot-
ball program.

Hanging right up there next 
to the No. 87 belonging to the 
late Dana Payne, 29 has been 
a representation of Trojan 
Football pride, strength and 
endurance for nearly three de-
cades. 

On Friday night, the source, 
the man behind the No. 29, 
Mario Reed was honored by 
his alma mater as an honorary 
game captain for the coin toss 
between Millington and rival 
Bolton. 

Reed was recognized by 
Millington Municipal School 
Superintendent James “Bo” 
Griffin and Millington Central 
High School Athletic Director 
Hank Hawkins. Both his for-
mer coaches joined MCHS 
Principal Michael Perry pre-
senting Reed with a plaque 
for his perseverance since his 
tragic injury 29 years ago.

Reed was paralyzed at age 
15, back on Sept. 15, 1997 
during a game against the 
Houston Mustangs. 

Now the founder of the Ma-
rio Reed Foundation, his site 
says “he survived thanks to 
his own strength of character 
and expert medical care at the 
Elvis Presley Trauma Center.”

The Mario Reed Founda-

tion provides outlets for the 
development of social and 
interpersonal skills to en-
sure participants are more 
equipped to react positively 
in most any social environ-
ment and become more con-
fident in themselves. Part of 
the mission of the Mario Reed 
Foundation wants to develop 
leaders.

Reed has been all over the 
United States bringing rec-
ognition to sports injuries and 
raising money for further re-
search to help athletes recover 
from devastating on-the-field 
injuries. 

The Mario Reed Founda-
tion defines social and inter-
personal skills as the ability 
to interact within most any 

social situation, with self and 
others. 

“This can be achieved by 
increasing self-confidence, 
creating team building situa-
tions. Motivational speakers 
from professional athletes, 
politicians, community lead-
ers, professionals, etc. will be 
invited to speak to the partic-
ipants. All participants will 
be required to take etiquette 
training and participate in 
physical and mental health 
sessions. Additionally, they 
may choose one (1) extracur-
ricular activity to participate 
in during the regular school 
year terms. The extracurricu-
lar activities listed below are 
designed to reach this objec-
tive.”

29 Years Later
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

Community, MCHS and Trojan Football honor the contributions of Gridiron Great Mario Reed

State of Millington Soccer


