
Position 3 Alderman Chris Ford 
is unopposed for a fourth term 
in the Nov. 3 Millington city 
elections.

A native of West Memphis, 
Arkansas, he earned a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in business 
education at The University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville.

He moved to Millington with 
his family in April 2000 and 
became the owner of a 
State Farm Insurance 
Agency in the city.

A member of the 
Millington YMCA 
Board of Directors, 
Ford served as its 
chairman from 2005-2006 and in 
2010.

A graduate of the 2004 
Leadership Millington Class, he 
is a member of the Rotary Club 
and the Millington Area Chamber 

of Commerce. Elected to the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors in 
2003, he served as its president in 
2006.

Ford and his wife Amy have two 
children.

In 2007, after the death 
of Position 6 Alderman 
Jim Phillips, the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen 
appointed Ford to serve 
the remainder of his 
unexpired term. The 
city’s voters elected him 
to a four-year term in 

2008 and re-
elected him 
in 2012.

When Millington 
changed from a mayor-
council to a manager-
council form of 

government with the ratification of 
a new City Charter in 2012, Ford’s 
fellow aldermen elected him the 
city’s first vice mayor.

In 2016, he unsuccessfully 
challenged Mayor Terry Jones, 

who was re-elected to a third term. 
At its June 2022 meeting, the 

board appointed Ford to fill the 
vacancy created in Position 3 after 
Jon Crisp resigned the previous 

month to become 
executive director of the 
Millington Industrial 
Development Board.

In November 2022, 
Ford was elected to 
a third term when he 
defeated challenger 
Thomas Stephens.

R e g a r d i n g 
ordinances or 
resolutions that should 
be passed or amended, 

Ford believes the city’s growth 
needs to be “strategic and 
intentional,” without rapidly 
reacting to “infrastructure issues” 
after they arise in the midst of 
building.

“Our board is about to undergo a 
comprehensive review of the code 
enforcement process, along with 
city ordinances,” he noted. “This 

is a necessary time to review all 
our current policies concerning 
planning, zoning and the ideal 
locations where Millington should 
grow.”

Asked to list three significant 
issues in this election, Ford 
cited (a) responsible growth, 
(b) strengthening the fire and 
police departments and (c) 
seeking businesses that create 
“valuable jobs and recreational 
opportunities.”

He noted that developing long-
term plans and evaluating the city’s 
resources and areas of growth are 
of “utmost” importance. 

But he also acknowledged 
that growth can lead to “issues” 
that affect the quality of life for 
residents. He said the board wants 
to be “conscientious” in providing 
a safe place to live and work.

While noting that the city’s 
“processes” that are provided to 
new business owners regarding 
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A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

Back in August The Millington Star office 
moved to 7731 Highway 70 in Bartlett. Now as 
of September, the latest news and information 
about Flag City can be found at millingtonstar.
news. Scan the QR Code above or instead on 
Page 2A to access the new Millington Star web-
site.

IDB approves contract for sale/purchase 
of land to construct manufacturing plant

The Millington Industrial 
Development Board has approved 
a contract for the sale and purchase 
of land for construction of a 
manufacturing plant east of Old 
Millington Road.

Board members took the action 
during their Aug. 24 regular 
monthly meeting on a motion 
offered by Doug Scott and 
seconded by Secretary/Treasurer 
Ken Uselton.

The motion was passed by 
five affirmative votes, with Vice 
Chairman Jack Langford absent. 

The contract was submitted 
by Paul V. McGrory of Most 
Dependable Fountains Inc.

The company specializes in the 
manufacture of outdoor drinking 
fountains and showers, hand-
washing stations and other water 

features.
The property consists of 9.99 

acres owned by the IDB and is 
zoned M-2, General Industrial 
District.

It is located on the east side of 
Old Millington Road and at the 
south end of Ryburn Drive.

McGrory submitted an offer of 
$240,000 to purchase the property.

The contract authorizes IDB 
Chairman James Warberg to 
execute all documents necessary to 
complete the transaction.

Deanna Long, the city’s 
Economic Development manager, 
told the board that the parcel will 
be “finalized” through a survey 
and subdivision process “prior to 
closing.”

She said the contract provides 
“substantial protection” to both 
parties, while allowing sufficient 
time for evaluation of the property.  

It gives the purchaser a 120-
day “due diligence” period for 

the completion of surveys, title 
examinations, environmental 
assessments and other necessary 
inspections.

By paying a non-refundable 
$5,000 fee, the purchaser will 
have the option to extend the due 
diligence period for an additional 
30 days.

Long said the purchaser will 
be responsible for survey costs, 
environmental studies, title 
insurance premiums, recording 
fees and other related closing 
expenses.

The IDB will remain responsible 
for title search costs, “corrective” 
title instruments and seller legal 
fees.

After the due diligence is 
completed, the transaction will 
proceed to closing.

The contract includes the 
following “key” terms:

(1) The purchaser must deposit 
$10,000 of “earnest money” 

within five days of the contract’s 
execution.

(2) The property will be sold “as 
it is,” with no representations or 
warranties by the IDB.

(3) The property must be 
“subdivided” prior to closing, 
which will occur within 30 
days after expiration of the due 
diligence period.

(4) At closing, the purchaser 
will grant the IDB a “right of first 
refusal” if the property is offered 
for sale in the future.

(5) The purchaser will grant 
a future right of way if it is 
considered necessary to protect 
the city’s or the IDB’s ability to 
address infrastructure or access 
needs.

At its May 18 meeting, the 
Millington Planning Commission 
unanimously approved a revised 

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 

Grand Entrance
Briar Rose and Amiyah give their granddad “Papa Wes” a much needed break Saturday afternoon after a rainy start to the 2026 International 
Goat Days at the Ed Haley Sportsplex. With dozens of vendors, bounce houses, obstacles and of course goats, the girls were among hundreds 
to enjoy the  annual Flag City tradition. For more information nad pics, see the inside of this week’s The Millington Star. 
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Ford unopposed for fourth term 
as Alderman in Position 3

Ford

By Bill Short
The Millington Star 
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48202762: Medical - 
Illness - Heart Problems 
on Sept. 5 @ 23:48

48197209: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems on Sept. 5 @ 
19:08

48197201: Fire - 
Structure Fire - Structural 
Involvement on Sept. 5 @ 
14:38

48197154: Medical - 
Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma) on Sept. 5 @ 
21:08

48195003: No 
Emergency - False Alarm 
- Accidental Alarm on 
Sept. 5 @ 18:06

48194833: No 
Emergency - False Alarm 
- Accidental Alarm on 
Sept. 5 @ 17:58

48194568: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Motor 
Vehicle Collision on Sept. 
5 @ 14:05

48182587: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Motor 
Vehicle Collision on Sept. 
5 @ 12:35

48178038: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall on 
Sept. 5 @ 10:03

48178033: Medical - 
Illness - Unknown 
Problem on Sept. 5 @ 9:09

48177764: Medical - 
Illness - Heart Problems 
on Sept. 5 @ 8:34

48177721: No 
Emergency - False Alarm 
- Accidental Alarm, on 
Sept. 5 @ 7:54

48164334: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Sept. 
4 @ 21:37

48163947: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Other 
Traumatic Injury, on Sept. 
4 @ 20:36

48161242: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 4 @ 19:34

48158178: Medical - 
Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma), on Sept. 4 @ 
18:07

48154991: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Sept. 
4 @ 16:27

48149290: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 4 @ 13:42

48149185: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Lift Assist, on Sept. 4 @ 
12:07

48136995: Medical - 
Illness, on Sept. 4 @ 9:55

48131291: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 4 @ 7:15

48131245: Medical - 
Illness - Diabetic Problems, 
on Sept. 4 @ 0:28

48123658: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 3 @ 19:52

48123512: Fire - 
Outside Fire - Vegetation / 
Grass Fire, on Sept. 3 @ 
21:30

48122254: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 3 @ 17:49

48122246: Medical - 
Illness - No Appropriate 
Choice, on Sept. 3 @ 17:32

48122035: Medical - 
Illness - Unconscious 
Victim, on Sept. 3 @ 16:49

48122018: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Sept. 
3 @ 15:02

48118233: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 3 @ 18:34

48114981: No 
Emergency - False Alarm 
- Accidental Alarm, on 
Sept. 3 @ 16:56

48109341: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Citizen Assist / Service 
Call, on Sept. 3 @ 14:19

48109301: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Sept. 
3 @ 8:19

48102262: Medical - 
Illness - Abdominal Pain / 
Problems, on Sept. 3 @ 
12:07

48074954: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Citizen Assist / Service 
Call, on Sept. 3 @ 1:38

48074622: Medical - 
Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma), on Sept. 3 @ 4:45

48072222: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Lift Assist, on Sept. 3 @ 
1:29

48055924: No 
Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Sept. 2 @ 21:59

48047682: Medical - 
Illness - Heart Problems, 
on Sept. 2 @ 18:31

48010524: Hazardous 
Situation - Investigation - 
Smoke Investigation, on 
Sept. 2 @ 13:28

48009428: Medical - 
Illness - Psychological 
Behavior Issues, on Sept. 2 

@ 12:43
48001342: Medical - 

Illness, on Sept. 2 @ 11:46
47990679: Medical - 

Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Sept. 2 @ 
6:48

47989126: Hazardous 
Situation - Investigation - 
Odor, on Sept. 2 @ 7:41

47960107: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Sept. 2 @ 8:11

47956760: Fire - 
Structure Fire - Confined 
Cooking / Appliance Fire, 
on Sept. 2 @ 2:48

47944144: Medical - 
Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma), on Sept. 1 
@17:48

47943745: Public 
Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Other Alarm, 
on Sept. 1 @ 17:45

47937717: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Sept. 1 @ 
16:01

47913492: Public 
Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke 
Alarm, on Sept. 1 @ 14:30

47883752: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Motor 
Vehicle Collision, on Sept. 
1 @ 13:09

47856713: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Sept. 
1 @ 10:55

47817771: Medical - 
Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Sept. 1 @ 
9:28

47799869: Medical - 
Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Sept. 1 @ 
8:58

47796021: No 
Emergency - Good Intent 
- No Incident Found Upon 
Arrival / Location Error, on 
Sept. 1 @ 7:20

47783242: Medical - 
Illness - Heart Problems, 
on Sept. 1 @ 7:22

47775695: No 
Emergency - False Alarm 
- Malfunctioning Alarm, 
on Aug. 31 @ 21:31

47772784: Medical - 
Illness, on Aug. 31 @ 16:30

47734237: Medical - 
Illness, on Aug. 31 @ 15:49

47730149: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 
31 @ 12:37

47701034: Public 
Service - Alarms (Non 
Medical) - Fire / Smoke 
Alarm, on Aug. 31 @ 15:18

47698854: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Citizen Assist / Service 
Call, on Aug. 31 @ 16:02

47633052: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 31 @ 
12:25

47624626: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Fall, on 
Aug. 31 @ 11:38

47608146: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 
31 @ 10:59

47599730: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 31 @ 
10:14

47555085: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Motor 
Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 
30 @ 19:46

47554721: Public 
Service - Citizen Assist - 
Lift Assist, on Aug. 30 @ 
20:18

47554087: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 30 @ 
20:07

47550453: Medical - 
Illness - Headache, on 
Aug. 30 @ 15:50

47549370: Medical - 
Illness - Chest Pain (Non-
Trauma), on Aug. 30 @ 
17:12

47547697: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 
30 @ 15:21

47547114: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 30 @ 
15:48

47545283: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 
30 @ 11:44

47544090: Medical - 
Illness - Sick Case, on Aug. 
30 @ 13:57

47542569: Medical - 
Illness - Unconscious 
Victim, on Aug. 30 @ 
12:56

47540068: Medical - 
Illness - Convulsions / 
Seizures, on Aug. 30 @ 
11:13

47532910: Medical - 
Injury / Trauma - Other 
Traumatic Injury, on Aug. 
30 @ 3:46

47530146: Medical - 
Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 30 @ 
0:32

areaOBITS
Jimmy E. Crum, 84, of Tipton County

Kenneth Wayne Hayward, II, 32, of Atoka
Sherryn Kay Williams Reece, 76, of Atoka
Randy Gerald Reed, 70, of Drummonds

Michael John “Mike” Sirmons, 67, of 
Millington area

Bill Waits, 92, of Burlison
Alpine Wilson, 89, of Millington

Final Plat submitted for construction of 
the manufacturing plant.

The revision was submitted by Roy 
Lamica of EFI Global on behalf of Connor 
McGrory of Most Dependable Fountains.

At its March 16 meeting, the commission 
unanimously approved the Site Plan, 
Engineering Plat and original Final Plat 
for the property.

But the revised Final Plat alters lot lines 
from the previously approved documents.

Cole Yoders, Engineering, Planning 
and Stormwater manager for the city’s 
Department of Planning and Economic 
Development, told the commission that 
M-2 zoning requires minimum building 
setbacks of 50 feet for the front yard and 
25 for the rear and side yards.

He noted that the revised Final Plat also 
includes a 30-foot landscape buffer along 
each of the public roadway frontages.

Yoders recommended that all the 
conditions for the commission’s approval 
of the Site Plan and Engineering Plat be 

satisfied before the Final Plat is recorded.
The originally approved Final Plat 

proposed a 330-foot extension of Ryburn 
Drive, with a required “turnaround” 
location for trucks and emergency 
vehicles.     

But Yoders said the revised plat has a 
smaller dedication of public right of way 
that only extends Ryburn approximately 
80 feet to connect with the northeast 
corner of the property line.

So, this modification will not require a 
turnaround location.
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Chamber Golf Tourney in September
The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament Let Freedom Swing 
(Education Fundraiser) will be held Sept. 26 at Glen Eagle Golf Course with check-
in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start will be noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For 
more information and to register visit millingtonchamber.com or call 872-1486. 

@ Millington Public  Library
STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Public Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years 
old. Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! Is your little one still struggling 
to sit still? No problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to learn how to sit still, 
before preschool, in a low stress environment the includes breaks to dance those 
wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public Library has a Seniors Computer 
Class. If there is a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can call the library at 
901-872-1585 to make sure you attend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Public Library has Lego Club for ages 6–12. 
This program has a challenge each week but free building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Millington Public Library have two programs 
weekly both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday is Storytime and 
Thursday is an educational playtime called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be hosting a book sale August 13-16 in the 
library meeting room. Come out and discover your next great read. The Millington 
Public Library is located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food Pantry
The Millington Food Pantry is located on the grounds of Millington First United Methodist 
Church at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, is available to qualified residents of 38053 living 
in Shelby County.   Hours of operation are each Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., every first 
Thursday and the third Saturday of each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Call 901-872-2771 to 
make an appointment.  Appointments are not made  in advance of the day the pantry 
is open.

code enforcement are “not 
understandable,” Ford said the 
board wants to be “business-
friendly” to all applicants. 

“I view the next four years 
as an opportunity to evaluate 
how effective we are in 
communicating internally 
and externally,” he said. “It’s 
imperative that we not only 
say, but demonstrate to our 
employees and citizens that 
we are listening to their ideas 
and concerns.”

Ford also believes it is time 
to have a “thorough review” 
of the city and school finances 
to understand how they are 
working together.

Because “#One Millington” 

has been a slogan for some 
time, he said it is important 
for everyone to finally “come 
to an agreement” on how the 
half-cent sales tax distribution 
needs to provide “quality 
services,” while protecting the 
city’s financial stability.

Because his “biggest 
concern” is the fear that 
Millington is growing too fast, 
Ford said he is “protective” of 
its identity as a “welcoming 
small town” with amenities 
where individuals want to live, 
raise their families and retire.

He wants to ensure that its 
long-term planning is sufficient 
for the next generation.

“I also want to continue to 
promote the city to businesses, 
realtors, landowners and 
developers,” he noted.

But he acknowledged that 
Millington needs to pursue 
those who can provide larger, 
quality homes and businesses 
that add to its “unique charm” 
and improve its “great” quality 
of life.

Ford said he will promote 
continued research into state 
incentives, among other 
programs, to start businesses or 
relocate existing ones.

He will also pursue available 
grants and resources, while 
working with the Millington 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
to promote the city.

Because he currently serves 
as the city’s “liaison” with the 
municipal school system, he 
wants to continue to “promote 
and enhance” that relationship.

“I want to help any way 

I can to improve academic 
testing scores,” he noted, 
“so our district can provide 
well-prepared candidates to 
businesses who have decided 
to open in Millington.”  

Ford said the city’s “current 
focus” has been to provide 
its public safety services with 
competitive compensation 
and benefits to retain quality 
individuals.

While it has made 
“considerable progress” in that 
area, he acknowledged that 
“more work” is necessary.

“My commitment is to lead 
with honesty and integrity, so 
that everyone can feel they can 
come talk to me with their ideas 
and concerns,” he concluded. 
“It takes all of us to make a 
difference.”    
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The goal of the City of 
Millington’s Internation-
al Goat Days in recent 
years has been to add 
something new and ex-
citing each year. 

The 2026 edition held 
at the Ed Haley Sports-
plex Saturday debuted 
the Kids’ Market featur-
ing more than a dozen 
vendors under the age of 
18. From clothing to bev-
erages to treats, young 
entrepreneurs took a 
shot at selling their prod-
ucts including Ashonte 
Rocher of Memphis. 

The 14-year-old start-
ed her baking business 
about six months ago 
and started with selling 
to family members. With 
the support of her moth-
er Quintonia and grand-
mother Gwendolyn, she 
branched out to area 
festivals to get her sweet 
treats “Popped by Nyari” 
to the masses (Nyari be-
ing her middle name). 

“It’s been going good,” 
Rocher said. “I’ve a lot of 
orders. I’ve done a lot of 
family orders. I’ve seen a 
lot of events like this.”

The baker began her 
business as a tribute to 
her late companion Myla. 

“This started off from 
my dog passing away,” 

she noted. “I was in a 
real deep mental low. It 
started from that and I 
just found my love for 
baking.”

She followed baking 
instructions, then started 
experimenting with rec-
ipes to create her lineup 
of “cake pops made with 

love.”
The butter pecan and 

strawberry crunch were 
two of the most popular 
snacks in Flag City. 

For now the business is 
a hobby for Ashonte as 
she has aspirations of be-
ing a nurse in the future. 

Other attractions at the 

2026 Goat Days were 
the Tipton Jeepers with 
a Jeep Contest, various 
bounce houses and slides 
and dozens of “adult” 
vendors. 

There were health and 
information booths in-
cluding the Millington 
Police Department and 

Millington Fire Depart-
ment. 

Children from all 
across the Mid-South in-
cluding Tristyn Rook, 4, 
of Millington joined his 
new friend Reese Perry 
of Covington in the tradi-
tional bounce house. 

City of Millington em-

ployees took care of be-
hind the scenes needs 
while enjoying family 
like “Papa Wes” with 
his grandgirls Briar Rose 
and Amiyah.

Drummond sisters Gi-
anna and Natalyna left 
Goat Days with fire hats 
and multiple goodies.

SWEET... HEART!
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR BRINGS HER CAKE POPS TO GOAT DAYS

Rivals Clash!
Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The sideline of Munford Lady Cougars Head Coach Brooke Johns resembles a casting call for the classic TV series MASH.  As several key players limped around the Lady Cougar bench Thursday 
night in the Munford Soccer Stadium, the healthy Munford players took on the annual challenge of the rival Millington Lady Trojans.  The Lady Trojans presented a tough challenge for Munford, but 
two Addie Turner goals made the different in the Lady Cougars’ 2-0 victory. Millington’s defensive line of Autumn Cunningham, Alyssa Nix, Haylie Dockery and others assisted goalie Kiersten Ware 
limiting the Munford attack. Lady Trojan offensive players like Layla Batts, Aaliyah Wood and Danielle Bedford got shots on goal but were stopped by the Munford goalie. Turner gave Munford the 
1-0 lead at the 6:16 mark of the first half receiving an assist from a free kick. Midway in the second half Turner iced the game with a breakaway goal with 14 minutes and 50 seconds remaining in 
the game. 

aroundTOWN

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor
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On the morning of September 
11, VFW Post 7175 of Milling-
ton held a special remembrance 
ceremony. 

First Responders, veterans, 
and members of the community 
paid somber homage to those 
Americans lost 25 years ago 
in New York City, Washington 
D.C and Pennsylvania. Follow-
ing the ceremony, they were 
treated to a pancake breakfast, 
sponsored and served by Aban-
doned Antiques, River City 
Chapter, NSDAR, and the Mid-
South Military Museum. 

History of Constitution 
Week

In 2026, the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the American 
Revolution recognizes the 71st 
anniversary of Constitution 
Week. 

“The Constitution of the Unit-
ed States is the binding docu-
ment that has held our country 
together since it was conceived 
and designed in 1787 with rat-
ification by nine states June 
21, 1788. Without it, we would 
not be celebrating 250 years of 
these ‘United’ States in 2026.

NSDAR Past President Gen-
eral Gertrude S. Carraway was 
responsible for the annual des-
ignation of September 17-23 as 
Constitution Week. The DAR 
made its own resolution for 
Constitution Week, which was 
adopted on April 21, 1955.

Members of the United States 
Congress received the DAR 
resolution and on June 7, 1955, 
the resolution was discussed in 
the Senate. The first resolution 
to observe Constitution Week 
was made on June 14, 1955, 
by Senator William F. Know-
land of California. Following 
the passage of the resolution 
by both Houses of Congress, 
President Eisenhower issued 
his proclamation on August 19, 
1955.

The first observance of Con-
stitution Week was so success-
ful that on January 5, 1956, 
Senator Knowland introduced a 
Senate Joint Resolution to have 
the President designate Sep-
tember 17-23 annually as Con-
stitution Week. The resolution 
was adopted on July 23, 1956, 
and signed into Public Law 915 
on August 2, 1956. 

For his patriotic aid and inter-
est, Senator Knowland received 
an Award of Commendation 
from the NSDAR Continental 
Congress in April 1956.

Daughters have been tasked 
to publicly celebrate and pro-
mote the Constitution since a 
resolution to do so was signed 
into law by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1956. 

Constitution Week Poster 
Contest

All DAR members and non-
DAR members, all ages, are in-
vited to participate in the Con-
stitution Week Poster Contest 
for 2026. The winning poster 
will be printed in the spring of 
2027 and offered for sale at the 
DAR store. The poster should 
illustrate/celebrate the spirit or 
meaning of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

  If anyone is interested and 
would like more information 
about the contest, please con-
tact chantigger@yahoo.com. 
Contest deadline to receive en-
try is no later than January 1, 
2027. 

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

Flag City civic organizations honor current first responders, remember September 11, 2001 to kick off Constitution Week

Never Forgetting in Millington
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It’s been a few weeks now 
and the country is still pro-
cessing the loss of the leg-
endary, iconic Dolly Parton.

I crowned her the all-
time Miss Tennessee years 
ago on The Best Sellers’ 
List. I didn’t realize the 
feeling was mutual across 
the Volunteer State. When 
she passed away Aug. 25, I 
quickly saw the world loves 
Dolly Parton. 

Dolly Rebecca Parton was 
so much to so many people 
in addition to being a singer, 
songwriter, actress, busi-
nesswoman, and philanthro-
pist over the past 60 years. 

She grew up in a small 
cabin in Sevierville with 
very humble beginnings. 
Alongside her parents and 
11 siblings (six brothers 
and five sisters) 
she found a way 
to stand out and 
become a part of 
Americana. 

“I’ve always 
loved being from 
where I am. I 
think my child-
hood made me 
everything I am today,” 
Patron said. “I would trade 
nothing for being brought 
up in the Great Smoky 
Mountains.”

Dolly’s love and respect 
for her hometown led to 
Dollywood, a statue and 
even a clone being named 
after her. 

In 1996, a female sheep 
and the first mammal cloned 
from an adult cell was be-
stowed with the name of 
Dolly. Sir Ian Wilmut, who 
led the team of scientists in 
Scotland behind the creation 
of Dolly, told the BBC, 
“Dolly is derived from a 
mammary gland cell, and 
we couldn’t think of a more 
impressive pair of glands 
than Dolly Parton’s.”

She is a legend for so 
many other reasons. Those 
two didn’t make the top 
10 of things to know about 
Tennessee’s Finest, Dolly 
Patron.

10. Dollywood
My daughter Liyah has 

been on the hollow grounds 
of Dollywood in East Ten-
nessee. She joined her band-
mates from Millington Cen-
tral   to win a competition. 
Of course they enjoyed the 
rides that Dolly never rode. 

Many people didn’t know 
that Patron didn’t get on her 
own rides, but thousands of 
U.S. Americans first learned 
of her fame through Dolly-
wood. 

They later found out she 
has a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame and was in-
ducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame in 2022. 
But the theme part made her 
a prominent figure. 

The East Tennessee tour-
ist destination opened in the 
1960s, and it relaunched as 
Dollywood in 1986. Parton 
bought some stakes in the 
park’s parent company.

“I don’t ride the rides,” 
she once told the New York 
Times. “I never have. I have 
a tendency to get motion 
sickness. Also, I’m a little 
bit chicken.”

9. Dolly Parton’s Many 
Wigs

Dolly might have also 
been concerned about losing 
her wig on one of the roll-
er coasters. Her trademark 
hair came with receipts and 
tags. Along with her sparkly 
outfits and grown woman 
curves, Dolly was known 
for her big hair. 

“Once somebody asked 
me, ‘How many wigs do 
you have?’ I said, ‘Well, I 
must have at least 365, be-
cause I wear one almost ev-
ery day.”

8. Guinness World 
Record Holder 

The list of Dolly awards 
and accomplishments is 
too long to list, but I was 
shocked to find out she also 
owns 11 Guinness World re-

cords. Real quick, 
she also has 11 
Grammy awards 
too. 

Back to the 
book, she was 
made a Guinness 
World Records 
ICON in the 2026 
edition, with 

those 11 Guinness World 
Records, which includes 
most consecutive decades 
with Top 10 album entries 
on the Billboard country 
chart (female) and most stu-
dio albums released by a fe-
male country singer. Dolly 
was a hard worker. 

7.   Hannah Montana’s 
Family

My daughter was intro-
duced to Dolly by her love 
of the TV show Hannah 
Montana. Miley Cyrus was 
close to the legend and just 
penned a sweet tribute to 
her Godmother. 

Back in the 1990s, Billy 
Ray Cyrus hit it big with 
the earworm classic “Achy 
Breaky Heart.” He earned 
the honor to open up some 
of Parton’s shows. He also 
appeared in her video for 
“Romeo.” 

That relationship led to 
Dolly being connected to 
Billy Ray’s daughter Miley. 

“We never did do a big 
ceremony, but I’m so proud 
of her, love her, and she’s 
just like one of my own,” 
Parton told “Good Morn-
ing America” anchor Robin 
Roberts in 2009.

6. Lost Memphis 
Connection

Dolly is beloved across 
the state from the Delta to 
the Smoky Mountains. The 
night of the annual M&M 
Bowl between the Milling-
ton Trojans and Munford 
Cougars, the packed stadi-
um honored Patron by lis-
tening to “Jolene.” 

That is one of her most 
iconic songs, but maybe if 
she accepted a duet with the 
King of Rock and Roll Elvis 
Presley, the Memphis area 
would play that tune. 

Presley wanted to take an 
attempt at “I Will Always 
Love You.” Parton said 
Presley’s manager, Colonel 
Tom Parker, once contacted 
her to discuss his client pos-
sibly covering the song. 

What stopped Presley 
from recording the classic? 
The deal fell apart after Par-

ton realized that she would 
have to relinquish at least 
50 percent of the publishing 
royalties. 

“I cried all night. I mean, 
it was like the worst thing. 
You know, it’s like, ‘Oh, my 
God … Elvis Presley,’” Par-
ton recalled in an interview. 
“And other people were 
saying, ‘You’re nuts. It’s El-
vis Presley. I mean, hell, I’d 
give him all of it.’”

Good thing she held back 
on that deal… 

5. Her Most Famous 
Song

Patron and the late Whit-
ney Houston struck a deal 
that led to millions of dol-
lars for both women. ”I 
Will Always Love You,” 
became iconic thanks to 
Houston’s flawless delivery 
for the “The Bodyguard” 
soundtrack in 1992. 

Patron took her proceeds 
and poured it back into 
black communities. While 
Houston gave the lyrics 
power and strength, Patron’s 
remediation conveyed sor-
row and pain. Contrary to 
popular belief, the song 
written by Patron was about 
a romantic partner. 

Throughout the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, Parton 
performed with her men-
tor Porter Wagoner. When 
Parton was ready to leave 
the show and spearhead her 

own career, a rift began to 
form between the pair. 

“There was a lot of grief 
and heartache there, and he 
just wasn’t listening to my 
reasoning for my going,” 
Parton told CMT in a 2011 
interview. “I thought, ‘Well, 
why don’t you do what you 
do best? Why don’t you just 
write this song?’”

That experience was 
channeled perfectly into 
the song and it took anoth-
er 20-something years for 
the perfect singer to pump a 
new life into them. 

4. Lost a Dolly 
Parton-lookalike contest
Dolly was not only an 

iconic American and en-
tertainment figure, she has 
a signature look that rivals 
1970s Elvis, mid 1980s Mi-
chael Jackson and early era 
Madonna. 

In many interviews Par-
ton described herself as 
“flashy” and “flamboyant.” 
The woman that modelled 
herself after the town’s 
public servant was easy to 
duplicate. Her look was so 
popular that when she had 
the chance to participate in a 
lookalike contest where she 
just needed to be herself, 
Dolly lost. 

“At a Halloween contest 
years ago on Santa Monica 
Boulevard, where all the 
guys were dressed up like 

me, and I just over exag-
gerated my look and went 
in and just walked up on-
stage … I didn’t win,” she 
said in that same 2009 inter-
view with Roberts. “I didn’t 
even come in close, I don’t 
think.”

3. Dolly was Talented
The awards, accomplish-

ments and multiple titles 
on her resume were backed 
up by her sharp mind and 
God-given skills. 

The country music legend 
could add the title of instru-
mentalist. She could play 
the dulcimer, banjo, guitar, 
piano, recorder, and saxo-
phone, among others.  

“My family’s very musi-
cal, and everybody played 
musical instruments, so we 
just grabbed up anything 
and tried to play,” she said. 
“Like I said, I ain’t all that 
good at it, but I can play 
enough to make a show!”

2. Created a Library to 
Promote Literacy

Patron has given back in 
so many ways that we will 
never know. She didn’t 
brag about these things, but 
one charitable act was too 
awesome to keep secret. In 
1995, Parton was inspired 
by her father’s illiteracy and 
opened Dolly’s Imagination 
Library in Sevier County. 
She wanted to honor her 
dad and provide an avenue 

for children to learn to read 
by giving them free books.

“My daddy just loved 
it when all the little kids 
would call me ‘The Book 
Lady,’” reads a quote from 
Parton on the library’s web-
site. “That meant more to 
him than the fact that I had 
become a star and worked 
my butt off.”

The organization has since 
sent more than 120 mil-
lion free books to children 
worldwide. 

1. Dolly Parton Was 
Married for Nearly 60 

Years
On March 3, 2025, the man 

behind the scenes of Dolly’s 
greatness passed away in 
Nashville. The Tennessee 
native Carl Thomas Dean 
lived out many men’s dream 
of being married to Dolly. 
Parton met her soulmate on 
her first day in Nashville in 
1964. The couple united on 
May 30, 1966. 

While Dolly lived a very 
public life and enjoyed the 
spotlight, Dean was ul-
tra-private and hardly ap-
peared in public. That made 
the couple work and balance 
each other. 

A year and five months 
was enough time apart for 
the couple. Now they are 
Heavenly united and resting. 
Behind every amazing wom-
an is a good man. Thank you 
Mr. Dean for sharing your 
wife and allowing her to 
be the supernova that will 
brighten up the world until 
the end of time. 

“My husband and I, we’ve 
been together 56 years. 
We’ve just been married 54 
years this past May,” she told 
PEOPLE in 2021. “But we 
still have our little times, like 
in the springtime when the 
first yellow daffodils come 
out. Even if there’s still some 
snow around it, my husband 
always brings me a bouquet. 
And he’ll usually write me 
a little poem. Which to me, 
that’s priceless.”

THOMAS SELLERS JR. 
is the editor of The Milling-
ton Star and both the sports 
editor and a weekly personal 
columnist for West 10 Me-
dia/Magic Valley Publish-
ing. Contact him by phone 
at (901) 476-7116, by fax 
to (901) 529-7687 and by 
email to starmillington@
gmail.com 

Still processing the departure of the ‘First Lady of the Volunteer State’
Tennessee’s Finest

I was staggered when 
I actually worked it 
out.  Back to the Fu-
ture  sends Marty thirty 
years back from 1985 to 
1955. Everybody knows 
that. But sit with what 
those thirty years actually 
held.

1955 was filled with cars 
that look like nothing on 
the road today — chrome 
and fins and a shape that 
belonged to another cen-
tury. It was the diner, not 
the drive-thru. Dad went 
to work in a suit with a 
briefcase and one income 
paid for the house, the car, 
a yearly vacation, and the 
family. Mom was home 

running it. 
That’s not my nostalgia 

talking — that’s  Father 
Knows Best, the biggest 
family sitcom of the mo-
ment, airing that exact 
year.  Leave It to Bea-
ver  picked up the same 
world a couple years lat-
er, and Happy Days went 
back and rebuilt it on 
purpose two decades on, 
opening its own story right 
around 1955. Three differ-
ent shows, from three dif-

ferent decades, all point-
ing at the same year like it 
was a landmark. Looking 
back, it was. 

And it wasn’t just thirty 
years back. It was back 
before the yuppies of the 
early eighties, before the 
gas and hostage crises 
of 1979, back before the 
hippies of Woodstock, 
and even before the Viet-
nam-era disaffection of 
the sixties — four gener-
ations of upheaval stacked 
on top of each other before 
you even got to 1955. No 
wonder it felt like a differ-
ent planet. It was.

Now do the same jump 
from where we sit in 2026. 

Thirty years back only 
lands you in 1996. And 
here’s the part that stopped 
me: 1996 doesn’t feel thir-
ty years gone. It feels like 
ten.

Think about why. The 
cars look a little older, 
sure, but they don’t look 
like they came from an-
other world — they look 
like last decade’s cars. The 
music from ‘96 isn’t a rel-
ic; if anything it’s harder to 
pin down than the music 
of today, not easier. Fash-
ion hasn’t swung wildly in 
some new direction. And 
by 1996, the television—
while much heavier—was 
already in color, the com-

puter screen was already 
in color, the cell phone 
already existed — it was 
just a brick instead of a 
slab of glass in your pock-
et. You can tell 1996 from 
2026 the way you tell an 
old photograph from a 
sharp one. You can’t tell it 
the way you tell a different 
world from this one.

So when is thirty years 
not thirty years? When 
the world underneath it 
quit remaking itself every 
decade. If you actually 
want Marty’s experience 
— the fins on the cars, 
the different rules on the 
wall, the sense that you’ve 
landed somewhere foreign 

— thirty years won’t get 
you there anymore. You’d 
have to go all the way 
back to 1955 itself. That’s 
seventy-one years now, 
not thirty.

The DeLorean still time 
travels. But the road be-
hind us has gotten a lot 
longer.

Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malprac-
tice, and disability. He 
often addresses churches, 
clubs, and groups with-
out charge. Peel may be 
reached through PeelLaw-
Firm.com wherein other 
articles may be accessed.

So When Is Thirty Years Not Thirty Years?
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ARLINGTON — The 
Tennessee State Veter-
ans Home in Arlington 
will host a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony at 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday, December 
1, celebrating the com-
pletion of the new 126-
bed skilled nursing fa-
cility serving Veterans in 
West Tennessee.

Tennessee Department 
of Veterans Services 
Commissioner Tommy 
Baker, Tennessee State 
Veterans Homes Execu-
tive Director Ed Harries, 
Shelby County Mayor 
Mickell M. Lowery, Ar-
lington Mayor Michael 
Wissman, state and lo-

cal elected officials, 
and other distinguished 
guests will attend the 
ceremony.

Located on 28.5 acres 
in rural Shelby County, 
the neighborhood-style 
facility features resi-
dential houses with 18 
private rooms each, inti-
mate courtyards and din-
ing spaces. 

A community center 
includes a bistro, large 
activity space, and state-
of-the-art therapy gym.

“This new Veterans 
Home represents Ten-
nessee’s commitment 
to ensuring our Veter-
ans receive the dignity, 
respect, and exception-
al service they have 
earned,” said Commis-
sioner Baker. “We are 

proud to celebrate this 
milestone and welcome 
Veterans to a facili-
ty designed to provide 
outstanding care while 
fostering a true sense 
of community. We also 
want to extend our sin-
cere appreciation to ev-
eryone who supported 
this project. Their com-
mitment, hard work, 
and continued support 
helped make this day 
possible and will have a 
lasting impact for gener-
ations to come.”

The Arlington Veterans 
Home expands access to 
quality long-term care 
for West Tennessee Vet-
erans and reflects Ten-
nessee’s commitment 
to honoring those who 
have served our nation.

Attention Area Veterans
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star

Tenneesse State Veterans Home in Arlington to celebrate opening with ribbon-cutting in December
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GERMANTOWN — District 15-
3A Volleyball is one of the toughest 
leagues in the state of Tennessee. 

There is no arguing that Collier-
ville and Houston are on a whole 
other level. The likes of Bartlett and 
Arlington have hung banners in re-
cent years as well in their respective 
gymnasiums. 

Then the likes of Munford, 
Brighton, Cordova and German-
town have proud traditions and are 
starting to quickly understand they 
all are improving programs. 

On Sept. 8, the Brighton Lady 
Cardinals made the trip to the 
Germantown Gymnasium to take 
on the Lady Red Devils. In recent 
matchups, Head Coach John Gar-
rett’s Lady Cardinals have been 
able to handle the Germantown 
squads of Head Coach Aaliyah 
Causey. 

Coming into the 2026 show-
down, Garrett tried to give his play-
ers a much-needed heads up.

“Germantown is a good team, 
much improved from last year,” he 
declared. “I watched some film on 
them and I was worried about this 
one all weekend. I kept talking to 
them and telling them, ‘Don’t come 
in here and think you’re just going 
to beat them like you did last year. 
That’s a much better team.’ My 
girls keep finding ways to win and 
learn. They get better, we get bet-
ter everyday, every time we play a 
team like that.”

Brighton survived the challenge 
of Germantown to emerge with a 
25-19, 22-25, 27-25, 15-25, and 18-
16 win.

“I keep calling them my ‘Cardiac 
Kids,’” Garrett said. “We get into 
dog fights. Couple of weeks ago 
against Millington we went down 
2-0 and we clawed back and won. 
That’s a great team too.

“It’s mental,” he added later. 

“You look out there every so often 
and see it on their faces. They’re 
down and we’re constantly talking 
to them, Coach McGinnis and I. 
‘You have to stay up. We can’t do 
this without you.’ We’re learning 
how to win. They’re learning how 
to get that killer mentality and win-
ning mentality that we’re looking 
for.”

Things appeared to be business 
as usual after Brighton emerged out 
of the first set 25-19 winners. Then 
Germantown led by senior Taylor 
Harden made it clear it was going 
to be a long night.

“Taylor Harden is one of my 
captains and is a very, very great 
leader,” Causey said. “We say all 
the time the setter is the quarter-
back of the team. She’s the glue of 

our team. She holds it together. She 
touches the ball every possession. 
If she gets a set we’re going to be 
there. If you just got a great pass I 
am pretty sure Taylor just gave the 
set.”

The Lady Red Devils jumped 
ahead 16-8 behind Harden locat-
ing her weapons like Dallis Smith, 
Aaniyah Vaughn and middle hitters 
Camora Cooper and Skyler Reli-
ford.

“My middles are really great,” 
Causey said. “Camora Cooper. 
Had really stepped up this season. 
There’s a big difference from last 
season to this season. She’s our 
leader now. She’s going to make 
the most kills in a game. When she 
gets a swing or the perfect set, she’s 
killing the ball. Skyler Reliford is 

only a sophomore. So look out for 
her because she’s a great middle. 
Put her on y’all radars.”

Germantown’s Megan Wilson 
kept her team ahead as Brighton 
rallied in the second set. Wilson 
scored on a tip at the net to keep 
the Lady Red Devils in the driver’s 
seat. 

Meanwhile the Lady Cardinals 
chipped away at the Germantown 
advantage with scores from Aer-
yl Potter, Briley Bennett, Emma 
Smith, Greta Garrett and freshman 
Molly Quirarte. 

With the score 23-22 in favor of 
Germantown, Wilson scored on an 
overhead volley and Harden served 
up an ace for the 25-22 win.

The third set was tight the entire 
game with Quirarte serving up an 
ace to give Brighton a 19-16 lead 
late. 

Cooper dominated the net for 
the next few possessions with a 
pair of kills that made the tally 21-
20 in favor of the Lady Cardinals. 
Smith tied the frame up at 21-21 
with a spike. Brighton closed out 
the frame outscoring Germantown 
6-4 with Bennett scoring on a time-
ly block. 

The Lady Cardinals were ahead 
2 sets to 1 set after the 27-25 win. 
With their backs to the wall, the 
Lady Red Devils played a nearly 

flawless game sparked by the play 
of their seniors. 

“Aaniyah Vaughn is a really great 
player on the outside,” Causey said. 
“She’s one of my senior leaders as 
well. She adjusted to those sets, 
made smart plays and figured out 
what was open on the court to use it 
to our advantage. 

“Our libero Kassiday Johnson is 
a senior as well,” she added. “She’s 
a really great player and she’s go-
ing to be there to back up all our 
players.”

Germantown forced a fifth and 
decisive set to 15 points with the 
25-15 win in the fourth set. 

The final set was a summary of 
the entire match with both teams 
going back and forth. Quirarte had 
the closing point with an ace just 
over the net to send the Brighton 
side of the gym into celebration 
with the 18-16 win.

Despite leaving the court on the 
wrong side of the epic, Causey said 
her players exited the gym with 
validation.

“I feel really great about our per-
formance today,” she concluded. 
“We have really turned heads this 
season and I feel that has come 
from our summer practices. We 
have put in a lot of work and our 
girls now really want it. They’re 
hard workers.”

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

Brighton runs into improved Lady Red Devil team, pulls out five set thriller

SPORTSExtra

Instant Classic on the Court


