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Dance Nights

A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

ON THE BALLOT

Flight
School

Millington Parks and Recreation Dance Nights 2026 kicked 
off in July with DJ Fernando and Russ Vaiden. The next 
two dates will be in August with Jim Mahannah Band on 
the Aug. 4 and Gary Abbott on Aug. 18. The rest of the year 
is scheduled and see Around Town inside to make future 
plans at the Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a fee and for more 
information, call 873-5770 or visit parks4you@milling-
tontn.gov 

With 16 candidates 
seeking eight positions 
on the ballot, the Nov. 3 
Millington city elections 
will feature four contested 
races.

The candidates filed 
their qualifying petitions 
before the deadline at 
noon last Thursday in the 
Shelby County Election 
Commission Office.

Aldermen Bethany 
Huffman and Chris Ford 
are unopposed for re-
election to Positions 1 and 
3, respectively.

With Position 2 Alderman 
Al Bell not seeking a third 
term, Cody Childress, 
Willis DeClue and Tammy 
Sneed are competing for 
the open seat.

Position 4 Alderman John 
Perales is being challenged 
by Chris Everitt and 
Gordon Higgins.

At a February 2025 
special called meeting, 
the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen appointed 
Perales to fill the vacancy 
created in Position 4 when 
Larry Dagen resigned to be 
sworn in as mayor.

He is serving for the 
remainder of Dagen’s 
unexpired term, which ends 
on Dec. 31.

The winner of that 
position in the election will 
serve a four-year term.

Position 7 Alderman 
Gavin Smith is being 
challenged by Chris 
Denson, Charles P. Reed 
and Ann Turner.

At a November 2025 
special called meeting, the 
board appointed Smith to 
fill the vacancy created in 
Position 7 after Michael 
Caruthers passed away two 

months earlier.
The winner of that 

position will serve the 
remainder of Caruthers’ 
unexpired fifth term, which 
ends on Dec. 31, 2028. 

School Board members 
Debra Clifton and Amanda 
Compton are unopposed 
for re-election to Positions 
2 and 6, respectively.

With Position 4 member 
Childress running for 
alderman, Donald 
Holsinger and Marie 
Thomas are competing for 
the open seat.

Huffman is in her fourth 

term and Ford in his third, 
while Clifton and Compton 
are serving their first ones.

In November 2013, the 
successful candidates for 
school board positions 2, 4 
and 6 were initially elected 
to one-year terms, while 
those for positions 1, 3, 5 
and 7 won three-year terms.

The odd-numbered 
positions were up for re-
election to four-year terms 
in 2016, 2020 and 2024, 
and the even-numbered 
positions in 2014, 2018 and 
2022. 

In April 2016, the Board 

of Mayor and Aldermen 
and the Tennessee General 
Assembly approved 
amendments to the 
Millington City Charter 
that changed the date 
of the city elections and 
established staggered terms 
for the aldermen.

The following November, 
alderman positions 1-4 
were up for re-election to 
a two-year and positions 
5-7 to a four-year term. The 
first four positions were up 
for re-election to a four-
year term in 2018 and 2022.

The mayor’s position will 
continue to be up for re-
election every four years.

The elections had 
previously been conducted 
on the first Thursday in 
August every four years. 
But they are now scheduled 
every two years on the 
first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November to 
coincide with the federal 
and state general elections.

City Attorney Gerald 
Lawson has said this saves 
money by eliminating a 
runoff election.

So, in races with more 
than two candidates, the 
one who receives a plurality 
of the total votes cast will 
be declared the winner.

City election ballot will have 16 candidates for 8 positions
By Bill Short

The Millington Star 

History took flight in Millington last week. The CAF 
AirPower History Tour was at the Millington-Mem-
phis Airport Wednesday through Sunday, bringing 
an incredible collection of historic World War II air-
craft to Flag City. One of the highlights of the tour is 
“FIFI,” one of the world’s few remaining flying B-29 
Superfortresses. Visitors had the opportunity to get 
an up-close look at this legendary aircraft, along 
with other classic warbirds including the T-6 Texan, 
PT-13 Stearman, RC-45J, and B-25 Mitchell.

Millington Area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Chris Thomas has been chosen for 
a special position recently.

“I’m pleased to share that Chris 
Thomas, Executive Director of 
the Millington Area Chamber 
of Commerce, has been invited 
to serve on the Economic 
Development Committee of newly 
elected Shelby County Mayor 
Mickell Lowery’s Transition 
Team,” a release stated. 

Thomas will represent the 
Shelby County Chamber Alliance 
on the committee, providing an 
important voice for the chambers 
and municipalities throughout 
Shelby County outside of 
Memphis.

“Thomas brings a wealth of 
experience in business, economic 
development and public service. 
He is a graduate of the University 

of Memphis with a degree in 
Business and has served Shelby 
County in several leadership roles, 
including Shelby County Probate 
Court Clerk, Shelby County 
Commissioner, and City Manager 
for the City of Lakeland.”

Thomas currently serves 
as Executive Director of the 
Millington Area Chamber of 
Commerce, a position he has 
held for the past year and a half. 
During that time, the Chamber has 
experienced significant growth 
in membership, programs and 
economic development initiatives, 
working closely with local 
businesses, community leaders 
and regional partners to promote 
Millington and its continued 
growth.

Millington itself has experienced 
significant growth in recent years. 
According to the Tennessee 
State Data Center, Millington’s 
population grew 22.4 percent 
from 2020 to 2025, ranking it fifth 
among Tennessee municipalities 

with populations between 5,000 
and 20,000 in percentage growth 
during that period.

“We are pleased to have 
Chris representing the Shelby 
County Chamber Alliance 
in this important effort. His 
experience in local government, 

economic development and 
chamber leadership will provide 
a valuable perspective as the 
new administration develops its 
economic development priorities 
for Shelby County. Please join 
me in congratulating Chris on this 
appointment.”

Chamber’s Thomas selected to new mayor’s transition team
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star



@ Millington Public 
Library

STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Pub-
lic Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years old. 
Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! 
Is your little one still struggling to sit still? No 
problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to 
learn how to sit still, before preschool, in a low 
stress environment the includes breaks to dance 
those wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public 
Library has a Seniors Computer Class. If there is 
a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can 
call the library at 901-872-1585 to make sure 
you attend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Pub-
lic Library has Lego Club for ages 6–12. This 
program has a challenge each week but free 
building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Milling-
ton Public Library have two programs weekly 
both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. 
Wednesday is Storytime and Thursday is an 
educational playtime called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be host-
ing a book sale August 13-16 in the library 
meeting room. Come out and discover your 
next great read. The Millington Public Library is 
located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food 
Pantry

The Millington Food Pantry is located on the 
grounds of Millington First United Methodist 
Church at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, is available 
to qualified residents of 38053 living in Shelby 
County.   Hours of operation are each Tuesday 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., every first Thursday and the 

third Saturday of each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Call 901-872-2771 to make an appointment.   
Appointments are not made  in advance of the 
day the pantry is open.

Lions Club
The Millington Lions Club meets the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at noon. For more 
information, contact President Linda Overstreet 
at 286-2094 or email millingtontnlions@out-
look.com

Senior Exercise
The senior exercise club meets Mondays 

and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the 
Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street in Millington. For more informa-
tion, call 873-5770.

Senior Club
The Millington Senior Citizen’s Club is 

meeting again Wednesdays at 10 a.m. with 
entertainment weekly. The club meets at the 
Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street. For more information, call 873-
5770. 

Warrior’s Heart 
Donations

The Warrior Hearts Foundation has donat-
ed toys to LeBonheur annually, along with 
clothes and, more recently, infant nursery 
equipment to the Cardiac Unit. The founda-
tion’s goal is to raise awareness of congenital 
heart defects and make a long-lasting differ-
ence. With your support, the Warrior Hearts 
Foundation has, and will continue to, carry out 
its mission of aiding and assisting children with 

congenital heart defects and their families. To 
donate visit, warriorsheart.org

CBC Monthly 
Meeting

The Millington City Beautiful Commission 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Millington Public Library located 
at 4858 Navy Road. The public is welcomed to 
attend. Meetings begin at 5:15 p.m. Call 901-
385-9858

Chamber Golf Tourney in 
September

The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf 
Tournament Let Freedom Swing (Education Fund-
raiser) will be held Sept. 26 at Glen Eagle Golf 
Course with check-in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start 
will be noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For more 
information and to register visit millingtonchamber.
com or call 872-1486. 

VFW Car Show Aug. 29
Gold Star Family Charity Car Show hosted by VFW 
Post 7175 and USA Stadium will be held Aug. 29 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. located at 4351 Babe Howard 
Blvd. in Millington. There is an entry fee and to regis-
ter a car call 343-2719 or 301-7097 and to register 
as a vendor, call 336-4203. All proceeds to benefit a 
fall Gold Star Family Dinner and support local youth 

baseball programs. 
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46228738: Medical - Illness - 
Psychological Behavior Issues, on Aug. 15 
@ 23:20

46226525: No Emergency - Good 
Intent - Smoke From Nonhostile Source 
(Smoke Scare), on Aug. 15 @ 20:59

46222682: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Aug. 15 @ 19:06

46221191: No Emergency - Good 
Intent - No Incident Found Upon Arrival / 
Location Error, on Aug. 15 @18:05

46213897: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 15 @ 
12:53

46213700: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 15 @ 13:52

46212594: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 15 @ 10:29

46211961: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 15 @ 9:32

46206426: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Aug. 15 @ 9:26

46206262: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 15 @ 8:18

46194422: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 14 @ 19:44

46179208: Fire - Outside Fire - 
Vegetation / Grass Fire, on Aug. 14 @13:20

46175372: Medical - Illness - 
Convulsions / Seizures, on Aug. 14 @ 9:58

46160805: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 , on Aug. 14 @ 6:33

46160183: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 14 @ 6 4:44

46156440: Medical - Illness - Diabetic 
Problems, on Aug. 13 @ 21:53

46153164: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 13 @ 17:56

46153024: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 13 @ 20:48

46146579: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 13 @ 20:01

46144820: Medical - Illness - 
Psychological Behavior Issues, on Aug. 13 
@ 16:20

46130566: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 13 @ 10:24

46127566: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas 
Odor, on Aug. 13 @8:46

46124238: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 13 @ 6:17

46123652: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 13 @ 5:52

46072977: Medical - Illness - Unknown 
Problem, on Aug. 12 @ 20:43

46038932: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 12 @ 19:12

46024172: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Assault, on Aug. 12 @18:27

45994057: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 12 @ 15:50

45939445: Hazardous Situation - 
Investigation - Odor, on Aug. 12 @ 11:02

45931175: Hazardous Situation - 
Investigation - Odor, on Aug. 12 @ 7:58

45930567: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 , on Aug. 12 @ 7:10

45927360: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 12 @ 8:30

45918894: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 11 @ 22:07

45918430: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 11 @ 21:51

45913833: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 11 @ 17:49

45912485: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazard Non-Chemical - Motor Vehicle 
Collision, on Aug. 11 @15:45

45910762: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazard Non-Chemical - Electrical Hazard / 
Short Circuit, on Aug. 11 @ 14:14

45910016: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 11 @ 13:22

45905547: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 11 
@13:50

45894997: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 11 @ 8:43

45893769: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 11 @ 6:44

45890989: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 11 @ 5:44

45890473: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 11 @ 4:56

45887722: No Emergency - False Alarm 
- Malfunctioning Alarm, on Aug. 11 @ 0:42

45886842: Law Enforcement Support, 
on Aug. 10 @ 23:40

45881773: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 10 @ 19:39

45874782: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 10 @ 15:54

45866932: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 10 @ 11:54

45861286: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas 
Odor, on Aug. 10 @ 9:00

45856331: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 10 @ 
5:50

45856185: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 10 @ 1:57

45853525: No Emergency - False Alarm 
- Other False Call, on Aug. 9 @ 23:01

45849197: Law Enforcement Support, 
on Aug. 9 @ 21:42

45847593: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Heat / Cold Exposure, on Aug. 9 @ 18:49

45847520: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 9 @ 14:32

45847168: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 9 @ 19:58

45847136: Fire - Outside Fire - 
Vegetation / Grass Fire, on Aug. 9 @ 14:11

45845773: Medical - Other - Medical 
Alarm, on Aug. 9 @ 13:29

45843778: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 9 @ 17:25

45843678: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 9 @ 16:47

45839498: Medical - Illness - Cardiac 
Arrest	 , on Aug. 9 @ 11:23

45839487: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Citizen Assist / Service Call, on 
Aug. 9 @ 9:43

45838912: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 9 @ 
9:18

45834954: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status	 , on Aug. 9 @ 11:44

45834837: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 9 @ 10:55

45831578: Medical - Illness - Diabetic 
Problems, on Aug. 9 @ 10:06

45828186: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 9 @ 
7:09

BESSIE MARILYN ANDERSON 
Bessie Marilyn Anderson, 71 of Millington, passed away 
on August 14, 2026 at her residence. There will be a view-
ing for Mrs. Anderson on Saturday, Sept. 5  from 9- 10:55 
a.m. with her funeral service to begin at 11 a.m. at Tab-
ernacle Missionary Baptist Church, 8177 Quito Road, 
Millington, Tennessee 38053. Jefferson Mortuary, Inc. has 
charge.

BERT J. BURNS SR. 
Bert J. Burns Sr., 69, passed away peacefully on August 
8, 2026, at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis. Ma-
ley-Yarbrough Funeral Home had charge. 

PATRICIA GAIL CHILDRESS
Patricia Gail Childress, 71, of Tipton County, passed 
away peacefully on August 14, 2026 surrounded by the 
love and memories of those who meant the most to her. 
Munford Funeral Home had charge. A memorial service 
was held Aug. 18. Patricia’s life was a gift, her memory 
a treasure, and her love will remain forever in the hearts 
of those who were blessed to know her. Forever loved. 
Forever missed. Forever in our hearts.

BRYSON JEFFREY COOPER
Bryson Jeffrey Cooper, 57, known to many as Jeff, Dad, or 
Pop, passed away after a courageous battle with cancer. 
He was born on March 22, 1969, in Memphis, and was 
adopted as a newborn by Bryson and Patricia Cooper. 
Jeff grew up in Covington, where he spent much of his 
childhood working on local farms beginning at the age 
10. The family honored Jeff’s life with a memorial visita-
tion on Aug. 21, at Maley-Yarbrough Funeral Home.

JOHNNIE THOMAS HILL JR. 
Johnnie Thomas Hill, Jr, 79 of Millington, passed on Au-
gust 5, 2026 at his residence. There was a viewing for Mr. 
Hill, Jr. on Aug. 15 with his funeral service at Rosemark 
COGIC, in Millington-Arlington Road, in Millington. In-
terment followed at Pleasant Rest Memorial Gardens, in 
Millington. Jefferson Mortuary, Inc. has charge.

HENRY JONES III
Henry Jones, III,  47 of Drummonds, passed away on 
August 9, 2026 in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. There was 
a visitation for Mr. Jones on Aug. 21 at Jefferson Mortu-
ary, Inc. - Chapel, in Millington. An additional viewing 
was held on Aug. 22 with his funeral service at River of 
Life Church Assemblies of God, in Millington. Interment 
followed at Jones Family Farm Resting Place, Armstrong 
Road, in Drummonds. Jefferson Mortuary, Inc. has 
charge.

areaOBITS
SONIA VYNETTE KIGHT

Sonia Vynette Kight, 70, went to be with the Lord on August 19, 
2026. The family received friends on Aug. 21 at Munford Funer-
al Home – Munford Chapel until the service. The interment fol-
lowed at Poplar Grove Cemetery in Drummonds. Sonia was a 
faithful member of Munford Church of Christ.

RODNEY ROBINSON
Rodney Robinson, 55 of Millington, passed away on August 10, 
2026 at Veterans Affairs Medical Center - Memphis. There was a 
viewing for Mr. Robinson on Aug. 22 9-10:55 a.m.with his funeral 
service at Historical First Baptist Church, in Millington. Interment 
was held on Aug. 24, at West Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery, 
in Memphis. Jefferson Mortuary, Inc. has charge.

DONALD LEE ROGERS
Donald Lee Rogers, 72, passed away on August 15, 2026. The 
family received friends on August 20, 2026, at Munford Funeral 
Home - Munford Chapel until the service. The interment followed 
at Helen Crigger Cemetery in Munford.

MICHAEL BARRY WOODHOUSE
Michael Barry Woodhouse, 55, of Millington, passed away on 
Aug. 17, at his home. A celebration of Michael’s life will be held 
at a later date, with the date, time, and location to be announced. 
Michael’s love for his family and the memories they created to-
gether will continue to live on in the hearts of those who knew 
and loved him.

KERRY ‘PAT’ WILLIAMS
Kerry “Pat” Williams, 77, passed away on August 17, 2026. The 
family received friends on Aug. 25 at Munford Funeral Home - 
Munford Chapel until the service. Pat was in the Air Force for 12 
years and was honorably discharged. When he left the military 
he started working at Sceco, an electric company, were Pat met 
his wife, Eleonor Williams, in Saudi Arabia, and they were mar-
ried for 37 years. After Pat and Eleonor moved back to the United 
States he started working for Banks, he enjoyed repairing tech-
nology and learning more about it; he would repair the ATM Ma-
chines for numerous banks. When Pat finally retired form work-
ing he stayed home and watched Hollywood Squares, Westerns, 
and old movies, and he also liked to surf the internet. Pat liked 
anything sweet. Pat is survived by his wife, Eleonor Williams; his 
children, Jodi Essary (Shane), James Williams, and Mark Williams; 
grandchildren, Ethan and Elizabeth Essary; sister, Hazel Stallings; 
nieces, Christy Callihan and Angela Dotson; and Nephews, Joe 
Williams, Joe Stallings, Jimmy Stallings, Donald Dotson, and 
Lynn Dotson. Pat is preceded in death by his parents, Joe Williams 
and Elaine Kolwyck; and his siblings, Billy Williams, Donald Wil-
liams, and Vanice Dotson. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
any memorial contributions be made to the American Veterans 
Association or to St. Jude Research Hospital. 
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MEMPHIS — The de-
but of Scott Blair as head 
coach of the Millington Tro-
jan Football team had a few 
promising moments. 

The interception and 
touchdown return of Karson 
Lane was the first glimmer 
of hope Millington would 
pull off the upset Friday 
night over the Fairley Bull-
dogs. 

Moments later Millington 
tied the game again when 
Chris Duckworth exploded 
up the middle through the 
Bulldog defense and was ap-
parently tackled. But Duck-
worth never touched the turf 
of JP Freeman Stadium and 
collected himself to finish 
off the 90 yard TD run. 

Then the 13-13 deadlock 
resulted in a 31-13 win for 
Fairley ending the night on a 
damper for Coach Blair. 

“They gave everything 
they had,” Blair said of his 
team. “We’re relatively 
young and it showed tonight. 
We made several little mis-
takes early tonight. I felt like 
it held us back. When you 
make more mistakes up front 
than they do, that’s a recipe 

for disaster.”
Fairley (1-0) scored the 

first touchdown of the night 
with 3 minutes and 41 sec-
onds left in the first quarter. 

The Bulldogs regained 
possession later in the open-
ing period when Larson 
made a leaping INT near the 
line of scrimmage. He ad-
vanced the ball into the end 

zone to tie the game at 6-6 
with 5 seconds remaining in 
the first quarter. 

The Bulldogs went to the 
air for their second score of 
the night to go ahead 13-6 
with 7:15 on the clock. 

Millington (0-1) had an an-
swer on its next series. After 
one of several penalties on 
the Trojans placed the ball 

on the 10-yard-line, quarter-
back Cole Hawkins handed 
the rock to Duckworth. The 
senior ran for a first down 
before confronting a couple 
of Fairley defenders. 

His knees or elbows nev-
er touched the turf and the 
whistle didn’t blow. Duck-
worth raced to the end zone 
for the game-tying touch-

down with 6 minutes and 
37 seconds remaining on the 
clock. 

“We started off real slow 
then our defense picked it 
up,” Blair noted. “It was 
13-13 at halftime. The sec-
ond half, we’ve got to be in 
better shape. We’ve got to 
pick it up. We’re young and 
inexperienced, but I think we 

fought until the end.”
One of the defensive high-

lights for the Trojans was a 
Ayden Folson interception 
in the end zone to kill one of 
Fairley’s drives. 

Despite big tackles and 
stops by Trojans like Kaleb 
Clark, the Bulldogs tallied 
three touchdowns in the sec-
ond half. Fairley seized con-
trol of the game with a pair 
of touchdown passes and a 
TD run to prevail 31-13. 

Now the Trojans head 
back on the road for the an-
nual rival contest against the 
Munford Cougars. Milling-
ton will travel for the M&M 
Bowl and a 7 p.m. kickoff 
against the Cougars. 

“Attention to detail is what 
I am looking for,” Blair said 
of moving forward. “Atten-
tion to getting off the ball, 
staying low, staying on your 
block, just attention to de-
tails. 

“We made young team 
mistakes tonight,” he con-
cluded. “We need to step up 
and play above our heads. 
They’re a very talented and 
big squad. They’re very 
tough and we know that. 
We’re going to snap back to 
it and get back to practice on 
Monday. We’re going to try 
to focus on the little things.”

SIGNS OF STRENGTH
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

Blair’s Trojan debut spoiled by Bulldogs, Millington leaves with several highlights

Taking Care of Business

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The sixth longest touchdown in Millington Trojan history was highlighted by this moment when Chris Duckworth landed on top of a Fairley defender Friday night in JP Freeman Stadium, never 
touching ground with his elbow or knee. Duckworth got up and raced to the end zone for the 90-yard TD during the second quarter of the Bulldogs’ 31-13 season opening victory. 

The good news Thursday night, 
the Munford Cougars looked 
dominant in their 2026 football 
debut against the Memphis Busi-
ness Academy Executives. 

The Munford faithful left 
the Munford Football Stadium 
pleased with a 58-0 victory fea-
turing special teams, defensive 
and offensive touchdowns. But 
just like most season opening 
games in the August heat, there 
were plenty of issues and things to 
clean up.

“We can’t have penalties,” 
Munford Head Coach Slade Cal-
houn noted. “I think we had two 
pass interference penalties which 
is what cost us the Region title last 
year. Whether they were or wheth-
er they’re not, they were called. 

“We’ve got to figure out how to 
play pass defense without com-
mitting penalties,” he added. “We 
can’t have a penalty down here 
with our mouthpiece out. We can’t 
get touchdown runs called back.”

Coming into the MBA game, 
the No. 72 jersey of senior line-
man Jaydien Mullins was draped 
over a sweatshirt. The rest of Mul-
lins’ line crew paved the way for 
long touchdowns runs throughout 
the night. 

Before the offensive unit could 
take the field, the 2026 season 
opening kickoff was field by Ger-
marione Turner near the 15-yard-
line. Turner exploded through the 

Executives all the way to the end 
zone and an 8-0 lead just 12 sec-
onds into the new year. 

Before the first quarter con-
cluded, Munford was ahead 34-
0. Dixon Mooneyham scored the 
first offensive touchdown of the 
season at the 7:46 mark with a 2 
yard run to cap off a Cougar drive. 

The 15-0 score grew to 21-0 
when Tay Starks navigated 
through the MBA defense for a 
37-yard TD run. 

About 4 minutes later, Qua Bell 
displayed his speed going up the 
sideline for a 66 yard touchdown 
run to make the score 28-0 with 2 
minutes and 54 seconds remain-
ing in the opening period. 

The defense unit led by senior 
Braxton Grant was giving the 
MBA offense problems the entire 
first quarter. 

Cougars like Dakota Lumm, 
Amarrie Alston and Emery King 
were a part of the front seven neu-

tralizing the MBA attack. 
To close out the first quarter, 

Grant executed a strip-sack lead-
ing to Caleb Polk finally scooping 
up the ball at the 5 yard line. Polk 
poked the ball into the end zone 
for the defense touchdown and a 
34-0 advantage. 

“Besides from (the penalties), I 
am pretty pleased,” Calhoun said. 
“Jaydien Mullins, our All-Every-
thing offensive lineman, is out for 
a little bit. We have a sophomore 

playing in his place. We really 
didn’t slow down. There are some 
bright spots. Our freshmen and 
young guys played brilliantly.”

MBA (0-1) had one threat of 
scoring in the fourth quarter, but 
Munford was able to maintain the 
shoutout. Tay Starks added his 
second touchdown prior to half-
time from 2-yards out to make the 
tally 42-0 at the break. 

The Cougars received two 
scores in the second half with Pat-
rick Cunningham and freshman 
Zavion Ross doing the honors 
with running touchdowns of 42 
and 3 yards respectively. 

“We’ve got to keep scoring the 
ball,” Calhoun said. “We’ve got to 
keep moving the ball. I like how 
we played defense. We tackled 
well from the opening bell. The 
one looked really good. They 
were hungry to make some plays. 
That’s what we’ve got to get back 
to — playing great defense.”

Munford (1-0) returns to the 
home turf next Friday night for 
the annual M&M Bowl against 
rival the Millington Trojans. 

“Our special teams were a little 
shakier than I like,” Calhoun con-
cluded. “We’ve probably lost a 
guy who is out for the year in DK 
Burton. That’s a killer right there. 
He’s a starter on defense and in 
every single special teams play. 
Just an all-around great kid, you 
hate to lose somebody like him. 
M&M Bowl next week and next 
man up. Let’s go, because Mill-
ington will be a much better team 
than we played tonight.”

Cougars dominate Executives despite plenty of first-game jitters, next up annual M&M Bowl 
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
Munford Cougar senior running back Qua Bell breaks loose last Thursday night in the Munford Football Stadium for 
a first down against the MBA Executives during the Cougars’ 58-0 season-opening victory. 
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A local veterans group pro-
vided lunch for about 100 
Army National Guard soldiers 
who are preparing to step 
down from their deployment 
to Memphis.

The American Legion Post 
252, Millington was asked 
by the Legion’s 10th District 
Commander, Luis Santos to 
provide lunch for an Army 
National Guard Unit coming 
off deployment from their du-
ties in Memphis

“We heard of this need with 
only two-days’ notice.  It 
seems the debriefing occurred 
when the unit was not under 
Title 10 orders so the support 
group couldn’t provide and 
meals.”  Lee Buchschacher, 
Past Department Commander, 
said. 

“I called around and Jer-
sey Mikes Subs in Bartlett 
was willing to give us a price 
break off their sandwiches, I 
just added drinks and chips,” 
he added. “On Monday, Au-
gust 10 they had 96 sand-
wiches ready for pick up at 11 
a.m. and we were able to get 
them down to the Air National 
Guard location by 12:15 p.m.” 

He went on to say this was 
a “thank you” for their near 
long year service in Memphis.

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

Legion 252 provides deployment lunch

The 2026 International Goat 
Days will be held Sept. 12 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Ed Haley Sports Complex 
located at 4885 Bill Knight. 
Parking is $5. For more infor-
mation on events and enter-
tainment, call Millington 
Parks and Recreation at 873-
5770 and visit the Goat Days 
page on Facebook. 

Goat Days Set
For Sept. 12

CLARKSVILLE —  
Jaida Peete, of Milling-
ton, was named to the 
Dean’s List for academ-
ic achievement during 
Summer 2026.

The Dean’s List recog-
nizes students who have 
shown a commitment to 
academic excellence by 
earning a term GPA of 
3.5 while enrolled full-

time.
Austin Peay State Uni-

versity (APSU), located 
in Clarksville, is a lead-
ing institution of higher 
education in the South-
east. Peete was a former 
member of the Millington 
Lady Trojan Basketball 
team helping the team 
reach Sub-State. 

‘She was also named 
Homecoming Queen her 
senior year at Millington.

For more information, 
visit www.apsu.edu.

Peete Named to APSU’s 
Summer 2026 

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

Millington Primary 
School, 6445 William Os-
teen Dr., scored 96 in a 
follow-up health inspec-
tion August 18 after an 
inspector found a milk 
cooler reading 57 degrees.

The report directs that 
the cooler be repaired and 
notes proper cold holding 
must be maintained at 41 
degrees or below. 

The inspector also ob-
served an employee in the 
dishwashing area drying 
wet food trays with brown 
paper towels rather than 
letting them air dry after 
sanitizing, and found a 
dumpster side door left 
open.

In a separate school 
buildings inspection of 
the school’s Y-Care pro-
gram the same day, the 
site scored 95, with no 

outlet covers observed in 
outlets during the inspec-
tion. The report notes the 
Y-Care contact person 
was not available.

Millington Central High 
School, 8050 West Street, 
scored 98 in a routine in-
spection August 20. 

The inspector found 
ice buildup inside a milk 
cooler and noted the dish 
machine’s final rinse 
temperature was not dis-
played during the inspec-
tion, directing that it be 
repaired.

Patriot Box Sports Grill, 
8834 US-51, scored 95 on 
August 20, with no ther-
mometer in a freezer near 
the deep fryer area, an 
outer opening at the rear 
door, wet stacked drinking 
cups and a three-compart-
ment sink sprayer hanging 
below the flood rim.

Two mobile units at 
6368 Walsh Rd. were in-
spected August 20. Sub-

tastic Food Truck scored 
a perfect 100 with no vi-
olations noted, and The 
Refresh Station scored 99, 
cited only for dirty floors 
under equipment. 

Blessings From Above, 
6881 Southknoll Ave., 
also scored 100 in a rou-
tine inspection August 18. 
Tipton Rosemark Acad-
emy food service, 8696 
Rosemark Road, scored 
98 on August 20.

Inspection reports are 
public record. Complete 
reports are available at 
inspections.myhealthde-
partment.com/tennessee.

This Week’s Inspec-
tions at a Glance

Millington health in-
spections, August 18-23, 
2026. Source: Tennessee 
Department of Health / 
Shelby County Health De-
partment.

Patriot Box Sports 
Grill — 8834 US-51

Food service, routine, 

August 20 — Score: 95
Thermometer not ob-

served in freezer in the 
deep fryer area.

Outer opening observed 
at rear door; provide 
weatherstrip to prevent 
pest entry.

Drinking cups in drink 
station wet stacking, not 
properly air drying.

Sprayer at three-com-
partment sink hanging be-
low the flood rim; repair 
to prevent contamination.

Subtastic Food Truck 
(mobile unit) — 6368 
Walsh Rd.

Food service, routine, 
August 20 — Score: 100

No violations noted.
The Refresh Station 

(mobile unit) — 6368 
Walsh Rd.

Food service, routine, 
August 20 — Score: 99

Floors underneath 
equipment and in general 
are dirty.

Millington Central 

High School — 8050 
West Street

Food service, routine, 
August 20 — Score: 98

Ice buildup inside milk 
cooler #2; defrost to pre-
vent buildup.

Dish machine final rinse 
temperature was not ob-
served or displayed during 
the inspection; repair.

Provide no-smoking 
sign at rear entrance door.

Tipton Rosemark 
Academy — Food Ser-
vice — 8696 Rosemark 
Road

Food service, routine, 
August 20 — Score: 98

Outer opening observed 
at rear door; provide 
weatherstrip to prevent 
pest entry.

Millington Primary 
School Y-Care — 6445 
William Osteen

School buildings, rou-
tine, August 18 — Score: 
95

No outlet covers ob-

served in outlets during 
the inspection.

Comment: Y-Care con-
tact person was not avail-
able during inspection.

Millington Primary 
School — 6445 William 
Osteen Dr.

Food service, follow-up, 
August 18 — Score: 96

Milk cooler #2 reading 
57 degrees during the in-
spection. Repair cooler; 
proper cold holding must 
be maintained at 41 de-
grees or below.

Employee observed in 
dishwashing area drying 
wet food trays with brown 
paper towels; trays must 
air dry after being sani-
tized.

Dumpster side door 
open; close to prevent 
pest entry.

Blessings From Above 
— 6881 Southknoll Ave.

Food service, routine, 
August 18 — Score: 100

No violations noted.

Millington Health Inspection scores for August 18-23
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star



 It is amazing that mur-
derers apparently con-
tinue to forget that de-
tectives check computer 
searches in homicide in-
vestigations. 

While I only handle 
civil injury and death 
cases, and I have never 
defended a single crim-
inal— I like true crime 
podcasts. 

Imagine having to de-
fend this guy: 

Using his personal 
cell phone and his son’s 
iPad, alleged murderer 
Brian Walshe reportedly 
searched for the follow-
ing phrases:

4:55 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how long before a body 
starts to smell”

4:58 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how to stop a body 
from decomposing”

5:20 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how to embalm a body”

5:47 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“10 ways to dispose of a 
dead body if you really 
need to”

6:25 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how long for someone 
to be missing to inherit”

6:34 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“can you throw away 
body parts”

9:29 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“what does formalde-
hyde do”

9:34 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how long does DNA 
last”

9:59 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“can identification be 
made on partial re-
mains”

11:34 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“dismemberment and 
the best ways to dispose 
of a body”

11:44 a.m. on Jan. 1: 
“how to clean blood 
from wooden floor”

11:56 a.m. on Jan. 
1: “luminal to detect 
blood”

1:08 p.m. on Jan. 1: 
“what happens when 
you put body parts in 
ammonia”

1:21 p.m. on Jan. 1: “is 
it better to throw crime 

scene clothes away or 
wash them”

12:45 p.m. on Jan. 2: 
“hacksaw best tool to 
dismember”

1:10 p.m. on Jan. 2: 
“can you be charged 
with murder without a 
body”

1:14 p.m. on Jan. 2: 
“can you identify a body 

with broken teeth”
1:02 p.m. on Jan. 3: 

“what happens to hair on 
a dead body”

1:13 p.m. on Jan. 3: 
“what is the rate of de-
composition of a body 
found in a plastic bag 
compared to on a sur-
face in the woods”

1:20 p.m. on Jan. 3: 

“can baking soda make 
a body smell good”

It is incomprehensible 
to me that these crimi-
nals haven’t figured out 
that their searches will 
be revealed. 

But, as someone once 
said—never expect 
criminals to be smart. 

Peel seeks justice for 

those injured in tractor 
trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malprac-
tice, and disability. He 
often addresses church-
es, clubs and groups 
without charge. Peel 
may be reached through 
P e e l L a w F i r m . c o m 
wherein other articles 
may be accessed.
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Music is universal.
Sounds and rhythms 

make our bodies move, 
minds think and souls are 
touched. From Bluegrass 
to K-Pop the right song 
can cross language bar-
riers, racial divides and 
unite strangers. 

The importance of the 
artform makes legends out 
of composers, producers, 
instrumentalists and sing-
ers. Just the other day I 
was playing compact disc 
albums in my car reliving 
the 1990s and early 2000s. 
Then I saw August 25 on 
the calendar and quick-
ly realized it has been 
25 years already that an 
icon from my generation 
passed away. 

Aaliyah was taken from 
us in 2001 and left a gen-
eration of girls in shock. 
Today you will still see 
women in their mid-40s 
and early 50s 
wearing a shirt 
with an image 
of the late R&B 
singer on it. 

Looking at the 
year 2026, there 
are several sig-
nificant anniver-
saries ending in 
zero or five of music art-
ists who left us too soon. 

10. Johnny Thunders 
(April 23, 1991) 

35 YEARS AGO
Unknown to most of the 

world, Johnny Thunders’ 
of the New York Dolls 
passed away in the spring 
of 1991. Those familiar 
with the rock singer were 
not shocked by his death 
related to drug use. His 
death was ruled officially 
drug-related, toxicology 
reports later determined 
the drugs in the guitarist 
and singer’s system were 
not at a fatal level. 

Thunders was found 
dead in a hotel room in 
New Orleans. He was 
suffering from advanced 
leukemia at the time of his 
passing. Questions have 
been tossed out in the me-
dia the past three decades 
on suspicious circum-
stances surrounding his 
sudden death. 

9. Bobby Fuller 
(July 18, 1966) 

60 YEARS AGO
This is one of those sit-

uations when I know the 
song but not the artist. “I 
Fought the Law” is one of 
my favorite novelty songs. 
And the singer to bring 
that to life was Bobby 
Fuller. He was found dead 
at 23 in his car, just a few 
months after the song be-

came a hit. 
If Thunders’ death is 

suspicious, Fuller’s pass-
ing flat out a ‘True Crime 
Documentary’ waiting to 
happen. Fuller was appar-
ently doused in gasoline 
and several people indicat-
ed his body had bruising. 
Initially ruled a suicide, 
Fuller’s death was eventu-
ally ruled accidental.

8. Freddie Mercury 
(November 24, 1991)

35 YEARS AGO 
Freddie Mercury be-

came a legend after his 
passing in late 1991. He 
was a one-of-a-king voice 
and lead singer for the 
rock band Queen. Mer-
cury was actually a great 
singer with a four-octave 
voice range. Toss in his 
flamboyant costumes and 
performances, Mercury 
was setting up to be one of 
the most memorable lead 

singers of all 
time. His early 
passing, rushed 
the process and 
eventually got 
him a Holly-
wood movie. 

For years, it 
was suspected 
that Mercury 

was HIV positive. Mer-
cury did not confirm his 
diagnosis until November 
23, 1991 and the next day 
he died at the age of 45 
from bronchial pneumonia 
resulting from AIDS.

7. Bob Marley 
(May 11, 1981) 

45 YEARS AGO
I am not a reggae guy. 

Actually most reggae 
songs hurt my ears, but if 
you are at a beach theme 
party, let the good times 
roll. 

The most recognizable 
person from the genre is 
the late Bob Marley. I was 
born in September 1981 
and I didn’t know Marley 
was dead until 1991 be-
cause he is treated like he 
is still alive. 

Bob Marley blended 
reggae, ska and rocksteady 
and redefined this genre 
of music. His cover of 
Eric Clapton’s “I Shot the 
Sheriff” gave him main-
stream appeal. Marley is 
the poster child for reggae 
artists still till this day. 

Marley remains an icon-
ic Rastafari figure 45 years 
after his death. In 1977, 
Marley was diagnosed 
with a rare type of melano-
ma unrelated to sun expo-
sure. The lesion was under 
a toenail, and he was ad-
vised to have the toe am-
putated. Marley opted to 

have the nail and nail bed 
removed instead. That led 
to his battle for his life and 
at the age of 36, Marley 
was gone. 

6. Amy Winehouse 
(July 23, 2011) 

15 YEARS AGO
Another worldwide art-

ist who received a lot of 
hype and I am not a fan 
of their music is British 
singer Amy Winehouse. 
She joined the infamous 
“27 Club” when she  died 
from accidental alcohol 
poisoning on July 23, 
2011. She was only 27. 
She was found dead in her 
flat in Camden, London 
and her blood alcohol con-
tent was 0.416 percent. To 
put it in perspective, that is 
five times the legal driv-
ing limit. Her music was a 
long suicide note and illus-
trated her interior pain. 

5. Aaliyah (August 25, 
2001)

25 YEARS AGO
Now to the inspiration 

of this countdown, Aa-
liyah was a rising star in 
the early 2000s. She was 
pumping out hit songs 
and transitioning to acting. 
Then she did what artists 
of the day did quite often 
in 2001, she traveled to 
shoot a music video. 

The 22-year-old was 

in the Bahamas and just 
wrapped the filming of 
her “Rock the Boat” short 
film. 

Then news rocked 
America when outlets 
reported Aaliyah’s plane 
crashing from Marsh Har-
bour Airport on Abaco Is-
land. Aaliyah and five oth-
ers died instantly. Three 
more succumbed to their 
injuries the following day. 
In a flash my generation 
had an eternal princess of 
the music industry. She 
will forever be the pre-
cious, potential phenom. 

4. George Michael 
(December 25, 2016) 

10 YEARS AGO
My Christmas Day was 

ruined 10 years ago when 
the news of George Mi-
chael passing. From his 
days leading Wham! to his 
amazing solo career, I am 
a huge fan of the smooth 
sounds of Michael. 

With record sales ex-
ceeding 120 million, I am 
not alone in my apprecia-
tion of Michael’s talents. 
“Careless Whisper” to 
“Don’t Let the Sun Go 
Down on Me,” I will for-
ever enjoy the artistic con-
tributions of Michael until 
I die. 

Every December I play 
“Last Christmas” to cel-

ebrate the holiday and 
remember Michael. Al-
though he had overcome 
many health issues and 
battling substance prob-
lems, years of drug abuse 
took its toll on Michael. 
His partner found him 
in his bed on Christmas 
morning, dead of heart 
disease at the tender age 
of 53.

3. Prince 
(April 21, 2016)

10 YEARS AGO
Earlier in 2016 another 

music legend left us too 
soon. The iconic Prince 
Rogers Nelson died on 
April 21, 2016, at age 
57.The world knew him 
as simply Prince. He was 
music royalty. 

Details of his death 
broke our hearts. He was 
found unresponsive in 
an elevator at his Paisley 
Park home and record-
ing studio in Chanhassen, 
Minn. Days of his devoted 
fans wearing purple until 
his burial proceeded. Then 
the autopsy report came 
explaining an accidental 
self-administered over-
dose of fentanyl. 

About a week before 
his death, Prince’s private 
plane made an emergen-
cy landing in Moline, Ill. 
where he was treated for 

an opioid reversal. Those 
close to him were not too 
surprised by the circum-
stances surrounding his 
death. For the rest of us, 
we listen to his unmatched 
catalog to still grieve. 

2. Jim Morrison 
(July 3, 1971) 

55 YEARS AGO
Sometimes your death 

makes you a legend and 
a historic figure. James 
Dean, Buddy Holly and 
Aaliyah come to mind. 
Also in that category is 
Jim Morrison. He was the 
lead singer of The Doors, 
Morrison died in Paris, on 
July 3, 1971, at the age of 
27. 

He was found dead in a 
bathtub by his girlfriend. 
The official cause of death 
was listed as heart failure, 
and no autopsy was per-
formed as under French 
law it was not necessary 
with no signs of foul play. 
Morrison was buried at 
Père Lachaise Cemetery 
in Paris. 

1. Tupac Shakur 
(September 13, 1996) 

30 YEARS AGO
Maybe he was too cool to 

be a part of the “27 Club,” 
rapper Tupac Shakur died 
at age 25. He official-
ly passed away on Sept. 
13,  six days after a drive-
by shooting in Las Vegas. 
It took three decades for 
somebody to face charges 
with the criminal trial in 
the news recently. 

Shakur was shot four 
times while stopped at 
a red light in a car with 
Death Row Records la-
bel boss Suge Knight. 
Pac was busy the night of 
Sept. 7 attending a Mike 
Tyson fight, participating 
in a fight in the casino and 
then getting ready for an 
afterparty.  A white Cadil-
lac stopped next to the car 
Pac was the passenger in 
and fired multiple shots. 
Shakur was hit in the 
chest, arm, and thigh, and 
died from internal bleed-
ing at University Medical 
Center days later. That 
was the night music died 
for me and he was the first 
significant artist of my 
generation taken too soon.

THOMAS SELLERS 
JR. is the editor of The 
Millington Star and both 
the sports editor and a 
weekly personal columnist 
for West 10 Media/Magic 
Valley Publishing. Con-
tact him by phone at (901) 
476-7116, by fax to (901) 
529-7687 and by email 
to starmillington@gmail.
com 

2026 marks multiple significant anniversaries of legends passing
Days Music Died

Jim Morrison & Aaliyah
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Recent success of Munford Lady Cou-
gar Soccer has made it an attractive desti-
nation for any area coach.

Multiple college signings, Sub-State 
appearances and the chance to test your 
skills against the likes of Houston, Col-
lierville and Arlington has the Lady Cou-
gars on the map.

Brooke Johns was excited to take over 
the post this summer and had her players 
working toward preparing for 2026. Then 
came the jamboree at Dyersburg and any 
momentum built by Munford came to a 
halt. 

“We’ve got a lot of adversity that we’re 
facing here in the beginning,” Johns ac-
knowledged. “I got some people out for 
the season with knee injuries. I’ve got a 
couple of ankles we’re icing and going to 
bring back.”

The Northpoint Christian School Lady 
Trojans showed up on time for the season 
opener Aug. 18 in the Munford Stadium. 
The gritty Lady Cougars fought to a 1-1 
halftime tie. Then the depth of the Lady 
Trojans took over in the second half for 
two goals to help Northpoint prevail 3-1.

“It’s a true team effort and shows the 
grit they have to come out to play 80 min-
utes,” Johns said. “I had 13 people, so I 
had only two subs the entire game. I am 
very proud of them. I told them this game 
is just the foundation, the beginning. It 
doesn’t define our season. Us coaches, we 
saw some really good things that we’re re-
ally proud of. 

“Of course a couple of things we need 
to work on,” she added. “We’re at Game 
One of 16 on our schedule. I was excited 
about the stuff we did see that went well. I 
think it’s a good place for us to start over-
all as a team.”

The Lady Cougars matched Northpoint 
stride for stride in the opening minutes of 
the game. Then the limitations of Mun-
ford started to appear early in the second 
half with the Lady Trojans attacking the 
net for two goals within 10 minutes. 

“They got a good program and they’ve 
got a solid team,” Johns noted of North-
point. “We knew they were going to be 

solid coming in. Quite frankly they had 
numbers. Numbers when it’s hot, it’s 
above 100 coming out here. We’re having 
to take hydration breaks every 20 minutes. 

“I have two subs and he has two-teams 
worth of people,” she continued. “It’s 
definitely a disadvantage. When you look 
across the field and you’ve got two teams 
worth of people, you’re staring down. It 
can be a little bit of a daunting task. But 
our girls took it head on. There were no 
complaints or no, ‘Hey Coach we don’t 
think we can.’ They met the challenge 
head on and as a head coach I can’t ask 
for anything more.”

Johns said her group of Lady Cougars 
are displaying perseverance and dedica-
tion despite the injuries. She considers 
their approach to this rocky start to 2026 
as a blessing.

“I want them just having fun and play-
ing while falling in love with the sport,” 
Johns said. “I played sports growing up 
and just being out on a place with a group 
of people you love playing with and who 
are your friends, you’re out here to do the 
same goal in mind. You’re working to-
ward a task together. All together I have 
a fantastic group of girls. It’s a no-brain-
er the Houstons and the Colliervilles are 
considered powerhouse schools. 

“But this team here is headstrong and 
willing to go up against everybody,” Johns 
concluded. “We’re going to set goals be-
tween now and then. We’re going to 
meet them just like Northpoint Christian 
today hopefully with a few less crutches 
and boots, knee braces. We’ll meet them 
however we’re standing at that moment. I 
know they’re going to give 110 percent no 
matter who we are playing.”

The court, bleachers and 
some other features of the Wil-
liam Osteen Gymnasium have 
changed over the last 20 years, 
but for Lauren Pannell she was 
walking in familiar territory. 

From her days as star Mil-
lington Lady Trojan hitter 
Lauren Trouy to being the pro-
gram’s first Division I player 
and returning home as an assis-
tant coach, Pannell has always 
kept Lady Trojan Volleyball 
within touching distance. 

As of this summer and of-
ficially on August 17, 2026, 
the program was fully placed 
in her trusting hands as head 
coach. Her debut was against 
familiar foe, the Munford Lady 
Cougars. 

The current edition of the 
Lady Trojans made sure their 
head coach had a successful 
first match with a competitive 
25-23, 25-21 and 28-26 win 
over the Lady Cougars. 

“I am very proud of them,” 
Pannell said. “They played 
hard. They did look a little ner-
vous in the beginning, but the 
more it went on you can tell 
they got it together.”

The first set was a chance for 
both teams to loosen up nerves 
with multiple ties. After being 
deadlocked at 10-10, Mill-
ington jumped ahead 12-10. 
Eventually Munford rallied to 
tie the set at 14-14.

The contest was later tied at 
16-16, 17-17 and 21-21. Mil-
lington used a scored from 
Malorri Carter to out score 
Munford 4-0 to prevail. 

The Lady Cougars started off 
the second set with a solid per-
formance behind scores from 
Bailey Harp, Makaylah Tolliv-
er and Allison Plascencia. 

“Missed serves, bad transi-
tions, covering our hitters and 
missed serves in high-pressure 
situations, hitters not getting 
out far enough and just con-
sistently hitting better shots,” 

Pannell noted as negative for 
her team. “They knew what 
was wide open, but they were 
still taking the easy swings 
instead of trying to find the 
holes.”

Munford was nursing a 16-
14 advantage in the second set 
when Lady Trojan Hayley Ste-
vens took over the serve. 

The senior sparked her team 
to a 22-16 lead with Carter put-
ting an exclamation point on 
the rally with a spike. 

Before Munford could make 
a comeback, Lady Trojan 
sophomore Taylor Lockhart 
closed the door with a pair of 
kills down the stretch for the 
25-21 win.

“Serve/receive was solid,” 
Pannell said were positives for 
her team. “There were a few 
balls they let hit the ground. 
All in all, serve/receive passing 
was pretty good to where we 
could get a swing. Serves were 
aggressive on the ones we 
didn’t miss, but they were ag-
gressive and they were hitting 
the spots I was telling them to 
hit. That was good. Our mid-
dles are transitioning better.”

Lady Trojans Katie Graves 
and Londyn Maclin controlled 
the interior of the net most of 
the night. Munford made ad-
justments trying to stay alive 
in the third set taking a 20-18 
lead late. 

Harp and her teammate 
Lizzie Tyler had crucial aces 
in putting the Lady Cougars 
ahead. 

When Tolliver slapped down 

a spike, Munford was five 
points away from winning the 
third set. 

Then Carter and Maclin 
came up with points to dead-
lock the set at 20-20. Tolliver 
snatched back momentum for 
Munford with another kill. 
Maclin matched her energy 
with a tip and block to give 
Millington the advantage at 
22-21. 

The Lady Trojans were on 
the verge of victory ahead 
24-22 when Munford rallied 
behind the serving of Tolliver 
to go ahead 25-24. Maclin tied 
the set at 25-25 with a tip score. 

The two teams traded points 
to deadlock the third set at 26-
26. Then Stevens scored to 
give Millington the lead for 
good and the Lady Trojans 
gave their coach a debut win 
with the 28-26 final.

“I did not want to go to four 
or five games,” Pannell ac-
knowledged. “I don’t think 
they did either. I was glad they 
pulled that out.”

As the Coach Lauren Pannell 
is officially underway, she is 
still working on the transition 
phrase and putting her identity 
on the team. 

“I would hope it’s ball con-
trol but the other thing I am try-
ing to create is team unity,” she 
concluded. “I try to encourage 
them — conflict is inevitable, 
but resolution is optional. They 
know conflict is going to come 
but we have to pull together as 
a team to find a resolution to 
the conflicts we will have.”
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