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By Bill Short

The Millington Star

With School Board member
Cody Childress running for
alderman, Donald Holsinger and
Marie Thomas are competing for
the open Position 4 seat in the
Nov. 3 Millington city elections.

Holsinger earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree in aviation

children, he was also a youth
baseball, basketball and soccer
coach.

For many years, he was a
certified referee and umpire for
USSSA softball, baseball and
high school wrestling.

Elected in 2013 to an initial
three-year term on Millington’s
first municipal school board, he
served as vice chairman in 2014
and chalrman in 2015.

management in 1979
at Southern Illinois
University and a
Master of Business| |,
Administrationg
Degree in 2003 aty
Union University.
At Louisiana Baptist
University, he earned
both a Master of Arts
Degree in 2015 and a
Ph.D. Degree in 2018
in Biblical studies. -

He served in the
U.S. Navy for 20 years, retiring
in 1986 as a senior chief. His
last assignment was providing
“oversight” for 54 Naval
Advanced Aviation Maintenance
schools.

For five years after retiring
from the Navy, Holsinger
provided training and Education
studies for the Navy and Marine
Corp.

He also served 10 years as
an administrator and adjunct
professor of Management and
Marketing for both Southern
[llinois and Union universities.

Holsinger has 20 years
of Dbusiness experience in
management, inventory control,
training, operations, human
resources and purchasing.

For the past 30 years, he and
his wife have been the co-owners
of a successful home business
selling whole food supplements.

A 2012 graduate of the
Leadership Millington Class,
Holsinger is a former member
of the Millington Industrial
Development Board and the
Lucy Garden Club.

He is currently a member of
the Millington Area Chamber of
Commerce and the First Baptist
Church in Millington.

Holsinger and his wife Laurel

‘ Holsinge

While not seeking
four-year  term
fin 2016, Holsinger
nsuccessfully
jchallenged Position
885 Alderman Thomas
—McGhee.
4 He ran
unsuccessfully in
2018 for the Position
& 5 School Board seat
occupied by Barbara
Halliburton.

At a November
2025 special called meeting
of the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen, Holsinger was one
of six unsuccessful applicants
to fill the vacancy created in
Alderman Position 7 after
Michael Caruthers passed away
two months earlier.

A native of Memphis, Thomas
is a graduate of Hamilton High
School.

She earned an Associates
Degree in public affairs
at Southwest Tennessee
Community College in 2008
and a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in business administration at
Christian Brothers University in
2014.

Thomas is a TN Achieves
Mentor and a TRUE Legacy
Life Coach.

A mentor to young mothers,
she is certified as a Nurturing
Parenting facilitator.

Thomas is the author of a book,
Ice Cream for My Coffee, and
the co-author of an anthology
titled, Women of the Waiting
Room -- Surgery for Your Soul.

She is a member of New
Living Well Worship Center in
Millington.

Employed as a legislative
specialist for the Shelby
County Commission, Thomas

services, research and other
legislative tasks pertaining to the
operations of the Commission
office.

She is currently assigned
to two commissioners, while
continuously offering legislative
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Millington Central Middle School senior Katie Graves was named 2026 Homecoming Queen last Thursday night on the turf of Mooney Boswell Field. Graves
was escorted by her dad Tony and received her crown from Millington Central Prinicipal Michael Perry. Graves said the honor was a dream come true. It was
a busy week for Graves playing volleyball in the District 15-2A Tournament and advancing to Regionals this week. Read more about both events inside this

Holsinger, Thomas competing for
open School Board Position 4 seat

MILLINGTON, TN

Maintenance of Effort for the

support to the commission
chairman.

She is chairman of the
Millington  City  Beautiful
Commission and a member
of the Millington
Housing Authority.

Thomas has

enjoyed “working and
assisting” with the
resolution of projects

directly involving
Millington.

She has two
daughters, two sons
and a grandson.

In the 2024
election, Thomas

unsuccessfully
challenged Position 1
School Board member Theresa
Cook.

Holsinger and Thomas recently
responded to the following
questions prepared and
distributed by The Millington
Star:

1. What additional policies
do you think the newly elected
school board should adopt
after it is sworn in?

Holsinger said the school
system’s  “policy = manual”
consists of policies “dictated” by
state and federal requirements.

“In most cases locally,” he
noted, “we put procedures in
place. We have the opportunity
to personalize how we do things
through them.”

Thomas said a “stronger”
policy on parent engagement
and communications would
offer  “measurable”  results
and a “clear, direct” avenue
around channels that encourage
parents to follow for support, if
situations escalate beyond direct
school administration.

2. List three significant issues
in this election.

Holsinger cited (a) student
achievement; (b) expansion
of the Career and Technical
Education offerings; and (c)

Thoms

district vs. the ‘“historical”
half-cent sales tax; (b) the
city’s growth and

the schools’ “fairly
stagnant” enrollment;
and (c) teacher
retention and salary
increases.

3. Specifically, how
do you plan to deal
with each of these
. |issues if you are
& elected?
(a) Holsinger said
*he will “monitor” the

progress on student

achievement.

If the district is using methods
that are not achieving results,
he will encourage the schools
to consider “alternative and
innovative” ways to increase
achievement.

(b) He will encourage the
expansion of CTE programs to
include ones that are not at other
schools and work with the city
government, local businesses
and Naval Support Activity
Mid-South to “come up” with
new programs.

(c) Unlike many board
members, Holsinger said, he
reads the budget and monthly
financial statements and can
“understand” them.

“When [ see something that
I question,” he noted, “I ask
questions.”

He will also examine where
the district is spending funds and
whether they are being allocated
in a way that best serves student
achievement.

(a) Thomas said she will work
to build “candid, strategic”
conversations with the city
to “educate” all stakeholders,
parents and the community to
understand the “legal position”
around appropriation of funds.

“There has to be transparency,

have four children and 10 is responsible for project financial spending.
grandchildren. While raising his management, constituent ~ Thomas listed (a) the city’s POSITION 4, pg. 2A
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Margaret Buss, 51, of Millington,

Terry “Devon” Fleming, 66, of Tipton County,
Ronald David “Dave” Francis, 70, of Munford,
Esther Lee Holloway, 71, of Millington,
Ron Murray, 63, of Brighton,

Betty Lynn Porras, 81, of Millington,

FIRE

SEPT, 27-0CT. 3

50579906: Public Service - Citizen Assist
- Lift Assist, on Oct. 3 @ 22:53

50579527: Fire - Structure Fire - Room
and Contents Fire, on Oct. 3 @ 20:43

50576512: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Oct. 3 @ 21:13

50575405: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Oct. 3 @ 20:39

50573160: No Emergency - Cancelled,
on Oct. 3 @ 18:49

50566921: Medical - Illness - Heart
Problems, on Oct. 3 @ 15:23

50566472vMedical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Oct. 3 @ 12:12

50566433: Medical - lliness - Convulsions
/ Seizures, on Oct. 3 @ 14:57

50551547 Public Service - Citizen Assist
- Lift Assist, on Oct. 3 @ 4:32

50551476: Public Service - Citizen Assist
- Lift Assist, on Oct. 3 @ 0:43

50508147:Medical-lllness-Unconscious
Victim, on Oct. 2 @ 19:23

50489210: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Oct. 2 @ 16:38

50489071: No Emergency - False Alarm
- Other False Call, on Oct. 2 @ 15:12

50486867: Medical - lliness - Convulsions
/ Seizures, on Oct. 2 @ 15:47

50485646: No Emergency - False Alarm
- Accidental Alarm, on Oct.2 @ 10:13

50482171: No Emergency - False Alarm
- Accidental Alarm, on Oct. 2 @ 13:26

50471991: Medical - lliness - Abdominal
Pain / Problems, on Oct. 2 @ 9:09

50454889v: Medical - lliness - Breathing
Problems, on Oct. 2 @ 5:41

50436360: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Other Traumatic Injury, on Oct. 2 @ 4:07

50433819: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Oct. 2 @ 0:05

50430372: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Oct. 1 @ 20:23

50427053: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Oct. 1 @17:41

50426639: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Hemorrhage / Laceration, on Oct. 1 @
12:00

50426389: No Emergency - Good Intent
- Investigate Hazardous Release (Nothing
Found), on Oct. 1T @ 11:39

50413749: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Stab / Penetrating Trauma, on Oct. 1T @
14:39

50410939: Public Service - Citizen Assist
- Lift Assist, on Oct. 1 @ 13:52

50410698: Fire - Outside Fire - Trash /
Rubbish Fire, on Oct. 1 @ 14:38

50410275: Medical - lliness, on Oct. 1 @
14:01

50403039: Fire - Outside Fire-Vegetation
/ Grass Fire, on Oct. 1 @10:18

50387402: No Emergency - Cancelled,
onOct. 1@ 7:19

50386681: Medical - Iliness - Sick Case,
on Oct. 1 @ 8:44

50377240: Medical - lliness, on Sept. 30
@ 23:30

50366847: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Motor Vehicle Collision, on Sept. 30 @
19:41

50361520: Medical - Iliness - Sick Case,
on Sept. 30 @ 18:26

50360084: No Emergency - False Alarm
- Accidental Alarm, on Sept. 30 @ 9:54

50357159: Medical - lllness - No
Appropriate Choice, on Sept. 30 @ 14:22

50356287: Medical - lliness, on Sept. 30
@ 11:24

50340970: Medical - lliness, on Sept. 30
@ 8:43

50336629: No Emergency - Cancelled,
on Sept. 30 @ 7:59

50332443: No Emergency - False Alarm
- Intentional False Alarm, on Sept. 30 @
5:29

50275500: Medical - lllness -
Psychological Behavior Issues, on Sept. 30
@ 5:16

50272752: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Sept. 30 @ 1:13

50272739: Medical - lllness - Diabetic
Problems, on Sept. 30 @ 6:07

50256867: Medical - lliness - Breathing
Problems, on Sept. 29 @ 14:22

50254574: Medical - lliness - Altered
Mental Status , on Sept.29 @ 13:12

50045189: Medical - Illlness - Chest Pain
(Non-Trauma), on Sept. 28 @ 20:06

50042146: No Emergency - Good Intent
-No Incident Found Upon Arrival / Location
Error, on Sept. 28 @ 18:09

49999939: Medical - Injury / Trauma -
Fall, on Sept. 28 @ 13:46

49950213: Medical - lliness - Overdose /
Poisoning ,on Sept. 27 @22:05

49950006: Medical - lliness - Chest Pain
(Non-Trauma), on Sept. 27 @ 22:01

49946550: Medical - lliness - Abdominal
Pain / Problems, on Sept. 27 @ 17:52

49935832: Medical - lliness - Sick Case,
on Sept. 27 @ 12:03

49927289: Medical - lliness - Diabetic
Problems, on Sept. 27 @ 7:15
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Richland Church to celebrate

160th on November 1
October 24 will be a busy day for community

getting into the Halloween spirit

Star Staff Reports
Special to The Star

The Richland Associate
Reformed Presbyterian
Church was “planted” in
Rosemark (then called
Richland) prior to the
Civil War.

But the church was
soon organized in 1866
by one of America’s old-
est protestant denom-
inations. When this
area was first settled by
Scotch-Irish immigrants
the church’s founding
members committed to
building a church and
school for the commu-
nity. The legacy of that
founding group lives on
in the ministry of Rich-
land ARP Church and
in the education at Tip-
ton-Rosemark Academy.

“We are inviting the
community to our No-
vember 1, 2026, 160th
Anniversary celebrations
featuring: historic dis-
plays, visiting dignitaries,
catered luncheon, tours
of near-by museums and
markers, and the pub-

POSITION 4, pg. 1A

accountability and a high
level of trust between the city,
district and community if we
are going to fully support
our student body,” she noted.
“I feel that confidence has
been lost somewhere along
the way, and that needs to be
restored.”

(b) She will “partner” with
the city to invest in a survey
of households to determine
where those students could
be enrolled, if not within the
Millington district.

Thomas will also consider
a citywide “recruitment”
effort to inform parents
that Millington is a “great”
community school district.

“Although families have
options,” she acknowledged,
“choosing schools within our
own neighborhoods makes

around’ 0N
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for a stronger, well-rounded
community.”

Thomas said the ‘“goal”
is to prepare students for
post-secondary  education,
the workforce or military
careers. She believes that
will equip them with the
skills,  knowledge  and
experiences they need to
succeed.

“Ultimately,” they will
bring those skills back home

the  municipal school
system at this time?
Holsinger said that, until
the district increases student
achievement, it should be the

No. 1 concern of the school

system.
Thomas agreed, citing
the schools’ “state testing
scores.”
Although the math and
English  Language  Arts

scores in the Primary and

to help “drive” the city’s Intermediate schools have
growth and development ‘“shown some  growth”
“for generations to come.” compared to others in the
(c) “Unfortunately,” state, she said the high
Thomas  said, teachers school scores are displaying

are “not truly” paid their
“value.” She fully supports
pay increases, because they
build “morale,” promote
desire  for  professional
development and thereby
encourage retention.

4. What do you think is
the biggest concern facing

HALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULAR
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“weaknesses.”

So, she noted that the
concern is how to figure out
where the “disconnect” is
occurring in the “transition”
of grades.

5. What do you think is
the most important goal
of the school system’s new

lic worship of God at 11
a.m.”
For more information,

please visit the church

website:  RichlandARP.
org
For detailed informa-

tion about the November
1, celebration: https://
www.richlandarp.org/
homecoming-sun-
day--richland.html

Halloween In
Millington

Come join the Milling-
ton Education Founda-
tion, Millington Parks &
Recreation and Milling-
ton Municipal Schools
for the Monster Dash
on Halloween morning
at the Millington Foot-
ball Stadium at the high
school on the morning of
Halloween.

It's a fun run around
the community with the
kids and the family! Kids!
Wear your costumes and
after the run, we will be
doing a trick or treat at
the stadium! Scan the QR
code to register

Also planned for Oct.
24 are the Millington Po-
lice Department Spook-
acular and Fall Festival.
For more information,
see Around Town below.

Five-Year Strategic Plan
and why?

Holsinger said improving
student achievement on
TCAP and ACT testing is
the most “critical,” because
teachers want to teach at,
employees want to work at,
and parents want to send
their children to “high-
performing” schools.

From existing staff,
Thomas said, at least one
“dedicated” Professional
Learning Community
instructional coach should
be deployed to every school.

“This coaching/facilitation
from peer to peer would
build a level of instruction
that would benefit each
child at each grade level,”
she noted. “Everyone needs
someone to lift them up and
partner in education with
them for the betterment of
our students.”

MPD Spookacular Oct. 24

Get ready for a Spooktacular evening Oct. 24 with the Millington Tennessee Police Department.
Join the MPD for the Annual Trunk or Treat at Discovery Park located at 5152 Easley Street.

Bring the whole family out for an evening filled with candy, spooky trails, and plenty of Halloween
fun. Annual Trunk or Treat is from 5 to 7 p.m.

.And don't head home just yet! Movie Night will follow Trunk or Treat, so stick around and keep

the Halloween fun going! Want to join the fun and set up a booth? We love to have you! Email
t russell@millingtontn.gov for more information. Grab your costumes, bring your candy buckets,
and join us for a fun evening with Millington PD!

Fall Festival set for Oct. 24

The City of Millington Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat for Saturday, October 24, at 5152 Fasley

Street. For more details, call 873-5770.

+Millington Star

HLETTERS POLICY

MILLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
4858 NAVY RD, MILLINGTON, TN 38053
901-872-1585
MILLINGTONPUBLICLIBRARY.ORG

@ Millington Public Library
STORYTIME Every Wednesday 11am
Every Wednesday at 11am Millington Public Library has a Storytime for 0-5 years
old. Storytime includes stories, songs and a craft! Is your little one still struggling
to sit still? No problem! Storytime is a great way for littles to learn how to sit stil,
before preschool, in a low stress environment the includes breaks to dance those
wiggles out!
Every Monday at 11 a.m., the Millington Public Library has a Seniors Computer
(lass. If there is a specific skill you are wanting to learn, you can call the library at
901-872-1585 to make sure you attend the correct date.
Every Monday at 4 p.m., the Millington Public Library has Lego Club for ages 6—12.
This program has a challenge each week but free building is always allowed.
For area preschool and toddlers, the Millington Public Library have two programs
weekly both at 11 a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. Wednesday is Storytime and
Thursday is an educational playtime called Literacy Gym.
The Millington Library Boosters will be hosting a book sale August 13-16 in the
library meeting room. Come out and discover your next great read. The Millington
Public Library is located at 4858 Navy Road in Millington.

October @ Millington Library

October 17 10 a.m. to noon, the Millington Public Library will be holding its annual
Spooktacular. This is a trick-or-treat style event where families are welcome to
come and celebrate Halloween in a fun and safe environment. If you are a business
or club and want to participate and hand out candy, contact our programs coordi-
nator by emailing amanda.bucher@|sslibraries.com. .

Lions Club

The Millington Lions Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at noon. For
more information, contact President Linda Overstreet at 286-2094 or email millingtont-
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The Millington Star publishes Letters to
the Editor on almost any topic relevant
to Millington or South Tipton County:
Send your letters to: Letters to the Ed-
itor, 7731 Highway 70, Suite No.
101, Bartlett, TN 38134, emaul to thom-
asmstar@yahoo.com, fax 529-7687 or
go online at www.millington-news.
com by 5 p.m. Friday for the follow-
ing week’s edition. Letters should be
hand signed and include writer’s full

name, address and daytime/evening
phone numbers. Letters to the Edi-
tor should be as brief as possible and
should not exceed 300 words. E-mail
letters do not need to be signed, but
should include all other information.
Anonymous letters and letters that do
not adhere to the standards will not be
published. Letters endorsing political
candidates or advertising business will
not be published.
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Trojans have it all come together, earning first victory of ‘The Scott Blair Era’

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

Spectators barely broke a
sweat Thursday night during
Millington  Central High
School Homecoming 2026.

Meanwhile the host Mil-
lington Trojans executed a
nearly effortless 48-0 win
over the Craigmont Chiefs.
But one individual left the
turf of Mooney Boswell Field
soaking wet. Trojans Head
Coach Scott Blair was dashed
with a Gatorade bucket of
water moments after securing
his first win in the black and
gold.,

“This is something these
boys have worked hard for,”
Blair said. “They’ve been
working hard and this is the
first game we’ve had our
starting offensive line intact
since May. We’re all young
but this was the first time
we’ve had our entire starting
line together. We’ve gone six,
seven weeks and had that is-
sue.

“We’ve worked hard on the
little things like making sure
we’re hitting holes and stay-
ing on blocks,” he continued.
“All the little things paid off
tonight and I am proud of
these kids for coming out and
doing their thing. I want them
to celebrate and have a good
time. But we have to come
back to work on Monday be-
cause we’ve got the makeup
game with Fayette-Ware on

Photos By Thomas Sellers Jr.
Above: Millington Trojan running back Chris Duckworth celebrates a two-
point conversion with one of his offensive lineman last Thursday during Mil-
lington’s 48-0 win over Craigmont.

Friday.”

Millington (1-6, 1-3 in Re-
gion 8-4A) needed to win in
order to keep their postsea-
son hopes alive. The Trojans
came into the Craigmont
game needing to earn vic-
tories over the Chiefs, Fay-
ette-Ware and Ridgeway to
reach November football.

The journey started with
a Noah Barrentine 15-yard
touchdown run up the mid-
dle of the Craigmont defense.
The Chiefs (1-6, 0-3) were
trailing 6-0 just 3 minutes and
41 seconds into the game.

The Trojans were ahead
14-0 by the end of the first
period when Millington’s

special team tackled the
Craigmont punter at the
l-yard line. On the next

play Millington senior Chris
Duckworth crossed the goal
line. He added the two-point
conversion.

Duckworth’s next touch-
down was further out. In the
second quarter Duckworth
took a handoff 51 yards to the
house to make the tally 21-0
just 29 seconds into the sec-
ond quarter.

Later in the first half Baron
Martin Jr. had two explosive
runs deep into the Craigmont
Red Zone to set up his own
I-yard TD run. Martin made
the score 28-0 with 3:32 re-
maining in the first half.

The Trojans closed out the
first half leading 34-0 when
Noah Thomas broke loose for
a 22-yard touchdown run.

Duckworth iced the game
and got the mercy rule into
effect in the third quarter
with his third TD run of the

night. Duckworth’s 3-yard
touchdown run made the
score 40-0.

The final touchdown of the
evening came courtesy of
Trojan Anthony Wooten. Mil-
lington was victorious 48-0
and now Blair has a chance to
prepare his team for a week
practice coming off a victory.

With the game at Fay-
ette-Ware a battle for the
postseason, Blair said his
team has to learn how to bal-
ance their emotions to earn
another chance for a Gato-
rade shower.

“I going to remind them of
the feeling they had when
they looked up at the score-
board and they saw a ‘W’ and
how that felt compared to
when we left off the field at
Munford,” he said. “We took
a picture of that scoreboard.
Which one would you rather
have? I will tell them how
that felt. When we prep Mon-
day through Thursday, it has
to be like this. It’s got to be
like this and now I think they
understand it.

“We’re going to take this
win,”  Blair  concluded.
“We’re going to celebrate it
and have a good time today.
Then tomorrow and Monday
we’re going to get back to
work and do everything we
can to keep that same feeling
next week.”

Photo By Thomas Sellers Jr.
MEMPHIS — The Ripley Lady Tigers arrived on the campus of Craigmont High
School on a mission.
The crew from Lauderdale County wanted to end the trend of the District 15-
2A Tournament championship game having the two participants of the Cov-
ington Lady Chargers and Millington Lady Trojans.
All Ripley had to do was upset the No. 2 seeded Lady Trojans and end the re-
cent trend of Covington and Millington advancing to Regionals.
The Lady Tigers were on track after losing the first set 25-20 and pulling off
a 25-22 win over Millington in set two. Then Millington snapped out of their
funk and dominated the next two sets 25-12 and 25-13 to reach the title game
and earn a spot in Regionals.
Millington mixed up lineups and rotations during the first two sets. Senior Ka-
tie Graves shined in the first set with blocks and tip scores to help the Lady
Trojans prevail in the first set.
Ripley kept up the energy in the second set and took advantage of Lady Trojan
serving errors to win the frame by 3 points.
Then Lady Trojan outside hitter Malorrii Carter (left) took over in the third set
with multiple kills. Londyn Maclin controlled the net with her height and later
helped Millington surge ahead behind the service line leading to the 25-12
win.
In the final set, Millington setter Charlotte Nelson located Carter and Taylor
Lockhart for kills. Then Millington’s other senior Hayley Stevens served up sev-
eral points leading to the close out.
The next day in the championship game, the Covington Lady Chargers sur-
vived the challenge of the Lady Trojans in three competitive sets.
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Candidates Respohd:/ohn Perales

Position: Alderman
Position 4

School Funding and the
Half-Cent Sales Tax

In 2012, Millington vot-
ers approved a half-cent in-
crease in the local sales tax
during the effort to establish
and fund a new municipal
school  system. Although
the City is not legally re-
quired to direct all revenue
generated by that half-cent
tax to Millington Municipal
Schools, the tax was closely
associated with funding the
creation and operation of
the municipal school system.

Regardless of the Citys
legal obligation, do you be-
lieve the City has an obliga-
tion to honor the intent un-
der which voters approved
the tax by directing all rev-
enue generated by the half-
cent increase to Millington
Municipal Schools? Why or
why not?

I believe the City should
respect the intent of the
voters while also remaining
fiscally responsible and re-
sponsive to the community’s
changing needs. Millington
Municipal Schools are an
important investment in our
children and our future, and
I will continue to support
them. At the same time, |
believe decisions regarding
these revenues should be
made carefully by the May-
or and Board of Aldermen,
based on the City’s legal
obligations, financial cir-
cumstances, and the overall
needs of our citizens.

Vision for Millington

Conversations about Mil-
lington's future can some-
times focus more on why
something won't work here
than on what we could be-
come. What specifically
do you believe Millington
should become?

Looking  15-20  years
ahead, describe your vision
for Millington. Who should
we be trying to attract and
retain, what should distin-
guish us from surround-
ing communities, and how
would that vision guide your
decisions as an alderman?

My vision is to continue
to be a stronger, safer, and
more prosperous Milling-
ton where families thrive,
businesses grow, and young
people build their futures. I
will focus on economic de-
velopment, education, youth
mentorship, and public safe-
ty while working as a team
with the Mayor, Board of
Aldermen, City Boards, and
City Staff.

Two priorities are com-
pleting the Lone Sailor Mon-
ument and Plaza, honoring
Millington’s proud Navy
heritage while creating a
place that can inspire future
generations, and expanding
opportunities at N82 Gym,
including mentorship from
retired and Active Duty
Chief Petty Officers and
other community leaders to
help our young people de-
velop confidence, discipline,
and leadership.

I also want to explore
bringing SURGE Enter-
tainment by Drew Brees to
Millington as part of that
same commitment to our
youth. Our young people
need safe, positive places to
gather, have fun, and spend
time with their families and
friends. Combined with
N82 Gym and strong men-
torship programs, SURGE
could help us provide more
opportunities for our youth
while also creating jobs and

A
1

|
1
|

Political

't

By Brian McGovern
strengthening Millington’s
economy.

Every decision I make as
an alderman will be guided
by one question: Will this
make Millington a better
place for our families and
future generations?

Structure of the Board of

Aldermen

Millington has seven al-
dermen, all elected at large.
Do you believe seven is the
right number, or would a
smaller Board s
create more|
competitive
elections and
a stronger pool
of candidates?

Should alder-
men be subject
to term lim-
its? If so, what
limits ~ would
you  support,
and would a
smaller Board

change  your
view?
I believe Mill-

ington’s current
seven-member Board pro-
vides broad representation
and a diversity of perspec-
tives for our community. I
support keeping the current
structure and allowing the
voters to decide how long
an alderman should serve
based on their performance,
commitment, and service to
Millington.

During my nearly two
years as the incumbent Al-
derman for Position 4, I
have supported collabora-
tion among the City Man-
ager, Mayor, and Board to
deliver measurable progress.
Millington is experiencing
significant growth; Astoria
Square is back on track; the
Lone Sailor Monument and
Plaza are moving forward,;
and Target and Academy
Sports have committed to
locating here. The Harrold
building is also being reno-
vated, with potential to be-
come a new entertainment
Or music venue.

Public safety remains the
number one priority. We in-
creased authorized police
positions from 32 in 2024 to
38 today, added three part-
time officers, and are work-
ing toward Fire Station No.
3 to strengthen emergency
response.

I am asking voters for
the opportunity to contin-
ue building on this prog-
ress, supporting responsi-
ble growth, strengthening
public safety, and preparing
Millington for a successful
future.

City Government
Structure

In 2012,  Millington
changed its form of gov-
ernment, shifting significant
responsibility for the Citys
day-to-day  administration
from the elected mayor to a
professional city manager
who is accountable to the
Mayor and Board of Alder-
men.

More than a decade later,
do you believe this remains
the right structure for Mill-
ington? Why or why not?

Yes. I believe the city
manager form of govern-
ment continues to serve Mil-
lington well. A professional
city manager provides con-
sistent day-to-day leadership

John Perales

and brings experience and
accountability to city op-
erations, while the elected
Mayor and Board of Alder-
men remain responsible for
setting the vision, priorities,
and policies of our commu-
nity. I support continuing
this structure while main-
taining strong communi-
cation, transparency, and
teamwork among the city
manager, Mayor, and Board.

New Growth and

Existing Neighborhoods

Millington is experiencing
significant new residential
and commercial develop-
ment, while many of our
existing neighborhoods and
commercial areas are aging.

How should
the City bal-
ance  encour-
aging new de-
velopment with
reinvesting in
and improving
what is already
here? As Mill-
ington grows,
how would
vou ensure that
existing neigh-
borhoods  re-
ceive the same
attention to ap-
pearance, code
enforcement,
parks, infrastructure, traffic
safety and quality of life that
often accompanies new de-
velopment?

I strongly support Mill-
ington’s continued growth,
but growth must benefit
our entire community. As
we welcome new homes
and businesses, we must
also reinvest in our exist-
ing neighborhoods through
strong code enforcement,
well-maintained parks, im-
proved streets and infra-
structure, and greater traffic
safety. I will work with the
Mayor and Board of Alder-
men to ensure that every
neighborhood receives the
attention it deserves. Our
goal should be simple: grow
Millington while taking care
of the people and neighbor-
hoods that already call Mil-
lington home.

Motivation and
Priorities

What motivated you to
run, and how does that moti-
vation translate into specific
priorities you would pursue
as an alderman? At the end
of your term, what would
need to have changed or
been accomplished for you
to consider your service suc-
cessful?

I am motivated by a life-
time of service and a strong
desire to give back to the
community [ call home.
My priorities are to contin-
ue to promote responsible
growth, strengthen public
safety, support our schools
and Dbusinesses, complete
the Plaza and the Lone
Sailor Monument, and cre-
ate more opportunities and
mentorship for our youth.
I will also continue work-
ing with the Navy and our
community partners to make
the N82 Gym initiative a re-
ality, providing our young
people with a positive place
to learn, grow, and build a
brighter future.

Families, Teenagers and

Quality of Life

What role should the City
play in creating activities,
recreation and gathering
places for families and teen-
agers? What should be pro-
vided or supported by the
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Candidates Respond: (/iris Everitt

Position: Alderman
Position 4

School Funding and the
Half-Cent Sales Tax

In 2012, Millington voters
approved a half-cent in-
crease in the local sales tax
during the effort to establish
and fund a new municipal
school  system. Although
the City is not legally re-
quired to direct all revenue
generated by that half-cent
tax to Millington Municipal
Schools, the tax was closely
associated with funding the
creation and operation of
the municipal school sys-
tem.

Regardless of the Citys
legal obligation, do you be-
lieve the City has an obliga-
tion to honor the intent un-
der which voters approved
the tax by directing all rev-
enue generated by the half-
cent increase to Millington
Municipal Schools? Why or
why not?

I believe that if the vot-
ers approve something then
the city should 100% honor
the will of the people. Their
vote is their voice, and elect-
ed officials have a responsi-
bility to respect and follow
that decision.

Vision for Millington

Conversations about Mil-
lington's future can some-
times focus more on why
something won't work here
than on what we could be-
come. What specifically
do you believe Millington
should become?

Looking  15-20  years
ahead, describe your vision
for Millington. Who should
we be trying to attract and
retain, what should distin-
guish us from surround-
ing communities, and how
would that vision guide your
decisions as an alderman?

As a 26 year old I plan I
have many years to spend in
millington and When I look
15-20 years into the future, [
want to see a Millington that
has grown while still keep-
ing the small town character
that makes this community
special. I want to see good,
safe neighborhoods, strong
local businesses, better op-
portunities for our young
people, and a city that is at-
tractive to families, workers,
and businesses that want to
invest here for the long term.

Structure of the Board of

Aldermen

Millington has seven al-
dermen, all elected at large.
Do you believe seven is the
right number, or would a
smaller Board create more
competitive elections and a
stronger pool of candidates?

Should aldermen be sub-
Ject to term limits? If so,
what limits would you sup-
port, and would a smaller
Board change your view?

From the beginning, I've
admitted that I'm not a
politician. Do I think sev-
en aldermen is too many?
To an extent, yes, but also,
no Having seven aldermen
means you have seven dif-
ferent people bringing dif-
ferent ideas, experiences,
concerns, and perspectives
to the table. That can be a
good thing for our city be-
cause not every resident has
the same priorities or con-
cerns.At the end of the day,
it takes four votes from the
Board of Aldermen to move
something forward. With
seven aldermen, you have to
work together, listen to one
another, and find common
ground. I believe that can
lead to better decisions for
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By Brian McGovern
Millington. I do believe 2-3
term limits should be set it
gives more opportunity for
others of the community to

step up and help build.
City Government
Structure
In 2012,  Millington

changed its form of govern-
ment, shifting significant
responsibility for the Citys
day-to-day  administration
from the elected mayor to
a professional city man-

to the table.From the begin-
ning, I’ve admitted that I’'m
not a politician, and I don’t
have all the answers. I’'m a
blue-collar working man
who believes in showing
up, working hard, listening
to people, and finding solu-
tions. I decided to run be-
cause | don’t want to sit on
the sidelines and complain
about what could be better. I
want to be part of making it
better. At the end of my term
I would say If I could’ve
been a better voice for the
people then I succeeded.
Families, Teenagers and
Quality of Life
What role should the City
play in creating activities,

ager who is
accountable
to the Mayor
and Board of|
Aldermen.

More than a
decade later,
do you believe
this ~ remains
the right struc-
ture for Mill-
ington?  Why
or why not?

I would
like to see the
mayor’s posi-
tion become a
full-time posi-
tion and eliminate the city
manager position. Shouldn’t
the city be led and held ac-
countable by the mayor and
the seven aldermen?

This approach would give
elected officials more direct
responsibility for the city’s
operations and decisions. It
could also help avoid what
some people are calling nep-
otism.

New Growth and

Existing Neighborhoods

Millington is experiencing
significant new residential
and commercial develop-
ment, while many of our
existing neighborhoods and
commercial areas are aging.

How should the City bal-
ance encouraging new de-
velopment with reinvesting
in and improving what is
already here? As Milling-
ton grows, how would you
ensure that existing neigh-
borhoods receive the same
attention to appearance,
code enforcement, parks,
infrastructure, traffic safety
and quality of life that often
accompanies new develop-
ment?

I would like to see the
city take a more balanced
approach. As new develop-
ments come in, we should
also be looking at our exist-
ing neighborhoods, roads,
drainage, parks, sidewalks,
lighting, traffic safety, and
commercial areas and ask-
ing what needs attention.
I also believe we need to
listen to the people who al-
ready live here. They know
firsthand what is working
and what needs improve-
ment. As an alderman, I
would want to hear those
concerns and bring them to
the board.

Motivation and
Priorities

What motivated you to
run, and how does that mo-
tivation translate into spe-
cific priorities you would
pursue as an alderman? At
the end of your term, what
would need to have changed
or been accomplished for
you to consider your service
successful?

I love Millington, I'm
raising my family here, I
work here, and I believe I
can bring a different voice

Chris Everitt

recreation and
gathering plac-
es for families
and teenagers?
What  should
be provided or
supported by
the City, and
what should be
left to private
businesses,
or

nity organiza-
tions?
I believe the
city already of-
fers some pretty
great activities throughout
the year, and I appreciate the
effort that goes into provid-
ing those opportunities for
our families.I’ve also talked
with several residents who
would love to see a private
business come into Mill-
ington and build something
specifically for kids, such
as a Jump World or another
indoor family entertainment
facility.I know it isn’t easy
to get a business to invest
in building something sim-
ply because the community
wants it. But I believe we
should listen to what our
residents want and at least
develop a game plan to see
what we can do to make
it happen.Even if the city
can’t build it ourselves, we
can work toward creating
an environment that encour-
ages the right businesses to
invest in Millington. I think
giving our kids and families
more things to do would be
a great investment in the fu-
ture of our community.
Public Meeting
Transparency

Some Millington public
meetings are currently re-
corded and made available
online. Do you believe the
City should require all pub-
lic meetings to be recorded
and made available online?
Why or why not? Should any
meetings also be required to
be streamed live?

I believe all city meet-
ings should be recorded and
made available to the public
because the decisions being
discussed affect every res-
ident of Millington. Why
shouldn’t residents be able
to go back and hear what
was discussed and under-
stand how decisions are
being made? Do I believe
every meeting needs to be
live streamed? No, I don’t.
I believe there is value in
encouraging residents to
attend meetings in person
when they can. It also puts
more responsibility on al-
dermen to stay connected
with their communities, talk
with residents, hear their
concerns, and explain what
is happening at City Hall.
Transparency is important,
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If these trends continue, universities and colleges might start closing around the country

Currently there are
thousands and thousands
of fresh faces on campus-
es across America.

For about a month or six
weeks, those who were
walking high school hall-
ways this time last year
are now getting a taste of
independence at various
colleges and universi-
ties. It is a long-standing
U.S. American
tradition that [
participated in
back in the fall
1999.

I complet-
ed the obsta-
cle course by
the spring of
2003 earning
my bachelor’s degree. A
quarter of a century ago a
college degree had more
meaning and earning po-
tential.

Fast forward to 2026,
private colleges are en-
dangered. Major public
universities are suffering
in many ways. The cloak
over it all is a dark cov-
ering most teenagers are
not sold on going to col-
lege to go into adulthood.

Here are 10 reasons
colleges and universities
have lost their luster and
appeal.

10. Colleges don’t do

enough to help get jobs

According to most
surveys, the top reasons
most high school gradu-
ates still enroll into col-
lege was to improve em-
ployment opportunities
(91%) and to make more
money (90%). They do
that in order to get a good
job.

Then a recent trend of
the workforce working
jobs that don’t involve
their degrees or trades
popped up. The job mar-
ket became an unrecog-
nizable field of landmin-
es because of the 2008
Great Recession and pan-
demic of 2020. Colleges
have not adjusted by cre-
ating programs to ensure
students are equipped
with the technical skills

employers increasingly
require for entry-level
positions.

9. Academic Integrity

When 1 exited college
nearly 25 years ago, the
biggest competition we
had in the job market was
previous graduates. Now
with advances in tech-
nology, another job taker
on the scene is artificial
intelligence.
The rapid rise
of  generative
Al is starting to
trickle over to
the public sec-
tor. Al is already
on campus, for
better or worse.
Al can unknow-
ingly to a professor, help
a student with testing,
essay writing, and home-
work. Why do I need ad-
vanced courses when all
the answers are on my
phone?

Several Gen Zers pull
out their cell phones to
figure out life’s ques-
tions, not just to satisfy
an academic query.

8. Campus
Restrictions

It was a year ago, Char-
lie Kirk was assassinat-
ed on a college campus.
Kirk went to various in-
stitutions of higher learn-
ing across the country to
debate cultural topics. He
faced hundreds of oppos-
ing thoughts and view-
points.

Watching one of his old
forums illustrates the di-
vide on college campus-
es today. Free speech and
diversity of thought is
dying at universities and

colleges.
There is a narrowing
ideological spectrum

among faculty and staff
as well. Professors are
feeding an one-sided ide-
ology to impressionable
young minds.
7. Eroding Public
Confidence
I have told high school
students recently, “You
don’t have to go to col-
lege.” My other quote

had been, “I'm starting
to think college is a big

scam.” The numbers
and surveys back up my
opinion that public trust
and confidence in higher
education have dropped
to historic lows.

It’s even getting polit-
ical. Several states want
to limit funding and pro-
grams for colleges. The
debt forgiveness debate
a couple of years ago
divided households. It
took me 10 years to pay
off my loans, but my to-
tal cost was a fraction of
what these students will
have to pay back in the
2030s.

6. Low Graduation

We mocked our peers
back then who were in
college for nearly a de-
cade. They were not
pursuing degrees in law
or medicine. They were
professional  students.
Maybe they were in fear
of repaying all those
loans. That six-months
goes by quickly.

Fast forward to the
2020s, the drop-out and
non-completion rates
remain high. IT is ap-
proaching 50 percent at
many four-year institu-
tions and even higher at

two-year colleges.

Once you hear the hor-
ror stories from dropouts
about the financial stress,
it’s best to never jump in
the muddy waters.

5. Success away from

the Campus

It is possible to be rich
without going to college.
With so many individu-
als in their 20s and 30s
seeking online success
and being an influencer,
more and more are not
attending college.

Once young people find
out iconic names from
the previous two gener-
ations made generational
worth, they are trying to
find other means to make
that bag. The following
people are the examples
of high achievement not
going to college: Elon
Musk, Bill Gates, Oprah
Winfrey, Sean Combs,
Sergey Brin, Larry Page,
Mark Zuckerberg, LeB-
ron James and Michael
Dell.

4. Institutional

Financial Instability

and Closures

The downward trends
of enrollments has led to
some closures already.
Many small private col-
leges and regional public

institutions face severe
budget deficits. The de-
clining revenues, and
shrinking endowments
are making it hard for
those types of institutions
of higher learning to sur-
vive. They don’t have
major college sports to
pull revenue from.
Reduced state appro-
priations, shifting de-
mographics, and rising
fixed costs have led to
hundreds of college clo-
sures, mergers, and deep
program cuts.
3. Declining
Enrollment Trends
The Great Recession of
2008 made the potential
parents at that time wait
on having a family. Some
never got around to it and
are childless as of 2026.
Do the math, that was
18 years ago and the
bodies needed to walk
on campus don’t exist.
There is a drop in the col-
lege-going  population.
Add on top the shifting
public skepticism and en-
rollment is going down.
2. Soaring Tuition/
Student Debt
College is just not af-
fordable today. And once
you get out, you don’t
have a guarantee of mak-

ing life-changing money.
Since I was in school, the
tuition has just kept in-
creasing each year.

The bells and whistles
they offer on a campus
are not worth the money
or time at some point. We
had a theater and com-
puter labs in the early
2000s. Now they have
state-of-the-art facilities,
world-class  university
centers and elite fitness
centers. But is all of that
worth the debt?

The average annual tu-
ition and fees have risen
significantly leading to
heavy debt and decades
of payments. Then that
little piece of paper won’t
open as many doors as it
used to.

1. Bad ROI and
Underemployment

All those previous fac-
tors have led to college
having a negative return
on investment.

With no guaranteed
jobs and massive debt,
investing four or more
years in a broken sys-
tem is not worth it. The
American college and
university system needs
an overhaul and prier cut.

They have to change
things soon or when
the enrollment is down
to zero, they’ll get the
point. A huge chunk of
graduates face underem-
ployment, working in
jobs that do not require a
college degree.

More and more, it ap-
pears trade schools are
a better option, knowing
the right person in a ca-
reer and having ethics
better serve this young
generation.

THOMAS  SELLERS
JR. is the editor of The
Millington Star and both
the sports editor and a
weekly personal colum-
nist for West 10 Media/
Magic Valley Publishing.
Contact him by phone at
(901) 476-7116, by fax to
(901) 529-7687 and by
email to starmillington(@
gmail.com
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City, and what should be left to
private businesses, nonprofits or
other community organizations?

I believe the City has an import-
ant role in creating safe, positive
places where families and young
people can gather, learn, and grow.
We should continue to invest in
parks, recreation, and facilities like
SURGE and the N82 Gym, while
building strong partnerships with
our schools, businesses, nonprof-

its, military community, and local
organizations. By working togeth-
er, we can provide more activities
and mentorship opportunities that
keep our young people engaged,
build character and leadership,
and strengthen families throughout
Millington.
Public Meeting Transparency
Some Millington public meetings
are currently recorded and made
available online. Do you believe
the City should require all public
meetings to be recorded and made

available online? Why or why not?
Should any meetings also be re-
quired to be streamed live?

Yes. I strongly support transpar-
ency and believe public meetings
should be recorded and made easi-
ly available online whenever prac-
tical. I also support live streaming
meetings of the Mayor and Board
of Aldermen and other key pub-
lic bodies so citizens can stay in-
formed and involved, even when
they cannot attend in person. Open
government builds trust, strength-

ens accountability, and gives every
citizen a greater opportunity to par-
ticipate in their city government.
Surveillance and Traffic
Enforcement
Millington uses both red-light
cameras and automated license
plate readers. What are your views
on the use of these technologies?
How do you weigh their potential
public safety and traffic enforce-
ment benefits against concerns
about privacy and government
surveillance?

I support the responsible use of
technology when it makes Milling-
ton safer. Red-light cameras and li-
cense plate readers can be valuable
tools for traffic safety and law en-
forcement, but they must be used
with clear policies, transparency,
and strong protections for individ-
ual privacy.

Public safety and personal pri-
vacy are both important, and I be-
lieve we can protect both through
responsible oversight and account-
ability.
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but so is communication. I believe
we need both.

Surveillance and Traffic

Enforcement

Millington uses both red-light

cameras and automated license
plate readers. What are your views
on the use of these technologies?
How do you weigh their potential
public safety and traffic enforce-
ment benefits against concerns
about privacy and government

surveillance?

I believe red-light cameras and
license plate readers can be useful
tools for public safety when used
responsibly. They can help with
traffic enforcement, stolen vehi-
cles, and serious crimes. At the

same time, I understand residents’
concerns about privacy and gov-
ernment surveillance.

I believe there should be clear
limits on what information is col-
lected, how long it is kept, and
who can access it. [’'m not against

technology that helps keep Mil-
lington safe, but I also don’t be-
lieve government should have un-
limited surveillance of its citizens.
We need to find a balance between
public safety and protecting resi-
dents’ privacy.
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Civil law and criminal law
can both arise from the same
event, but they answer differ-
ent questions, use different
rules, and can reach different
results. The O.J. Simpson cas-
es are the clearest modern ex-
ample.

the defendant is innocent of

every
related claim, and it does not
pay the families for their loss.
The families then filed a
civil wrongful-death lawsuit.
That case asked a different
question: wheth-

In 1994, Nicole
Brown Simpson
and Ronald Gold-
man were killed.
The State of Cal-
ifornia  charged
Simpson with murder. That
was a criminal case. A pros-
ecutor, not the victims’ fami-
lies, brought it. The state had
to prove guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. The defense
argued the evidence did not
meet that standard, including
the famous moment when
a glove recovered from the
scene appeared not to fit.
In 1995 the jury acquitted
Simpson. An acquittal means
the state failed to prove the
charge. It is not a finding that

er Simpson was
Dave’'s legally responsi-
Raves Dble for the deaths
and should pay
RNTNZiN damages.  The
burden of proof
was preponderance of the ev-
idence, meaning more likely
than not. In 1997 a civil jury
found him liable and award-
ed substantial damages. No
one went to jail because of
that verdict. The remedy was
money, not punishment. Most
civil injury cases are not like
that. In the average car wreck,
the injured person does not
sue because the other driver
meant to cause harm. It is the
opposite. The claim is that the
driver was negligent: failed to

Civil vs. Criminal Law

keep a proper lookout, ran a
light, followed too closely, or
otherwise did not use reason-
able care.

That negligence is why the
law requires the at-fault driv-
er to make the injured person
whole for medical bills, lost
income, and other harm. In-
surance is built around that
distinction. A liability policy
is written to cover accidental,
negligent conduct. It gener-
ally does not cover intention-
al acts. Criminal law asks
whether someone should be
punished for a wrong against
the public. Civil injury law, in
the ordinary case, asks wheth-
er carelessness caused a loss
that should be paid.

Peel seeks justice for those
injured in truck, motorcycle
and car crashes. He often ad-
dresses churches, clubs and
groups without charge. Peel
may be reached through Peel-
LawFirm.com wherein other
articles may be accessed.

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us
Today! 901.476.7116
adrianna@magicvalley
publishing.com

SHOPPER NEWS

Classifieds

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 591,000 Readers Ever d)e; Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classified advertising

artment.

Auctions

GET THE WORD OUT about your next
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call
For All. Your ad can appear in this
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers.
For more info, contact this newspaper’s
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916.

Cable / Satellite / Wireless

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, ho
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct
and get your first free months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+
and Cinemax included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-274-6074

Health / Beauty

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Home Improvement

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your
trusted foundation repair experts since
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space
recovery. Basement waterproofing.
Water management and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932

Wanted - To Buy

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater
independence and stay in the home
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750
off plus FREE installation. Made in
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote.
1-866-432-3409

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-551-1426

Advertise Throughout Tennessee

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just adiscount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 106 Tennessee newspapers
for $275/wk or 28 West TN newspapers
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s
classified advertising dept. or go to
www.thpress.com

VICKI CLARK
ADVERTISING MANAGER

662.404.4895

SHOPPERINEW,S
Classifieds

To find out more information
about placing your ad in our next
publication call Vicki today!

VICKI@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD COULD
BE HERE!
CALL
901.476.7116
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Your low-cost classified ad in The I
Bartlett Express, The Germantown
News & Shelby Sun Times, The
Collierville Herald Independent or I
The Millington Star will help turn
your unwanted items into CASH.

Line classifieds are only $30/week
for up to 5 lines (140 characters)
to run in all four papers. I
Display ads are also available for
$28/column-inch/week for all four I
papers or $12/column-inch for
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

I Want My Ad To Read:

Special!! General
yard work, leaves
raked, Putting down
mulch. Free Estimates.
Reasonable. PaCerno
901-323-2822

AUTO AUCTIONS

DAN'S
TOWING

3911 THOMAS
MEMPHIS, TN 38127

The Following Vehicles
Will Be Sold on

10/30/2026 @ NOON

2016 CHRYSLER 200
1C3CCCFB3GN182129

2001 JEEP CHEROKEE
1J4GX48521C541908

2014 FORD FUSION
1FA6POH75E5398166

2013 CHRYSLER 300
2C3CCAAG4DH517023

2020 CHEVY MALIBU
1G1ZB5STOLFO01794

2004 TOYOTA CELICA
JTDDR32T340171296

2019 MITIBISHI
OUTLANDER
JA4AP3AUXKUO17302

2011 CADILLAC CTS
1G6DJT1EDOBO155962

DTS TOWING
3930 THOMAS ST, MEMPHIS, 38127

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

NOVEMBER 15, 2026 AT 11 AM

4T1BE32K26U161229
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY

THGCR2F30FA219755
2015 HONDA ACCORD

162JB34T0P7554732
1993 PONTIAC SUNBIRD

3N1BC1CP7CK805167
2012 NISSAN VERSA

3N1CP5CU7JL519364
2018 NISSAN KICKS

THGCR3F90HA001490
2017 HONDA ACCORD

WDDGF4HBGEA958321
2014 MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS

KNMAT2MV9LP523588
2020 NISSAN ROGUE

5NMS2DAJIPHE25900
2023 HYUNDAI SANTA FE

1C3BC1FG1BNS03475
2011 CHRYSLER 200

JTHBE1BL4D5001845
2013 LEXUS GS 350

KL1TD6BE79B360222
2009 CHEVROLET AVEO

SN1ALOMMOEC501657
2014 INFINITI 0X60

KNAG64J73V5538019
2027 KIA K5

AT1BF3EK2BU633133
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY

I Please be sure to include your name and phone number as well as a check or credit card information for payment.

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
CALL (901) 476-7116

ADVERTISE
WITH
The Bartlett Express,
The Collierville
Herald-Independent,
The Millington
Star and The
Germantown News
& Shelby Sun Times
BY PLACING
AN AD IN
The Shopper News
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

To Place an Ad:
476-7116

SERVICES AUTO AUCTIONS

VINTAGE AUTOMOTIVE
5351 HWY 51 N

MEMPHIS, TN 38127

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES
WILL BE SOLD FOR TO SATISFY
TOW AND STORAGE FEES ON

NOVEMBER 5, 2026 @ 9:00 A.M.

2015 NISSAN VERSA
3N1CN7AP1FL842007

1998 FORD RANGER
1FTYR14X2PA54180

2015 NISSAN ALTIMA
TN4AL3AP5FC429043

2017 INFINITI QX60
5N1DLOMNXHC549628

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA
5YFBURHE1GP535937

DIRTY SOUTH
TOWING

905 Estival Place,
Memphis, TN 38126

The following vehicle will be sold
to satisfy storage and tow fees on

NOVEMBER 5
AT 9 A.M.

2017 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT
NMOLS7E75H1321072

2024 TOYOTA CAMRY
4AT1C11AKXRU254297

2007 NISSAN XTERRA
5NTANO8W97C528753

2026 VW JETTA
3VW5W7BU1TTMO034704

DIRTY SOUTH
TOWING

905 Estival Place,
Memphis, TN 38126

The following vehicle will be sold
to satisfy storage and tow fees on

NOVEMBER 19
AT 9 A.M.

1993 HARLEY DAVIDSON FXS
THD1BKL10PY010987

2013 CHRYSLER 200
1C3CCBCG4ADN719595

2016 TOYOTA PRIUS
JTDKDTB35G 1137445

2024 HYUNDAI TUCSON
KM8JECD18RU170411

B&B TOWING, LLC

2574 SUMMER,
MEMPHIS 38112

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY
STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON

11/4/2026:

2007 HOND ACC
VIN# THGCM66597A016825

2007 INFI G35
VIN# JNKBV61E67M722789

2012 NISS ALT
VIN# TN4AL2EP1CC116619

2007 HOND IV
VIN# 1THGFA16897L055129

2011 CHEV IMPALA
VIN# 2GTWG5EK1B1239523

1995 GMCSI
VIN# 1GTEC14Z0SZ525070

2012 FRHT SPR
VIN# WDYPE8CC6C5666375

2004 DODG R15
VIN# 1D7HA18N 145736418

2012 NISS VSL
VIN# 3N1BC1CP5CK202850

1993 MERCURY CAPRI
VIN# 6MPCT0363P8647596

2008 NSSSAN ALT
VIN# 1N4BL24E98C252119

2011 KIA FORTE
VIN# KNAFU4A27B5452407

2012 MERZ GL3
VIN# WDCGG5GB4CF780238

2004 LINC
VIN# 1LNHM83W74Y685509

2015 CHEV SUB
VIN# 1GNSKJKCA4FR687723

2014 CHEV MAL
VIN# 1G11B55L2EF266216

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS « RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP « THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2026
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The Apostolic Church
4209 Shelby Rd
(901)872-3558

Alpha Church & School
4899 Easley St » Millington
(901)489-9622
Sunday Service: 2:00 pm
Adult Classes: Wed. & Thur.
6:00-9:00 pm
Office Hours: Wed. & Thur.
12:00-6:00 pm
Call anytime with questions
OF prayer concerns
David Nolen, Pastor

Assembly of God First
3719 Shelby Rd
(901)873-3000

Anchor Baptist Church
8054 Nelson Rd
(901)872-2454

Awakening Church
245 Commercial Drive,
Munford
(901)292-8432
Contemporary Services
Sundays at 10:00 am
Youth group meeting
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

New Historical Belmount
Missionary Baptist Church

5885 Hamlet Road
Millington,
(901)574-9917
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Janet Morgan

Bethlehem Baptist Church
8801 Bethuel Rd
(901)872-7929

Big Creek Baptist Church
6797 Big Creek Church Rd
(901)872-4702

Promiseland Missionary
Baptist Church
3728 West Union Road
(901) 872-2565
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.

Bolton Full Gospel Church

7333 Pleasant Ridge Road
(901) 872-2744
Sunday Worship 10:40 a.m.

Christ International
Ministries
4081 Lelah Ln
(901)872-1594

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
9604 US Highway 51 North
(901)873-3582

Church Street Church of
Christ
Brother Brian Ayers,
Evangelist
(901)482-7576
Sunday Worship:
* Morning — 10:15 am to
12:30
» Fellowship Potluck Lunch —
12:30to 1:30
* Afternoon — 1:30 to 3:00 pm
(Held at The Millington
Civic Center Rm #106 « 8077
Wilkinsville Rd., Millington)
Weekly Bible Study
» Wednesday — 7 to 8 pm
(Held at the Baker
Community
Center 8942 Church St,
Millington)

River of Life Church
8850 Highway 51
(901) 837-8781

Crossroads Church of the
Nazarene
3865 Beaver Rd * Munford
(731) 223-2258
Pastor Mitchell Combs

Dominion Christian Center
7199 Raleigh-Millington Road
(901) 873-8020

Pastor Lenard I. Hardaway
Sunday School: 9:00 am
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am
Wednesday Night Bible
Study: 6:30 pm
Where Living Over-All is
Good (Ps 8:5-7)

East Acres Baptist Church
6915 Navy Rd
(901)872-1509

Harris Chapel

Church of God in Christ
6941 Sledge Road, Millington

Elder John Adam Dixon, Senior Pastor

901-872-6087
www.harrischapelcogic.com
Grace Baptist Church
9171 Brunswick Road
Millington, TN 38053
(901)409-0389
Pastor Jeff Patrick
10:30 a.m. Sundays

Faith Assembly of God
9540 US Hwy 51 North
(901)872-8443

Faith Heritage Baptist
Church
4274 Duncan Rd
(901)872-0828

First United Pentecostal
Church
4209 Shelby Rd
(901)872-3558

Greater New Hope COGIC
Ministries
Wilkinsville Rd
GracePoint Church
(An Innovative Ministry of
L.CM.S.)

425 Commercial Dr « Atoka
(901)840-2086
Sunday services are held at
Munford Middle School, 100
Education Ave, Munford at
9:30 am

Family Life Center
5010 W Union Rd
(901)873-8929

Pastor Orlando Hughes
Sunday Morning
Instruction 9:00 am
Prayer 10:00 am
Worship 10:15 am
Daytime Bible Study Tue:
11:45 am-12:45 pm
TPT (Turning Point Thursday)
Bible Study Thursday 7 pm

Lighthouse Church
3719 Shelby Rd
(901)873-3000

Lucy Baptist Church
4005 Lucy Rd
(901)872-0623

Millington Church of Christ
7320 Raleigh-Millington Rd
(901)872-4426

Millington Church
of God inChrist
7614 Raleigh-Millington Rd
(901)872-6298

Millington Church of the
Nazarene

New Hope Baptist Church
7003 Raleigh-Millington Rd «
Millington
(901)872-3453
Sunday: Family School
10:00 am
Preaching Service 11:00 am
Bible Study &
Prayer: 6:00 pm
Wednesday Discipleship
Service: 7:00 pm

New Beginning Non-
Denominational Church
8054 Nelson Rd
(901)412-0241

New Living Well Worship
Center
7996 Wilkinsville Rd
Millington
(901)283-0823 -or-
(901)568-6248
Sunday School: 8:00 am
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Saint William Catholic
Church
4932 Easley St » Millington
(901)872-4099
Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am
and 11:00 am

Tabernacle Missionary
Baptist Church
(901)873-4854

Temple of Praise
Community
Worship Center
5099 Easley St
(901)338-5369

Temple United Methodist
Church
4404 Sykes Rd
(901)872-1544

First United Methodist 6840 Raleigh-Millington Rd
Church (901)872-7602
8029 Wilkinsville Rd
(901)872-4414 Millington First Baptist
Church
EELTI RG] 5010 W. Union Rd +

Methodist Church Millington

7835 Armour Road

(901)872-2264

(901) 872-2349

9:45a.m Adult Bible Study
10;45 am Service

Mt. Herman AME Church

Historical First Baptist 3492 Quito-Drummonds Rd
Church Millington
4284 Shelby Rd Weekly Worship

(901)872-3411 Opportunities: Sunday

* 10:00 am Church School

Holy Faith United * 11:00am Worship and Praise
Ministries Wednesday
7997 Martha St « Millington » 7:15 pm Bible Study (after
(901)873-1808 2nd and 4th Sundays)
hfadmin@hfum3.org Rev. .W. Booker, Pastor
Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church
(901)872-0711
“Bartlett
RicHarp GuizLo, Jr.
OWNER

2755 Bartlett Boulevard « Bartlett, Tennessee 38134
(901)388-6030 « Fax (901) 388-6552
email: bartletthomefurnishings@gmail.com

Sanctify Holiness Outreach

St Anne’s Episcopal Church
4063 Sykes Rd « Millington

Service held Sunday 10:30 am

6836 Navy Road, Millington
* Sunday School - 9:30 am.-10:45 a.m
Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Bible Study-Wednesday @12 Noon

BMi Memphis

Specializing in Mercedes, BMW, Acura, Lexus,
Land Rover, Jaguar service and repair.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF

4844 Elmore Roade Memphis, TN 38128
(901) 388-2201 » www_BMiMemphis_com

YOU ARE FAMILY AT
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

4063 Sykes Road, Millington | 901.872.0303

Services:
Sunday 10:30 AM | Wednesday 10:00 AM

_@F._ BOATWRIGHT

P HARMATCY

PHARMACISTS

LERDY BOATWRIGHT
STEVEN BOATWRIGHT

ASHLEY GILLON

7899 Leroy Boatwright St = Millington

872-2214

BRADLEY PROVENCE

"ns‘r. 195" .:‘*
- S -
e = =)
C/76town We

MILLINGTON

www.MillingtonFord.com

Randy Hart
Sales Manager
randyhart@millingtonford.com
Phone: 901.873.FORD (3673) « Fax: 901.872.1015
Cell: 901.326.2360

SHARE WITH US @

WEST 13,

FACEBOOK.COM THE MILLINGTON STAR NEWSPAPER

Service Experts

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
For all your Heating, Air Conditioning and
Indoor Air Quality Needs!

901-251-3254

DAVID PEEL
Attorney

8582 U.S. Hwy. 51 North
Millington, TN 38053
(901) 872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com

peellawfirm.com

GEAR

\ - ——
REPAIR

vser GUITARS
USED LESSONS
Big selection! Everyday low pricing!
Free layaway! We take trade ins!

5832 Stage Rd. » 901-371-0928 * revolvech ij:ra’lps'.corn

-9 S

&7

Sunday Worship Services: Unity Baptist Church
9:00 am 9596 Evander Rd
Wed. Night Bible Study: 6:45 (901)872-7233
pm to 8:00 pm Upper Canaan Missionary
Carolyn A. V. Brown, Pastor Baptist Church
9090 Hwy 51 North
Power For Living Christian (901)-872-6919
Church West Canaan Baptist
4201 Pleasant Ridge Rd Church
(901)872-3757 8715 Wilkinsville Rd

(901)872-2426

Rosemark First
Presbyterian USA West Union Cumberland
8592 Kerrville — Rosemark Presbyterian Church
Rd Rosemark 3099 West Union Rd «
(901)829-2051 Millington

(901)876-5757
Sunday School & Bible Stud
on Sun. at 10 am
Morning Worship at 11 am
Rev. James Hamblin, Pastor

Sunday School: 10 am
Worship: 11 am

8921 US-51
(901)873-4833
The WORD Church

8641 Greenhill Rd

(901)872-6695
(901)872-0303
Zion Hill M.B. Church
4470 Duncan Rd
(901)872-2343

“Millington §

Visit: WWW.MILLINGTON-NEWS.COM
Subscribe by calling 433-9138
SEND US YOUR CHURCH UPDATES
EMAIL: thomas@magicvalleypublishing.com

Wednesdays 10 a.m.
St. James CME

Pastor Charlie Coleman

Along the Journey

Through my years as a pastor and seeking to shepherd others,
I have found that the practice of contemplation ... the action
of looking thoughtfully at something over time ... (which for
me has been my personal relationship to the Creator) has
become the surest way for me to develop the virtue of com-
passion for both myself and others. Likewise this gaze upon
and into God has deepened the relationship between God and
myself.

Much of the early work of contemplation is discovering a way
to observe ourselves from a compassionate and non-judge-
mental distance until we can eventually live more and more of
our lives from this calm inner awareness and acceptance. In a
contemplative stance, we find ourselves smiling, sighing,
apologizing, and weeping at ourselves, much more than need-
ing either to hate or to congratulate ourselves ... because we
are finally looking at ourselves with the eyes of God.

Actually, what is happening is we are letting God gaze at us,
i the way only God can gaze ... with infinite mercy, love,
and compassion. God initiates a positive gaze, which now
goes in both directions. Unfortunately, we seldom allow that
to happen.

I believe compassion is everywhere. Compassion is the
world’s richest energy source. Now that the world has
become a global village we need compassion more than ever,
not for altruism’s sake, not for philosophy’s sake or even the-
ology’s sake, but for survival’s sake.

And yet, in human history of late, compassion remains an
energy source that goes largely unexplored, untapped, and un-
wanted. Compassion appears very far away almost n exile.
Whatever propensities the human cave dweller once had for
violence instead of compassion seem to have increased geo-
metrically with the onslaught of the industrial society. The
exile of compassion 1s evident everywhere ...

In acquiescing in compassion’s exile, we are surrendering the
fullness of nature and of human nature, for we, like all crea-
tures in the cosmos, are compassionate creatures. (Note the
relationships between most pet owners and their pets.) All
persons are compassionate at least potentially. What we all
share today is that we are victims of compassion’s exile. The
difference between persons and groups of persons is not that
some are victims and some are not: we are all victims and
dying from lack of compassion; we are all surrendering our
humanity together.

As we receive God’s compassionate gaze m contemplation,
all negative energy and motivation is slowly exposed and will
eventually fall away as counter-productive and useless. There
will be no mistrust, fear, or negativity in either direction. If we
resort to any form of shaming ourselves, we will slip back
into defense, denial, and overcompensation. We will not be
able to know as fully as we are known. (Paraphrase of 1 Cor-
mthians 13:12)

But if we can connect the Indwelling Presence, where the
Spirit bears common witness with our spirit (Paraphrase of
Romans 8:16), it can and will change our lives. This mutually
loving gaze 1s always mitiated by God and grace. Once you
(we) learn to rest there, nothing will ever satisfy vou (us).
This I believe to be foundational in the journey of life that is
ours ...

... in the journey with you!
Kenneth S Uselton
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Senior has her dream come true with school selecting her as 2026 Homecoming Queen

By Thomas Sellers Jr.
The Millington Star Editor

In order to have a fairy tale
night, you need a main char-
acter living out a dream and
a cast of characters.

On the night of October 8,
2026 on the turf of Mooney
Boswell Field, the little girl
who attended EA Harrold El-
ementary and later moved up
the newly formed Millington
Central Middle High School,
was now a senior and part
of her final Homecoming
Court.

With her dad Tony escort-
ing her through the NJROTC
Honor Guard of Aiden
Guest, Macey Welch, Luis
Diaz, Dillon Fitzgerald, Tay-
lor Bishop, Cameron Stein-
field, Jaxson Frix, Marifer
Ruiz and Liliana Perez, Ka-
tie Graves couldn’t hide her
nervous smile.

]
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After public address an-
nouncer Mark Healy read the

names of the third, second
and first runner ups, it was
his duty to read the name
of Katie Graves as the 2026
Millington Central High

School Homecoming Queen.
“I want to say thanks to
God because He gave me

this opportunity,” she said.

“I also want to say thanks
to all my classmates who all
elected me to obviously win.
I also want to say they helped
my dream come true. [’ve
always dreamed of being
Homecoming Queen since
middle school. They made
it a reality because I didn’t
think it would happen.”
Graves grew up around

DYNAMIX

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Now serving commnites throughout West Tennessee with lite manual %
therapy and sports medicine. 4

Fourarea ocations incuding Alington, Covington, M|II|ngton&Somem|
8586 Highway 51 North, Millington, TN (901) 430-8100
973 Highway 51 North, Suite 12, Covington, TN (901) 617-0100
17760 Highway 64 Suite A, Somerville, TN' (901)-593-0083
6225 Quintar Street, Arlington, TN (901) 467-2800

The Dynamix Power 10 Rankings presented by West 10 Media returns for the 2026 season.
The teams from the coverage area for The Bartlett Express, The Collierville Herald-Indepen-
dent, The Leader, The Millington Star, and The Germantown News & Shelby Sun Times, in-
cluding Arlington, Bartlett, Cordova, Collierville, Germantown, Millington and Tipton
County were eligible. With several residents from those cities attending Christian Brothers
High School and Memphis University School, those two teams were also eligible for the
rankings. Check out each paper throughout the season to stay updated on the rankings.
Here are the rankings going into Week 9

WEEK 9

1. Munford (6-1) @ Brighton
W 63-0vs. Memphis Overton
2. Briarcrest (7-1) vs. Lipscomb Academy
L 42-7 @ Brentwood Academy

3. Covington (6-1) @ Dyersburg
W 50-0vs. Bolivar Central

4., St. George’s (6-2) vs. Lausanne
L 13-7 @ St. Benedict

5. Bolton (6-2) vs. Wooddale

W 50-0vs. Memphis East

6. Lakeland Prep. (5-3) @ Craigmont
W 44-36 vs. Kirby
7.CBHS (4-3) @ Lipscomb Academy
L 29-28 vs. Briarcrest
8. ECS (4-3) vs. Northpoint Christian
L'50-6 @ Lausanne

9. Collierville'(4-4)@ Cordova
[19535VstLausanne

13'Flmh’(4'4 @ collierville

N/
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WEST 10 #Millington Star %he

GERMANTOWN NEWS

& SHELBY SUN TIMES

Millington Central activities
with her older sister Brandie.
Then she got a taste of Tro-
jan Athletics supporting her
three-sport athlete brother
Tony “TJ” Graves Jr.

Now the youngest Graves
is a two-sport standout at
Millington in  volleyball
and softball. She has been
a medical assistant trainer
for football and wrestling.
Along with her other activ-
ities, Graves has earned the
respect of many of her peers.

“It’s nice to know that
you’re loved by so many,”
she acknowledged. “It’s not
just them putting on a fake
show. You’re taking care of
them and they actually re-
spect me and I have good
friends.”

Graves court began with
freshmen Carolina Duck-
worth and Landry David-
son representing the Class
of 2030. Sophomore on the

las, Amariellys Cruz. Juniors
were Peyton Frost and Karter
Moore.

The seniors to make the
court in 2026 were Ash-
land Phillips, Abigail West,
Amyri Ransom and Graves.

The third runner up was
freshman Duckworth. The
second tiara handed out
on the evening was Karter
Moore as second runner-up.
Runner up was sophomore
Amaryllis Cruz. Then the
final name read out for the
ceremony was Graves.

With two siblings accom-
plishing a lot and parents
Tony and Susan supporting
Trojan athletics and events
behind the scenes, Katie was
proud to place this cherry on
top of her family’s strong
legacy.

“It’s nice to know I can
add this to our family’s
name,”’she concluded. “It
brings more respect to the
Graves’ name.”

court were Caydance Doug-
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