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Dance Nights

A TPA Multiple Award-
Winning Newspaper

Shelby County Friend of 
Education Award Winner

VOTE FOR!

Changes Along

Millington Parks and Recreation Dance Nights 2026 kicked 
off in July with DJ Fernando and Russ Vaiden. The next 
two dates will be in August with Jim Mahannah Band on 
the Aug. 4 and Gary Abbott on Aug. 18. The rest of the year 
is scheduled and see Around Town inside to make future 
plans at the Baker Community Center located at 7942 
Church Street from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a fee and for more 
information, call 873-5770 or visit parks4you@milling-
tontn.gov 

The Millington Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen has 
passed an ordinance on 
final reading that amends 
the Municipal Code 
regarding the placement of 
political signs.

Board members took the 
action during their Aug. 10 
regular monthly meeting 
on a motion offered 
by Alderman Thomas 
McGhee and seconded by 
Alderman Gavin Smith.

The motion was passed 
by six affirmative votes, 
with Alderman Chris Ford 
absent. 

The ordinance was 
passed on first reading 
at the board’s July 20 
meeting. 

It states that the board 
considers it necessary to 
amend Title 14, Chapter 24 
of the Code to comply with 
state regulations regarding 
political signs.

It deletes Subsection (12)
(a) of Section 14-2406 in 
its entirety and replaces it 
with the following:

(12) Political signs are 
exempt from the provisions 
of this chapter if they meet 
the following guidelines:

(a) Signs promoting 
the election of a political 
candidate or an issue on 

a ballot are allowed to be 
placed on both vacant and 
occupied private property, 
with the property owner's 
prior consent. They are not 
allowed to be placed within 
the right of way or median 
of a road, street or highway.

They cannot be displayed 
more than 60 days before 
the first day of early voting 
in an election and must be 
removed within 24 hours 
after the conclusion of 
the election (including 
runoffs).

During an interview after 
the meeting, City Manager 

Frankie Dakin noted that 
the state restriction on 
political signs is 60 days 
before the first day of early 
voting.

He recalled that, 
approximately two years 
ago, the city stopped 
enforcing its 30-day limit 
so it would be in “lockstep” 
with the state. So, the 
ordinance just ensures that 
it is “codified.”

Dakin acknowledged 
that the city has not 
experienced many “issues” 
with signs not following its 
regulations. 

“But I do want to take this 
opportunity to ask every 
candidate and everybody 
who’s supporting a 
candidate to just try to 
do the very basics,” he 
said. “One is, you don’t 
put a sign on somebody’s 
property unless you get 
permission to do it. The 
second is, you cannot put 
a political sign on city 
property or city right of 
way.”

Unless someone is 
“caring for” the signs, 
Dakin noted, they can 
“more than likely” end up 

in the city’s stormwater 
infrastructure and “really 
wreak some havoc.” 

Under Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 2-7-
143, neither the state nor 
local governments can limit 
the “shape or quantity” of 
political signs on private 
property during election 
“windows.” But their size 
is limited to 16 square 
feet for residential and 32 
square feet for commercial 
property.

Political signs must be 
placed more than 100 
feet away from an active 
polling location.

H o m e o w n e r s 
associations cannot ban 
political signs on private 
lots or common areas 
maintained by the owner.

But they can limit sign 
sizes to 4 square feet 
in common spaces and 
enforce “reasonable” 
placement rules.

If stated in the lease, 
rental property owners can 
require tenants to obtain 
written permission before 
placing a yard sign.

Under TCA Section 2-19-
206, it is “strictly unlawful” 
to display campaign signs 
on state-owned land or 
buildings.

Attaching campaign 
literature or signs to public 
utility poles, fixtures or 
towers is also prohibited.

Ordinance amends Municipal Code regarding political signs placement
By Bill Short

The Millington Star 

WILKINSVILLE 

Driving along Wilkinsville Road just past Millington Central High School, construction greets motorists. At the now Millington Intermediate School, the for-
mer Millington Middle School is being transformed into the soon-to-be new Millington Middle School to open up next school year. The Millington Municipal 
School District  broke ground back in March 2025 on the 57,000 square foot expansion to create a dedicated middle school campus serving 850 students 
in grades sixth through eighth. In 1971, the Shelby County Board of Education approved a contract for construction of the Millington Middle School on a 
wooded lot in Millington. The building was occupied in by January 1973. Just a little further down the road, the signage for Academy Sports is up as finish-
ing touches are being made on the interior of the sporting goods chain. 

INSIDE



@ Millington Public 
Library

STORYTIME
Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Public Li-
brary has a Storytime for 0-5 years old. Storytime 
includes stories, songs and a craft! Is your little one 
still struggling to sit still? No problem! Storytime is 
a great way for littles to learn how to sit still, before 
preschool, in a low stress environment the includes 
breaks to dance those wiggles out! 
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public 
Library has a Seniors Computer Class. If there is a 
specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can call 
the library at 901-872-1585 to make sure you at-
tend the correct date. 
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Public Li-
brary has Lego Club for ages 6–12. This program 
has a challenge each week but free building is al-
ways allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Millington Pub-
lic Library have two programs weekly both at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday is 
Storytime and Thursday is an educational playtime 
called Literacy Gym. 
The Millington Library Boosters will be hosting a 
book sale August 13-16 in the library meeting 
room. Come out and discover your next great 
read. The Millington Public Library is located at 4858 
Navy Road in Millington.

Millington Food 
Pantry

The Millington Food Pantry is located on the 
grounds of Millington First United Methodist Church 
at 8029 Wilkinsville Road, is available to qualified 
residents of 38053 living in Shelby County.  Hours 
of operation are each Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
every first Thursday and the third Saturday of 
each month 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Call 901-872-2771 
to make an appointment.   Appointments are not 
made  in advance of the day the pantry is open.

Lions Club
The Millington Lions Club meets the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at noon. For more informa-
tion, contact President Linda Overstreet at 286-
2094 or email millingtontnlions@outlook.com

Senior Exercise
The senior exercise club meets Mondays and 

Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Baker 
Community Center located at 7942 Church Street in 
Millington. For more information, call 873-5770.

Senior Club
The Millington Senior Citizen’s Club is meeting 

again Wednesdays at 10 a.m. with entertainment 
weekly. The club meets at the Baker Community 
Center located at 7942 Church Street. For more 
information, call 873-5770. 

Warrior’s Heart 
Donations

The Warrior Hearts Foundation has donated 
toys to LeBonheur annually, along with clothes and, 
more recently, infant nursery equipment to the 
Cardiac Unit. The foundation’s goal is to raise 
awareness of congenital heart defects and make a 
long-lasting difference. With your support, the 
Warrior Hearts Foundation has, and will continue 
to, carry out its mission of aiding and assisting 
children with congenital heart defects and their 
families. To donate visit, warriorsheart.org

CBC Monthly 
Meeting

The Millington City Beautiful Commission 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Millington Public Library located 
at 4858 Navy Road. The public is welcomed to 
attend. Meetings begin at 5:15 p.m. Call 901-
385-9858

Air Show coming Aug. 
19-23

CAF AirPower History Tour (National Air Tour of His-
toric World War II Aircraft) is coming to Millington  
August 19-23 at the Millington-Memphis Airport 
located at 8182 Hornet Avenue. For information on 
the schedule, events, features and ticket prices, visit 
www.AirPowerTour.org

Chamber Golf Tourney in 
September

The Millington Area Chamber of Commerce Golf 
Tournament Let Freedom Swing (Education Fund-
raiser) will be held Sept. 26 at Glen Eagle Golf Course 

with check-in at 11 a.m. The shotgun start will be 
noon at 6168 Attu St. in Millington. For more infor-
mation and to register visit millingtonchamber.com 
or call 872-1486. 

VFW Car Show Aug. 29
Gold Star Family Charity Car Show hosted by VFW 

Post 7175 and USA Stadium will be held Aug. 29 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. located at 4351 Babe Howard 
Blvd. in Millington. There is an entry fee and to regis-
ter a car call 343-2719 or 301-7097 and to register 
as a vendor, call 336-4203. All proceeds to benefit a 
fall Gold Star Family Dinner and support local youth 

baseball programs. 
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45821357: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 8 @ 23:43

45818579: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 8 @ 
21:41

45814338: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 8 @ 
19:07

45807075: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 8 @ 14:51

45797602: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 8 @ 9:01

45797560: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 8 @ 12:04

45788473: Medical - Illness - Overdose 
/ Poisoning, on Aug. 7 @ 22:20

45786652: Medical - Illness - Chest 
Pain (Non-Trauma), on Aug. 7 @ 19:21

45775388: Medical - Illness - Headache, 
on Aug. 7 @ 13:49

45773943: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 7 @ 14:01

45773555: Medical - Illness - Unknown 
Problem, on Aug. 7 @ 10:38

45773310: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 7 @ 10:01

45730494: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 7 @ 10:18

45702390: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 7 @ 1:12

45698073: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazard Non-Chemical - Electrical Power 
Line Down / Arching / Malfunction, on 
Aug. 6 @ 20:42

45692420: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 6 @ 17:28

45682526: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 6 
@ 13:43

45682054: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 6 
@ 13:05

45664511: Medical - Illness - Altered 
Mental Status, on Aug. 6 @ 4:34

45663741: Medical - Illness - Headache, 
on Aug. 6 @ 3:20

45657135: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 5 @ 
19:26

45653480: Medical - Illness - 
Abdominal Pain / Problems, on Aug. 5 @ 
13:01

45648617: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 5 
@ 11:40

45648612: Medical - Illness - Stroke / 
CVA, on Aug. 5 @ 10:53

45637481: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 5 @ 11:44

45613971: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 5 @ 1:09

45611450: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 4 @ 
19:19

45610412: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 4 @ 19:04

45609284: Law Enforcement Support, 
on Aug. 4 @ 20:43

45608245: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 4 @ 
17:49

45607976: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 17:15

45605511: Medical - Illness - 
Convulsions / Seizures, on Aug. 4 @ 18:02

45605194: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 16:43

45597767: Fire - Outside Fire - Other 
Outside Fire, on Aug. 4 @ 15:02

45584728: Fire - Outside Fire - 
Vegetation / Grass Fire, on Aug. 4 @ 15:43

45570810: Medical - Illness - Back Pain 
(Non-Trauma), on Aug. 4 @ 11:08

45548633: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 13:16

45545987: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 4 @ 12:19

45543994: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 11:05

45542562: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 9:42

45542339: Medical - Illness - Sick Case, 
on Aug. 4 @ 9:01

45533966: Medical - Illness - 
Unconscious Victim, on Aug. 4 @ 3:18

45524275: Public Service - Citizen 
Assist - Lift Assist, on Aug. 3 @18:13

45521001: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 3 @ 16:15

45519538: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 3 
@ 15:24

45516564: Medical - Illness, on Aug. 3 
@ 13:24

45516204: Hazardous Situation - 
Overpressure - Rupture Without Fire, on 
Aug. 3 @ 12:19

45515463: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Fall, on Aug. 3 @ 10:20

45490545: Public Service - Alarms 
(Non Medical) - CO Alarm, on Aug. 3 @ 
8:08

45432192: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 2 @ 22:31

45430270: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazardous Materials - Gas Leak / Gas 
Odor, on Aug. 3 @ 10:38

45429473: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 2 @ 
19:47

45422927: Hazardous Situation - 
Hazard Non-Chemical - Motor Vehicle 
Collision, on Aug. 2 @ 14:42

45422453: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Other Traumatic Injury, on Aug. 2 @ 14:18

45421010: Medical - Injury / Trauma - 
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Aug. 2 @ 
13:51

45402732: No Emergency - Cancelled, 
on Aug. 2 @ 12:32

45402185: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 2 @11:07

45393852: Medical - Illness - Breathing 
Problems, on Aug. 2 @ 5:48

45390060: Law Enforcement Support, 
on Aug. 2 @ 0:58

WESLEY RAY ROSE
Wesley Ray Rose, 75, of Burlison, passed away on August 6, 
2026, at St. Francis Hospital. Funeral services was held Aug. 
11, at Covington Funeral Home, with visitation for friends and 
family. Cremation was under the direction of Covington Funer-
al Home.

JESSE WARD SMITH
Jesse Ward Smith, 83, passed away on August 8, 2026, leaving a 
legacy of light and liveliness with everyone he ever met. A true 
people person, he was always quick with a light-hearted joke, a 
fascinating family story, or historical fact to share. He was one 
of those people who never really met a stranger. Born on Janu-
ary 21, 1943, he grew up in the Memphis area and was a 1961 
graduate of Humes High School. While in high school Smith 
served as a Lt. Colonel for his ROTC group and was present-
ed with a saber denoting his rank. That, ROTC training led to 
Smith serving his country in the National Guard as a firefighter. 
Following graduation, he promptly went to work for Shulton, 
Inc., in Memphis, steadily working his way up the corporate 
ladder and graduating from Memphis State University in 1976. 
Through hard work and a series of corporate mergers, Smith 
finished out his career as Vice-President of Proctor & Gamble 
in Memphis. In his retirement, Smith enjoyed the game of golf, 
working and playing at Forest Hill Golf Course in Drummonds, 
Tenn. He also enjoyed traveling around the world with his wife 
Carol, the love of his life. Wed on November 30, 1968, the cou-
ple were married for 52 years. Together they journeyed across 
the U.S. and Europe. In particular, both he and Carol shared a 
love of history and historic places. She preceded him in death in 
2020. A member of Millington First United Methodist Church, 
Smith lived out his faith by serving others. He had a generosity 
of spirit that lent itself to helping his many friends and neigh-
bors with daily tasks, offering support when needed, or simply 
a listening ear. He also had a great love of children, with a child-
like joy and exuberance of his own when in their presence. 
Smith leaves his sister Wanda Smith Farris (Randy) of Sum-
merdale, Ala., his brother William L. Smith (Carol) of Scranton, 
Ark., and sister-in-law Judy Tatum of New York City; nieces 
Jyll Stillman (Kurt) and Jessica Friend of Oklahoma; nephews 
Wesley Randall Farris (Crystal) and Don M. Farris (Alisha) of 
Alabama; great nieces Natalie Friend, Tracie Farris, Madison 
Farris; great nephew Parker Farris; and many good neighbors 
and friends.

KARL R. WHITE
Karl R. White, 81, of Memphis, passed away peacefully on Au-
gust 9, 2026. Born in Nashville, Karl was a proud United States 
Navy veteran who served his country with honor. He was also 
a member of the Masonic Lodge in Munford and the Order of 
the Eastern Star. Karl was truly a jack of all trades. There was 
little he couldn’t fix, figure out, or find a way to make work. 
He was a hardworking man who took pride in helping others 
and in the many things he could do with his own two hands. 
A lover of NASCAR, Karl had a Sunday routine that was all 
his own. You could often find him settled in with his favorite 
snacks, NASCAR playing on the television, and enjoying the 
races. Of course, there was a good chance he would be napping 
by lap five but somehow, he was always awake and ready for 
those final laps! Karl will be remembered for his strong spirit, 
his willingness to lend a helping hand, his love for his family, 
and the many memories he created throughout his life. He was 
preceded in death by his beloved wife, Toni E. White; his son, 
Robert Swickard; and his mother, Lillian Spain. He leaves be-
hind a loving family who will cherish his memory, including 
his children, Billie Bridges and husband Donald, Kathy Daven-
port and husband Darryl, Karla White, and David White and 
wife Hannah; his grandchildren, Kaydence, Kaydrienne, Emi-
ly, John, Jordan, Vinita, Destiny, Anna, Rocky, Chrissy, Dallen, 
and Lainey; his great-grandchildren, Bo, Colton, Lillian, Jayce, 
Leah, Olivia, Natalie, Charlie, Weston, and Eli; and his siblings, 
Polly Kendall and husband Ronnie, Connie Clark and husband 
Johnny, Eddie Spain and wife June, Christine Curtis, and Cathy 
Belote. Though he will be deeply missed, Karl’s memory will 
live on in the stories shared, the lives he touched, and the fami-
ly he loved so dearly. A Celebration of Life was held Aug. 17 at 
3  p.m., at the Munford Chapel.

areaOBITS
CHARLOTTE HOLLEY BARGANIER

Charlotte Holley Barganier, 83, peacefully entered her 
heavenly home on August 7, 2026, surrounded by the 
comfort of the home she cherished. Graveside services 
were held Aug. 11 at Big Creek Cemetery in Millington. 
Munford Funeral Home had charge. 

HARPER-PAIGE NICOLE CHILDRESS
Harper-Paige Nicole Childress, 21 months, went to be with 
the Lord on August 9, 2026. The family received friends at 
Munford Funeral Home - Munford Chapel until the ser-
vice twith the graveside service at Helen Crigger Ceme-
tery in Munford on Aug. 13. Harper-Paige was a precious 
little girl who brought immeasurable love and joy to her 
family during her short time here. She loved being cud-
dled and listening to anyone who would talk to her. She 
also loved her rattles, stuffed animals, and hearing the 
sound of her bell. Harper-Paige was deeply loved by her 
family, and the sweet memories they made with her will 
forever remain in their hearts. Harper-Paige leaves behind 
her parents, Brianna and Nicholas Childress; her sisters, 
Mae-Marie and Audrey-Lynn Childress; her grandparents, 
Rowdy Childress(Pawpaw), Tonya Childress(Gigi), Karen 
Payne(Mimi), Joshua Bishop(Babu); and her great-grand-
parents, Sandra Ratliff(Mawmaw), Sam Ratliff(Papaw), 
Richard Booker(Papa), and Glenda Booker(Grandmom).

JEFFERY DUANE DOBBINS
Jeffery Duane Dobbins, 65, passed away on August 10, 
2026. Jeff graduated from Millington Central High School. 
He then graduated from Union University in Jackson, 
where he played baseball on a full 4-year scholarship. 
Services were held at Munford Funeral Home, Millington 
Chapel on Aug. 14. In lieu of flowers, you may make a 
memorial contribution to the Alzheimer’s Foundation and 
St. Jude. 

JOHNNIE THOMAS HILL JR.
Johnnie Thomas Hill, Jr, 79 of Millington, passed on Au-
gust 5, 2026 at his residence. There was a viewing for 
Mr. Hill, on Aug. 15 with his funeral service at Rosemark 
COGIC, in Millington. Interment followed at Pleasant Rest 
Memorial Gardens, in Millington. Jefferson Mortuary, Inc. 
had charge.

DONALD J. ‘JIMMY’ PANNELL
Donald J. “Jimmy” Pannell, 90, passed away on August 6, 
2026. He was a patriot. As a young kid, he would watch 
the B-17’s fly the skies and it was his favorite plane. He 
was gifted with a flight on one in 2019, and described it 
as “a dream come true!” As an Army veteran, he loved 
his country and supported the President. He was red, 
white, and blue through and through. He loved his guns, 
and did not miss his target. He took his son hunting, and 
his daughter for a Daddy/daughter day to get gun per-
mits. He had been a welder, pilot, volunteer fire fighter, 
and small business owner. He could do many things, and 
tried to do them well. He truly lived a full life, not taking 
any day for granted, but rather as a gift. He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Catherine; parents, Minor and Lillie Mae 
Pannell; siblings Juanita Holder (Robert), Elsie Brashier 
(Frank), and “Junior” (older brother who passed as a tod-
dler); and the children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children that have only known heaven and are not for-
gotten here on earth. Those left behind are his daughter, 
Janet Pannell James (Sammy) and son, David Freeman 
(Gwen); Grandchildren, Samuel James (Lindsey), LeeAnn 
Montoya (Wili), Sylvia Watkins (Andrew), Hannah Tucker 
(Ben), Jeffrey Kenyon (Becca); Great-grandchildren, Jada 
James, Lincoln James, Zaylee Adams Gonzales (Juan), Ava 
Montoya, Analise “Ana” Montoya, Katherine “Kate” Wat-
kins, Kaiden Watkins, Kameron Watkins, Sam Tucker, Jes-
se Tucker, Nathan Kenyon, Annie Kenyon; and his special 
dog, Punkin. Pastor Jody Johnson from Faith Baptist of 
Drummonds, will be officiating services. Both Donald and 
Catherine were members of the church.  Funeral service 
was held Aug. 15 with burial at Northridge Woodhaven 
Cemetery and Funeral Home. 
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The Munford Cougar 
Football program has estab-
lished itself as one of the best 
in West Tennessee. 

Under the guidance of 
Head Coach Slade Calhoun, 
Munford has racked up nu-
merous Region 8-5A titles, 
an undefeated regular sea-
son, two Power 10 Champi-
onships, a variety of awards 
and numerous college foot-
ball signees. 

It is clear to say the Mun-
ford Cougars have plenty of 
power. Now the face of that 
strength in 2026 are seniors 
Braxton Grant and Jaydin 
Mullins. 

Grant enters the season as a 
three-year starter at lineback-
er for the Cougars.

“It’s been different this off-
season, taking accountability 
differently,” Grant acknowl-
edged. “Kailer Dorch leav-
ing and all the other seniors 
from last year, but we power 
off each other. We (the de-
fense) power up the offense. 
The offense powers up the 
special teams. Everybody 
is together, we’re going to 
move as one unit this year.”

On the other side of the 
ball the face of ‘Munford 
Muscle’ is offensive lineman 
Mullins. Mullins has worked 
alongside former and cur-
rent Cougars who paved the 
way for standouts like 2025 
Region 8-5A MVP Bricen 
Turnage. 

Another Cougar athlete 
who has enjoyed the open 
running lanes proved by the 
offensive line has been two-

time Mr. Football Finalists 
Tay Starks.

“I feel like we can always 
do that, Mullins said. “Our 
offensive line is the strongest 
part of our offense. So it’s be-
ing able to run block for him 
and being able to get him to 
Mr. Football.”

Success brings higher ex-
pectations for the program 
and the players. Mullins ap-
proaches the line of scrim-
mage as one of the biggest 
players on the field. 

“I don’t ever feel any pres-
sure,” he said. “I look at the 
other guy as the guy I have to 
block against for my running 
back. We beat him, we’re 
winning the game.”

Grant has the challenge of 
avoiding blocks to neutral-

ize the opposition. The first 
Munford player to wear the 
No. 0 is easy to spot on the 
field with is speed and ag-
gression. 

Now offenses plan to send 
multiple blockers in the di-
rection of No. 0.

“I don’t really feel any 
pressure,” Grant said. “I just 
have to rise to the occasion.”

Grant said the Cougars are 
aware of the past achieve-
ments but last season left a 
bitter taste.

“The goal is to be the No. 
1 seed for sure,” Grant said. 

“It’s definitely going to 
take a lot more hard work,” 
Mullins added. “We’ve been 
working way-harder this of-
fense to get ready and pre-
pared for the entire season.”

Memphis Central out-
lasted Munford in the regu-
lar-season finale last season 
to snatch the Region 8-5A 
title away from the Cougars. 
Munford had only one home 
playoff game and had to play 
powerhouse Beech on the 
road in the Second Round. 

The Bucs held on for a 33-
30 victory to eliminate the 
Cougars. The Munford se-
niors want 2026 to end with 
a Region title and a deep-
er playoff run. The cherry 
on top will be to add to the 
legacy of past players like 
Turnage, Isaiah Cobbs and 
Jordan Bell.

“I feel like everybody’s 
goal who comes to play here 
is to get to the next level,” 
Grant concluded. “If some-
body else wants to do so, 
they should come here too. 
I got a few offers right now 
and senior season is the year 
to validate those offers.”

CHAMPIOINSHIP CHASE
By Thomas Sellers Jr.

The Millington Star Editor

SNAPSHOTS

Cougars come into 2026 focused on finishing the job with gold

PHOTOS BY THOMAS SELLERS JR.
The 2026 Millington Trojans will debut in Memphis 
against the Fairley Bulldogs this Friday night with a 
7 p.m. kickoff. Defensive standouts to watch for are 
Chris Duckworth, Ayden Folson and Kaleb Clark. 
The offense will be featuring quarterback Cole 
Hawkins (6), John Thomas (8) and BJ Martin (24). 
The Trojan senior class has dedicated the season 
to their fallen classmate Courian Bean.

Season101



The sights, sounds, and 
stories of World War II 
aviation will come to 
life in Memphis when 
the B-29 Superfortress 
“FIFI” lands at the Mill-
ington-Memphis Airport, 
accompanied by a T-6 
Texan, a PT-13 Stearman 
and the RC-45J SNB 
“Big Oily Beast”. The 
B-25 Mitchell “Show 
Me” will also be making 
an appearance. 

The event is presented 
by the Commemorative 
Air Force, which brings 
its AirPower History. 

Tour to airports across 
North America each year. 
Visitors will be able to 
view all aircraft up close, 
purchase rides, and tour 
the B-29 cockpit when 
the aircraft is not flying.

Arrival: The B-29 
was scheduled to arrive 
on Monday, Aug. 17 at 
noon. Accompanying 
aircraft were scheduled 
to arrive on Monday as 
well. The B-25 arrives on 
Friday.

Aug. 19–23, the event 
will be open to the pub-
lic from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
each day. The PT-13, 
T-6 and RC-45J will be 
offering rides each day. 
The B-25 will be offer-
ing rides Friday through 
Sunday.

The B-29 flies on Sat-
urday and Sunday at 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Cockpit tours of the 
B-29 will be available 
each day beginning at 9 
a.m., except on Saturday 
and Sunday when they 
will begin at noon.

  The aircraft will be 
staged at the Millington 
Airport Authority ramp 
located at 8182 Hornet, 
Avenue, in Millington.

 Access to the ramp is 

$20 for adults, $10 for 
youths ages 11 through 
17, and free for children 
age 10 and under. Rides 
may be booked in ad-
vance at AirPowerTour.
org  where additional 
information about the 
event may also be found.

The Boeing B-29 Su-
perfortress, the largest 
and most technically 
advanced aircraft of its 
time, was first flown in 
1942. It began active 

service in the US Army 
Air Corp in 1944 and is 
best known as the aircraft 
whose missions over Ja-
pan helped bring an end 
to World War II. The 
B-29 also was used in the 
Korean War in the early 
1950s and was a staple of 
the U.S. Air Force until 
1960. “FIFI”, one of only 
two B-29’s in the world 
still flying, was acquired 
by the CAF in 1971. She 
began touring in 1974 
and has been entertain-
ing air show audiences 
across the country ever 
since.

The North American 
T-6 Texan, known as the 
&quot;Pilotmaker”, was 
an advanced flight train-
er that introduced new 
pilots to a complex air-
craft with more speed of 
over 200-plus miles per 
hour, to prepare them for 
the warbirds they would 
fly in combat in WWII. 
The T-6 was designed for 
an instructor and student 
and had a closed cockpit.

The Boeing PT-13 was 
the primary flight train-
er for all branches of the 
military during World 
War II. This iconic bi-
plane, almost universal-
ly known as the “Stear-
man”, trained more crews 
than any other aircraft in 
WWII. A ride in this open 
cockpit airplane brings 
back the wind-in-your 
hair feeling of the early 
days of flying.

The Beech SNB is a 
US Navy/Marine variant 
of the civilian Model 18 
Twin Beech. Over half 
of the 10,000 produced 
from 1937 and 1970 
were for the US Mili-

tary, and were used for 
light transport, photore-
connaissance, and nav-
igation, bombing, and 
gunnery training. Many 
Twin Beech aircraft sur-
vive today after serving 
post-military as relative-
ly inexpensive, reliable 
light cargo aircraft.

The North American 
B-25 &quot;Mitch-
ell&quot; is an American 
medium bomber intro-
duced in 1941 and named 
in honor of Brigadier 
General William &quot;-
Billy&quot; Mitchell, a 
pioneer of U.S. military 
aviation. Used by many 
Allied air forces, the B-25 
served in every theater of 
World War II. After the 
war ended, many B-25s 
remained in service for 
more than 40 years.

Through more than six 
decades of collecting 
and flying World War II 
aircraft, the CAF has be-
come the world’s largest 
flying museum. Their 
fleet of over 170 World 
War II airplanes are as-
signed to unit locations 
across the U.S. and are 
supported by 12,000 vol-
unteer members. Nearly 
all the aircraft are kept 
in flying condition, en-
abling people to experi-
ence firsthand the sight 
and sound of vintage mil-
itary aircraft in flight. The 
CAF is dedicated to hon-
oring American military 
aviation through flight, 
exhibition, education, 
and remembrance. 

To learn more about 
the Commemorative Air 
Force, please visit  www.
commemorativeairforce.
org.

A student at Milling-
ton Central Middle High 
School was arrested last 
Tuesday on Aug. 11, af-

ter a stolen handgun was 
found in their backpack.

According to the Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and Millington Municipal 
Schools Superintendent 
James “Bo” Griffin, the 
school received reports 
of a handgun on school 

grounds.
SCSO says a student 

took a photo of another 
student holding a handgun 
as school was letting out 
Monday afternoon. Griffin 
said the 16-year-old from 
the photo was identified 
and located on campus on 

Tuesday. School officers 
reportedly found a hand-
gun that was registered 
as stolen in the student’s 
backpack.

“Millington Municipal 
Schools remains commit-
ted to the safety and se-
curity of our students and 

staff. We commend the 
prompt reporting by our 
school community and the 
swift action of our admin-
istrative team and law en-
forcement partners,” Grif-
fin said.

That student was charged 
with property theft and 

carrying a weapon on 
school property. The teen 
was arrested at the scene 
and sent to the Shelby 
County juvenile detention 
facility for booking.

No injuries were report-
ed, and officials say there 
is no threat to the campus.

MCHS student arrested on second day of school
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star
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Airshow Underway
Airpower History Tour brings iconic World War II Aircraft to Millington-Memphis Airport this week

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star



Late on Thursday, July 
23, I took a bad line on 
our property riding a 
700-pound Honda 500 
swamper four-wheeler 
and it flipped forward. 

I came down on my 
right shoulder crushing 
it; the atv continued ro-
tation and my knee was 
well hind me when it hit 
and shoved my femoral 
head through the front of 
my dislocated hip. 

My son was right be-
hind me and got to work 
fast, stabilizing my leg 
and getting the paramed-
ics to me. My grandson, 
thankfully, had already 
turned back toward the 
house minutes before 
— he wasn’t there to see 
any of it.

From there it was one 
blessing after another: 
the first responders who 
got me out fast, a great 
surgical team, traction to 
hold things steady, then 
surgery to clear the loose 
fragments of the frac-

tured acetabulum. 
Hurt Thursday night, 

home with my family 
Tuesday evening. My 
shoulder’s too torn up 
for a walker or crutches, 
so I’m in a wheelchair 
for now — good friends 
made sure I had a power 
chair, and it’s been a life-
line.

Lying still in traction 
reminded me of a traffic 
jam I sat in over thir-
ty years ago, next to a 
young man in a Porsche 
who was furious, beating 
the wheel like he meant 
to break it — same delay 
I had, same powerless-
ness, but I’d made my 
peace with it and had a 
sermon of Dr. Rogers 
playing. Your character 
isn’t built by what hap-
pens to you. It’s revealed 

by what you do with it. 
As the old saying goes, 
every man is either in 
a storm, coming out of 
one, or headed into the 
next.

Even from this chair, 
I’ve already been out 
handing out settlement 

checks to my clients, and 
I’m praising God that 
with time I’ll be out of 
this wheelchair and back 
on my feet for good.

What’s been hardest is 
being served so lovingly 
by my wife, my kids, my 
grandson, my staff, when 

I can do so little for them. 
But I praise God for 

surrounding me with 
such a wonderful sup-
port system, and for His 
grace. 

Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-

dents, medical malprac-
tice, and disability. He 
often addresses church-
es, clubs, and groups 
without charge. Peel 
may be reached through 
P e e l L a w F i r m . c o m 
wherein other articles 
may be accessed.
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What Happened to Me

Across all the sports 
played in America over the 
past 150 years, there are 
countless all-stars, many 
hall of famers, dozens of 
legends but few icons. 

Before you notice that 
hockey is not represented 
in this America 250 Icon of 
Sports list, most of the icons 
like Wayne Gretzky and 
Mario Lemieux are Cana-
dian. I had to use a couple 
of different perimeters to 
narrow down this list to just 
10 from the walks of base-
ball, basketball, football and 
more. In order to 
make this count-
down, you have 
to be a household 
name, mythi-
cal, vital to your 
sports’ history 
and a foundation 
piece of sports 
Americana. 

If you have any 
additions, please send them 
in with the information be-
low. 

10. John Unitas
He was America’s first 

mainstream quarterback. 
My apologies to Joe Mon-
tana, Tom Brady and Sam-
my Baugh, but Unitas was 
the first man behind center 
who put the NFL on the 
map. 

Unitas rewrote the re-
cord books in the NFL for 
18 seasons. Plus the for-
mer Baltimore Colts legend 
beats those other guys in 
the nickname department 
with “Johnny U.” and “the 
Golden Arm.”  Unitas was 
the prototype of the mod-
ern quarterback and the first 
player to sell tickets across 
the legend when he came 
into town. 

9. Lou Gehrig
His name is now associ-

ated with the disease that 
claimed his life. Prior to 
suffering from Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis, Gehrig 
was the ideal Robin to Babe 
Ruth’s Batman in Gotham. 

“The Iron Horse” racked 
up 493 home runs and near-
ly 2,000 RBIs before getting 
sick. He set a then record for 
consecutive starts at 2,130 
straight games.

What also gets Gehrig on 
this list is his iconic retire-
ment speech. It’s still the 
standard nearly 100 years 
later.    He called    himself 
“the luckiest man on the 
face of the earth” in a fare-
well speech, he turned his 
personal tragedy into a mes-
sage of hope when facing 
uncertainty.

8. Serena Williams
She is the modern day 

greatest female athlete and 
the standard across all of 
athletics. Serena Williams 
was a blend of power, grace, 
speed and intelligence on 
the tennis court. She won 
every major event in her 
profession from the gold 
medal to Wimbledon.  Ser-
ena Williams holds an 858-
156 career singles match 
record, claiming 73 WTA 

singles titles and an all-
time Open Era record of 
23 Grand Slam women’s 
singles titles. The little girl 
from Compton, Calif., is an 
American icon. 

7. Jim Thorpe
America’s first super ath-

lete was born on a Sac and 
Fox reservation. Jim Thorpe 
definitely meets the criteria 
of mythical with him com-
peting in baseball, football, 
lacrosse,  boxing  and track. 
He even won a collegiate 
ballroom dancing title. Add 
in his two Olympic gold 

medals from 
1912, Thorpe 
should be on ev-
ery sports icon 
list for America. 

6. Jackie Rob-
inson

Sports in Amer-
ica today is so 
diverse we have 
superstars like 

Victor Wembanyama, Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander and 
Luka Dončić making mil-
lions in our country — and 
that’s just the NBA. The 
icon to pave the way for 
them was Jackie Robinson. 

When Robinson stepped 
onto Ebbets Field in Brook-
lyn on April 15, 1947, he 
opened doors for countless 
athletes across the world for 
the rest of time. 

Robinson endured threats, 
taunts from fans, opponents 
and even teammates. Robin-
son left baseball a champion 
in 1955 and entered Ameri-
ca’s fight for civil rights as a 
beacon of light. 

5. Billie Jean King
You can name women’s 

tennis players with more 
impressive numbers and 
resumes, but no one had a 
bigger impact on profes-
sional sports overall than 
Billie Jean King. In front 
of 90 million viewers, King 
dominating Bobby Riggs 
in the 1973 “Battle of the 
Sexes was a benchmark for 
women’s sports. 

King was still awesome 
during her career winning 
39  Grand Slam  titles in 
singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles. 

4. Jesse Owens
Credited as the man who 

stole Hitler’s Olympic 
Games, Jesse Owens is the 
most iconic U.S. American 
Olympian. Others have won 
more gold and broken his 
records, but Jesse was the 
face of the most important 
Olympics in history. Him 
being black added to his 
legacy in track-and-field. 
Jesse won four gold medals 
at the 1936 Berlin Summer 
Olympics. He single-hand-
edly punctured the Nazi 
myth of Aryan supremacy.

3. Michael Jordan
His logo is iconic and his 

shoes are still being worn to-
day by the youth. That right 
there makes Michael Jordan 
iconic. 

Jordan is known by his last 
name and is still the face of 
the NBA to many nearly two 

decades after his retirement. 
The former Chicago Bull 

has also put on the map 
companies like Nike, Mc-
Donald’s and Gatorade. 

Jordan is a global brand 
as we speak and he won his 
first NBA title in 1991. After 
he dropped his memorable 
“push-off” jumper against 
the Utah Jazz in 1998, Jor-
dan was firmly a part of 
Americana. Six champions 
and an endless list of amaz-
ing plays will do that. 

2. Muhammad Ali
“The Greatest” will be 

No. 2 on this list. The iron-
ic thing is Ali was elevated 
into legendary status from 
doing something at the time 
labeled anti-American. His 
Vietnam draft refusal and 
civil rights protests rede-
fined athletes and made him 
an outspoken activist.

Tossing in iconic box-
ing matches with names 
like ‘Fight of the Century,’ 
‘Rumble in the Jungle,’ and 
‘Thrilla in Manila’ were 
epics. His career started as 
Cassius Clay from Louis-
ville, Ky. By the time he 
claimed his first of three 
world heavyweight cham-
pions, he was becoming 
Muhammad Ali. His life 
outside of the ring was pro-
virising and his feats in the 
squared-circle lived up to 
his own hype. 

Ali’s life was so import-
ant, it got a movie. 

1. George 
Herman “Babe” Ruth 

Shouts out to Grantland 
Rice for helping Babe Ruth 
become more mythical. 
As time marches on, chil-

dren from all corners of the 
United States learn who the 
Babe is. 

His baseball career lasted 
22 seasons and he hit a then 
record 714 home runs. Ruth 
was also a pitcher. 

He met another criteria 
with the nicknames like “the 
Bambino” and “the Sultan 
of Swat,” 

Ruth had a curse named 
after him that kept his for-
mer team the Boston Red 
Sox not win a World Series 
for nearly 100 years. 

Ruth made the Yankees 
America’s team by leading 
iconic squads like the 1927 
“Murderers’ Row” to the 
championship. 

In 1936, Ruth was elect-
ed to the  Baseball Hall of 
Fame  as one of its “first 
five” members. Ruth’s leg-
endary moments include 54 
home runs in 1920 and 59 
more in 1921. The man who 
authored the “Called Shot,” 
pointed to being No. 1 on 
the most iconic American 
athletes of all time. 

I concluded by apologiz-
ing to the NFL greats like 
Walter Payton, Jerry Rice 
and Lawrence Taylor. Most 
people identify with the 
team over the individual on 
the gridiron. 

THOMAS SELLERS JR. is 
the editor of The Millington 
Star and both the sports ed-
itor and a weekly personal 
columnist for West 10 Me-
dia/Magic Valley Publish-
ing. Contact him by phone 
at (901) 476-7116, by fax 
to (901) 529-7687 and by 
email to starmillington@
gmail.com 

Some became mythical, while others rewrote the record books
Sporting Icons

COURTESY PHOTOS 
Johnny Unitas is regarded as a football legend to most of 
America. No. 3 Babe Ruth is an American Icon across the 
board. 

There’s just something about high school football season in 
Tennessee.

The weather is still hot, the days are still long, and technical-
ly summer isn’t over yet. But once the lights come on over the 
football field on Friday night, it feels like fall is just around the 
corner.

For a lot of people around 
here, myself included, high 
school football is one of the best 
parts of the year.

Part of that is simply because 
it’s fun.

There’s something exciting 
about walking into a stadium on 
a Friday night, hearing the band 
warming up, seeing the cheer-
leaders along the sideline, watching the players come through 
the gate, and looking across the stands at a crowd filled with 
people you know.

High school football has a different feel than almost any other 
sport.

It is local.
These are our kids. Our schools. Our towns.
The player carrying the football may be the same kid who 

bagged your groceries last week. The lineman making a big 
block may sit two pews behind you at church. The cheerlead-
er on the sideline may be your neighbor’s daughter. The band 
member playing the fight song may be your grandchild.

That connection makes the game mean a little more.
But football is about far more than what happens on Friday 

night.
For the young men playing the game, there are lessons being 

taught every day at practice that they may not fully appreciate 
until years later.

Football teaches that hard work matters.
You don’t become stronger by talking about lifting weights. 

You don’t learn a playbook by carrying it around. You don’t be-
come a better player without repetition, discipline and doing 
the same difficult things over and over until they become sec-
ond nature.

It teaches teamwork.
Eleven players have to do their jobs at the same time. A quar-

terback can make the perfect throw, but somebody has to pro-
tect him long enough to make it. A running back can be tal-
ented, but he still needs blockers. A defense falls apart quickly 
when one person decides he would rather chase the football 
than carry out his assignment.

There are plenty of lessons about life hidden in all of that.
Football also teaches accountability.
If you miss practice, someone notices. If you don’t know your 

assignment, your teammates may pay the price. If you make a 
mistake on Friday night, there is usually no hiding it.

Then you line up and play the next snap.
That may be one of the most valuable lessons of all.
Life is full of mistakes, disappointments and losses. Learning 

at a young age that you can get knocked down, get back up 
and keep playing is worth far more than whatever the score-
board says at the end of the night.

And then there are the coaches.
Good coaches do much more than teach football.
They teach discipline. They set expectations. They demand 

effort. They correct bad attitudes and encourage young people 
when they need it.

For some players, a coach may become one of the most im-
portant positive male influences in their lives.

That responsibility should never be taken lightly, but when it 
is done well, the impact can last far beyond graduation.

Years from now, most of these players probably won’t re-
member the score of every game they played.

But they will remember the locker room.
They will remember summer workouts when it was nearly too 

hot to breathe. They will remember long bus rides home after a 
win—and probably the really quiet ones after a loss.

They will remember their teammates.
They will remember their coaches.
They will remember running onto the field wearing the colors 

of their hometown.
And many of them will eventually come back to those same 

stadiums as adults. They’ll sit in the stands with their own chil-
dren and cheer for another generation of players wearing the 
same uniform.

That is one of the things I love most about high school foot-
ball.

It ties generations together.
It gives young people a stronger connection to their school 

and community, and it creates memories that stay with them 
for the rest of their lives.

So as another football season gets underway across Tennes-
see, I hope everyone has a great year.

To the players: work hard, listen to your coaches, take care of 
your teammates and enjoy it. These seasons go by faster than 
you think.

To the coaches: thank you for the time you invest in these 
young people and for recognizing that what you are teaching 
goes far beyond football.

And to the parents, grandparents and fans: fill up the stands. 
Encourage these kids. Cheer hard, but remember that they are 
still kids playing a game.

Most importantly, I hope everyone stays safe.
Football is a physical sport, and injuries are always a possibil-

ity. Play hard, play clean, watch out for one another and never 
lose sight of what really matters.

The lights are coming on.
The bands are warming up.
And another Tennessee high school football season is here.
Good luck to all of our local teams.
Have a great—and safe—season.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS
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Harris Chapel Church of 
God in Christ, located at 
6941 Sledge Road in Mil-
lington, is celebrating 81 
years of service in the com-
munity. 

There will be a Legacy 
Day program on Aug. 23 at 
2 p.m. Elder Marion Harris 
was born September 8,1866, 
on the Prior Farm near Mem-
phis. His parents were Jack 
and Paralee Harris. Elder 
Marion Harris was saved and 

filled with the Holy Ghost 
at Tipton Church of God in 
Christ in Tipton, Tennessee 
in 1943.  

In 1945 he organized the 
first church meeting in a 
bush harbor that was erect-
ed in front of his home on 
Sledge Road near the high-
way.  

The intent was to attract 
members to his newly found 
religion.  Elder John A. 
Dixon was consecrated as 
the new pastor in January 
of 2019.   The Pastor and 
First Lady had a vision for a 
brand-new sanctuary on the 
same ground.

Harris Chapel to celebrate 81 years this Sunday
Star Staff Reports

Special to The Star
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PHOTOS BY THOMAS SELLERS JR.
The Millington Trojans traveled up Highway 51 Friday night for a one-on-one Jamboree 
with the host Covington Chargers. Covington Head Coach JR Kirby had his first units 
play a few series as new Millington Head Coach Scott Blair had his starters on the field 
for about the same number of snaps. Both teams had big plays on offense and the 
defense looked good in spots. Now both teams will do it for real this Friday night with 
the Covington Chargers opening the 2026 season on the road at Lakeland Prep, taking 
on the Lions with a 7 p.m. kickoff. kickoff. The Trojans travel again, heading to Memphis 
to take on the Fairley Bulldogs with a 7 p.m. kickoff as well. 

Quick
CHARGE


